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Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of Kingswood Parish held on Wednesday 6th April 2016 
commencing 7.00p.m.at Kingswood Village Hall Wickwar Road. 
  
PRESENT   
 
Councillors:  Chairman Cllr. D. Rockey, Vice Chairman Cllr K Wood, Cllr. S. Evans, Cllr Toby Phillips, 
                        Cllr. Hemming   and   Cllr. Jean Simmons 
         
Clerk:          Miss. M. Leonard 
 
Public              There were various members of the Public present       
 

  

Kingswood Annual Parish Meeting 

1. The Chairman of Kingswood Parish Council to open the meeting and explain the format. 

Members of the parish council were available to greet the electorate and to ensure that they 
had access to the Handouts and displays. Chairman Cllr. David Rockey welcomed the 
community and introduced the speakers to enable the community to meet with them before 
the formal part of the meeting commenced. 
 

2. An open session for the public to meet representatives from the following organisations 

and to view information. 

 

 Meet with PCSO Ben Rollings from the Wotton Policing team 

 Meet with John Cordwell Gloucestershire County Councillor 

 Meet with Paul Hemming Stroud District Council  Councillor 

 Meet With Alana Stroud District Council Officer responsible for waste and recycling 

 Meet with Ricardo Rios Stroud District Council’s Neighbourhood Planning Officer 

 Meet With Claire Mahdiyone Stroud Valleys Chief Executive on new wild life project for 

Kingswood 

 Meet with Rachel Pratt the Neighbourhood Warden 

 View Details of the Kingswood Neighbourhood Plan. 

 View Reports from  Kingswood Community Organisations. 

 View Kingswood Parish Council objectives for 2016/17. 

 View Kingswood parish Councils draft accounts for 2015/16. 

 View draft minutes of the 2014/15 Annual Parish Meeting . 
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 View kingswood Parish Council’s Annual Report. 

 

                         The Formal part of the meeting to start at 7.20pm 

 

1. To receive and note apologies for absence. 

There were no apologies. 

2. To approve the minutes of the 2015 Annual Parish Meeting. 

The Chairman of the parish council Chairman David Rocky asked if members of the 
community had read the minutes and were happy to approve them.   It was proposed by 
Miss Victoria Lavery to accept the minutes as an accurate record of the 2015/16 meeting. 
This was   seconded by Mrs Val Abbott. The Chairman asked if everyone was in agreement 
and as no objections were raised the   matter was resolved. 
 

3. To receive an update from the Chairman of Kingswood Parish council on the level of 

development in Kingswood and for the community to give their comments to the Chairman  

on the following; 

 

 The planning appeal decision for the Chestnut Park Development. 

 

The Chairman David Rockey informed the community that Stroud District Council had 

applied to the high court, for a Judicial Review in to the appeal decision to grant outline 

planning permission for 51 houses at Chestnut Park. 

 

 The planning appeal lodged by Gladman for 90 houses at Charfield Road.  

The Chairman David Rockey informed the community that Gladman had registered their 

appeal against the refusal of permission for 91 houses at Charfield Road with the Planning 

Inspectorate. The details are not yet available on the Planning Inspectorate web site. Once 

these details are available the parish council will review the decision reason and agree any 

action necessary. The Chairman also informed the community that the Campaign for the 

Protection of Rural England (CPRE) had just made contact and they intend to be playing an 

active part in this appeal. 

 The application  from Persimmon for 61 houses at Cloverlea Barn Wickwar Road 

The Chairman advised that the plan had now been received and were on display. The parish 

council would be reviewing these plans in due course. 

 

4. To receive a report from the Chairman of Kingswood Parish Council.  

Please see the report at Appendix 1 

 

5. To receive a brief financial report from the clerk to Kingswood Parish Council. 

Please see the report at Appendix 2 

 



The Chairman Councillor David Rockey thanked retiring District Councillor Paul Hemming for 

his work, commitment and dedication over the last 21 years. Members of the community 

clapped their appreciation and thanks for Cllr.Paul Hemmings years of service to Kingswood. 

  

6. To receive a report from County Councillor John Cordwell. 

Please see the report at Appendix 3 

A member of the public asked what sanctions would be applied as Amey not fulfilling their 

contract. Cllr. John Cordwell indicated that the contract was up for renewal and there were 

questions as to whether it would be renewed. 

 

7. To receive a Report from District Councillor Paul Hemming. 

Please see the report at Appendix 4. 

 

8. To receive reports from any other Kingswood Community Group who wishes to comment. 

Alan George from Wotton Pool thanked Kingswood Parish Council for its support by 

providing grants. He advised that the pool would be open from the 16th April 2016. He also 

stated that it was well supported by the community of Kingswood. 

 

Barnaby Beere from the Wotton Sports Foundation thanked the Kingswood Parish Council 

for its grants for the Skate Park and the new footpath. A member of the public asked about 

access and safety. Barnaby Beere answered that the new footpath from Wotton across the 

field should soon be in place. 

 

All reports received are in Appendix 5 

 

9. To receive a presentation from Alana Roy  Stroud District Council on the new waste and 

recycling arrangements for Stroud District Council and how they will affect Kingswood 

Residents. 

 

Information was presented to the community on the changes to the collection of waste and 

recycling. 

 

10. To receive a presentation from Clare Mahdiyone from Stroud Valleys Project (SVP) on a 

new Wild Life Project for Kingswood. 

 

Clare Mahdiyone introduced herself and Stroud Valley’s Project. She explained the work that 

SDV are involved in and outlined a new project that they would be undertaking in 

conjunction with the parish council. This will be on the newly transferred site at Chestnut 

Park and Tyndale View. Clare asked for volunteers to help with the work and explained that 

there would be community events such as surveys of the wild life. Full details of all events to 

follow. 

 

11. To receive a presentation from Ricardo Rios Neighbourhood Planning Officer Stroud 

District Council and Alan Hooper Chairman of the Kingswood Neighbourhood 

Development Plan Group. 



 

See appendix 6 

 

Questions were asked by a member of the public on whether the NDP would have any teeth. 

The Officer was able to respond that recent legislation had up held decisions in line with 

NDP’s which is very reassuring. 

 

12. To receive a presentation From David Hagg, Chief Executive of Stroud District Council. 

 

David Hagg thanked Kingswood for inviting him to the APM. He referred to his recent visit in 

the summer when he was present to discuss with the community the difficult planning 

situation within Kingswood. In particular the Chestnut Park appeal. David Hagg went on to 

say that he was dismayed by the Planning Inspectors decision to allow the appeal. He viewed 

this decision as questionable and informed the community that Stroud District Council was 

seeking to challenge this decision in the high court by way of a judicial review. The grounds 

for this must be legal and not planning. However in the opinion of their legal counsel they 

felt there was good ground for a successful legal challenge. This was met with a round of 

applause. 

 

A member of the public asked why Stroud District Council did not consult with Kingswood 

Parish Council on planning applications such as the one at the Doctors surgery at Symm 

Lane. The Chairman of the parish council David Rockey advised that there was legislation 

surrounding who was consulted. Other members of the public stated that there were 

planning alerts that informed of planning applications in Wotton. 

 

Another member of the community asked about the changing political landscape in respect 

of permitting development and if The Chief Executive though that Planning Inspectors came 

under pressure to allow appeals for housing. David Hagg responded that Planning Inspectors 

were supposed to be apolitical. As Stroud has   an adopted 5 year land supply and an 

adopted Local plan the Inspector should have been able to refuse this appeal based on this 

information.  

 

13. An opportunity for members of the community to ask questions or to raise issues with any 

of the representatives present. 

 

There were no further questions 

End of meeting. 

 

 

Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following 
matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights. 
 



Appendix1  

Report for the night of the Annual Parish Meeting 
 
Thank you all for coming along tonight .This is the last Annual Meeting for the current parish council 
as there are parish council elections on Thursday 5th May 2016. I would like to thank my fellow 
councillors for all their hard work and commitment over the last 4 years. I would also like to remind 
you that there is still time to stand as a councillor for the parish council elections. The papers need 
to be received at Ebley Mill by 4pm tomorrow Thursday 7th April 2016. Please take a form or speak 
to the clerk if you wish to stand. We very much hope that Kingswood has a contested election 
meaning that more people stand for council than there are seats. This is right as it gives you the 
community the chance to choose who represents you. It also means that we qualify for Quality 
status. It is also the District Council elections and after 21 years of serving Kingswood Paul Hemming 
is standing down. I would like to thank Paul for his dedication commitment and time over these 
years. 
 
Another thank you is in order to the Neighbourhood Planning Group who have worked hard on the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. I am delighted to say that it will be submitted tonight. I will 
however leave the details to the Chairman of the NDP Group Alan Hooper and Neighbourhood 
planning Officer Ricardo Rios to talk to you about later 
 
I am very pleased to confirm that the open spaces that formed part of the Taylor Wimpey 
development has finally passed to the Parish Council.  This includes the orchard, wild life ponds the 
wooded area and grass verge on Charfield Road and the GCN mitigation areas. This will be an 
exciting project which we have named “Wild about Kingswood”. Stroud Valleys Project is going to 
help manage this area with members of the community and there will be many events throughout 
this year. Clare Madiyone from SVP will say more about this later and how you can get involved 
 
 
Once again the year was once again dominated by development issues. The parish council along with 
KKaV and members of the community came together to give evidence on why these developments 
were unsustainable for Kingswood. Sadly the Planning Inspector who presided over the Chestnut 
Park appeal did not agree. I am very pleased to say that Stroud District Council is seeking a Judicial 
Review in the High Court on this decision. I am sure David Hagg will have more to say on this. 
Gladman has just lodged their appeal into the refusal for permission to build 91 houses on Charfield 
Road. This is as we understand the first phase of two developments on this site. Persimmon homes 
have just submitted an application for 61 houses on Wickwar Road. The Plans for the Persimmon 
Home development are here tonight for you to view. Currently there are 195 houses in the planning 
system for development within Kingswood. I would very much like to hear your views on this as I am 
sure would David Hagg. 
 
The Councillors thought long and hard when setting the budget for the year 2016/17. Due to the 
high level of development activity and the need to take a role in the Chestnut Park Appeal the 
council has spent its cash reserves. Due to this the precept was increased this year which is £3.50 per 
month for Band D houses. This was a hard decision for us to take but one we felt was necessary to 
ensure that the council can continue to ensure that it is proactive and can operate the many facilities 
and represent the views of the community. A budget for 2016/17 is available to view on the web site 
and at the back of the room. 
 
The Parish Council allocated £8000 to its Grant Awarding Budget for 2015/16 to ensure that it is able 
to support local organisations. Information is available on the parish council web site. 



http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54 A total of £5110 was paid out to various 
organisations in 2015/16. Grants were made to  Grapevine Newsletter £450, Royal British Legion £60 
Citizens Advice Bureau £100 Kingswood Village Cricket Club, Wotton Sports Foundation £500 and 
Kingswood Congregational Church £1000  . In 2016/17 the pariah council has allocated £5000 to its 
Grant Awarding Budget 
 
There have been many concerns raised during the year about highways and the parish council are 
working with both Highways the Police and the Fire Service to try to resolve the issues. In particular 
speeding and antisocial parking in on Wotton Road, The Chipping  and Old Rectory Road.  There have 
also been concerns raised on Walkmill Lane. As part of the NDP we are reviewing the details 
submitted by you as a result of the consultations and looking for appropriate solutions. We will 
come back out to you for consultation on some of these issues. The Fire Service has assured us that 
all properties in the village are accessible. They have noted the roads that have restricted access 
making it impossible for an appliance to have direct access. However they are confident that they 
can reach all houses with their long hoses. They would like to work with the community on fire 
safety and there is an officer here tonight with information on this. We will also put more info in 
Grapevine. Community Speed Watch is going well and will be starting up again for 2016. WE do need 
more volunteers so that we can extend the scheme and cover more locations and operate more 
regularly. We would like to include Walkmill Lane in the scheme as residents have raised a concern 
on this road. There will be information and training session held on Monday 9th May at 7pm in the 
Village hall for anyone who is interested in getting involved.  
 
We would like to have a major Spring Cleaning event in May and ask that residents look to clean 
outside their homes. Please clear weed, litter and other debris from gutters so that surface water 
can get to the drains. Please check that hedges and shrubs are not impeding pedestrians walking on 
the pavement and forcing them on to the road. We will also be asking for the organisations that use 
the playing field to help clear the litter from the ditches and the hedges. Dog walkers to help pick up 
litter on the various footpaths particularly the Ash Path. WE will ensure that there are bin bags, 
gloves and litter pickers available to use and make these available to be collected from the bus Stop 
on Old Rectory Road. Rachel our neighbourhood Warden will also be available to help and we will 
arrange with the District Council to clear the ditches on the roads entering the village. 
 
With the help ok KVA the Parish Council has purchased a Heart Defibrillator and this will be located 
on the Chipping. It will be able to be used by anyone. We will arrange a familiarisation sessions for 
all once it is fitted. WE are just sorting out the final details of the fitting as it needs and electrical 
supply. However it should be up and operational from May. 
 
Kingswood Parish Council is continuing to take up matters of concern for the electorate. Current 
issues relate to speeding, flooding, highways issues, and dog fouling and future housing 
developments. If you have any concerns you would like to bring to the attention of the council 
please raise them with a councillors or come along to a parish council meeting. 
 

It just remains for me to thank you all for your support over the last four years. I know we have 
asked a lot of you as we seem to have had endless consultations especially for the NDP. May I thank 
all of you who responded to these and who helped with the evidence gathering for the various 
planning applications and the planning appeal? I would also like to thank all the volunteers who help 
with litter picks, community speed watch, playground checks and water way checks. Your help is 
appreciated. Please all of you consider becoming a councillor. The deadline is 4pm and papers need 
to be hand delivered to Ebley Mill. I am sure we can help with that as we have some officers here 
from Stroud District Council who may be able to assist.  Finally please ensure that you vote in the 
Parish, District and Police Commissioner Election on May 5th 2016. To do this you need to be on the 
electoral register. You have until 18th April to register.          Thankyou   

http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54


Appendix2 

Accounts 

The accounts are available for inspection with notice and by appointment with the Clerk. The books 

are here to night if any one wishes to view them. I will give you a very brief overview of the main 

points. 

Receipts last year were £86,960.00 and expenditure was £144,140.00. The parish council currently 

hold £17947.00 in the bank. The increase in spend was due to providing evidence on the two 

Chestnut Park Planning applications, the  Chestnut Park Appeal, the Gladman application, costs 

relating to producing the Neighbourhood Development Plan and legal fees relating to transferring 

the land from the Taylor Wimpey development.  However we have received a Grant of £7890 for the 

NDP and have managed to claim back legal costs from TW for the legal fees. The legal fees will be 

paid into the 2016/17 accounts. 

The precept or the part of your council tax bill that relates to Kingswood has been set at 

£78,000.This is an increase of £350 per band D house.  

This money is used for the benefit of the community of Kingswood. The parish council thought long 

and hard when setting its precept. This year is likely to be another challenging time with the council 

defending an appeal and completing its Neighbourhood Plan.  

  

  



Appendix 3 
 

Report on County Council Matters  

to Kingswood Annual Parish Meeting, April 6th 2016 

John Cordwell 

 

This can only be a very brief summary of what has been happening at the County 

Council.  

 

County Council Membership 

The council remains a minority Conservative administration with a political composition of: 

24 Conservative; 13 Liberal Democrat; 9 Labour; 3 UKIP; 1 Green; I PAB; 1 Independent 

and 1 vacancy following the recent death of a Liberal Democrat councillor.    

During the 2015/16 civic year the council has had a Labour chair and a Liberal Democrat 

vice-chair. County Council meetings are now being webcast live on:     

                               http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/watch-council-meetings 

 

My roles on the County Council  

 I continued as Shadow Cabinet member for Fire, Planning and Infrastructure. I also 

continued as my group’s lead member on the Highways Contract Advisory Group. 

 In addition to other roles I detailed in last year’s report, during this year I have been 

Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee. I have also served on three scrutiny task groups. 

  

County Budget 2016/17  

Public consultation on council tax options for the County Council budget resulted in a 

preference for a 3.99% increase in the precept of which 2% is ring fenced for adult social care 

in line with the Chancellor’s announcement last year. This is the first increase for five years.  

 After the consultation began the Government financial settlement for 2016/17 was 

announced and notification received of the final tax base and collection fund surplus/deficit 

figures from the six district councils. The net effect of these and other small changes was an 

increase in available funding which the Conservative Cabinet intended to add to reserves. 

 However, ahead of the budget meeting the Liberal Democrat Group put forward a 

series of proposals to use this windfall to improve services. In the media the Conservative 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/watch-council-meetings


Leader of the council opposed them, but at the budget meeting almost all of these were 

accepted in whole or in part including the following final additions:  

 - to invest a further £2.075M in road maintenance (including a roll-out of the lengthman 

scheme across the county). Within this, the amount available to each councillor for ‘Highways 

Local’ schemes has been increased from £22.5k to £30k.   

- a £100k investment to improve the implementation process of Traffic Regulation Orders 

(TROs). This helps to reverse the Conservatives entire removal of the budget for TRO work in 

2010.  

- £25k investment to provide improved mental health support to children and young people. 

- £50k to continue for a further year the Liberal Democrat initiative to fund free Y5 pupil visits to 

the Gloucestershire SkillZone, assisting in improving the safety of young people. 

- £20k to the Child Sexual Exploitation scheme to spend on e-safety, with advice from the 

Children’s Safeguarding Board. 

- £150k to undertake some of the cycling schemes proposed in the “Barriers to Cycling” report 

produced last year on the request of Liberal Democrat councillors. 

- £50k invested in seeking solutions to the pollution levels in the county’s Air Quality 

Management Areas, subject to match funding from the district councils.    

 These changes leave the overall call on council tax payers for County Council services 

unchanged from the Cabinet recommendation. At Band D this equates to an increase in 

council tax of £43.51, to £1134.01. The county council Labour group did not put forward any 

amendments but voted against the budget. 

 

 

Devolution in Gloucestershire – and Oxfordshire Unitary bids 

The Gloucestershire devolution bid was submitted at the beginning of September. It had the 

support of all six district councils, including Cotswold, and other bodies. A Government 

response is expected in the autumn. 

  However, on 25th February the leader of Cotswold District Council revealed proposal 

to create a new unitary council based upon the existing boundaries of Cotswold and West 

Oxfordshire District Councils, as part of a proposed Oxfordshire reorganisation and 

devolution deal under which four small unitaries would be created and Oxfordshire County 

Council abolished. Another of these unitaries would also take over part of Northamptonshire.  

The repercussions for Gloucestershire would be immense. For example, 

Gloucestershire County Council would have to terminate or renegotiate over 100 

contracts for service provision which cover Cotswold District Council. The transition cost 

of just one adult social care contract has been calculated at over £16M.  Consultation on the 

plan is likely to take place over the summer with a final bid submitted to government in 



October 2016 and a government decision in early 2017. If the bid were successful, elections 

to the new authorities would take place in May 2018.  

 

Children’s Activity Fund   

Started in 2014/15, this annual fund allocates £5k to each County Councillor for their divisions. I 

am waiting for details of the scheme for the coming year as it is understood that the criteria for 

this grant scheme may change.  

 

Highways Issues 

The new local highways manager, Andrew Middlecote, has been in post since last May. As 

mentioned above, councillors have been allocated £30k for the new financial year and I 

would welcome suggestions as soon as possible.  

In July unanimous county council support was given to a motion expressing concern over 

highway repairs in the county and the poor performance of Amey and its poor 

communication with county councillors, parish councils and the wider community. It was 

revealed that at that time        58% of its work was being delivered through 41 sub-

contractors. There were issues over sub-contractors not being paid on time. 

 

Street Lighting 

A new street lighting contract has been awarded to Skanska. This includes the conversion of 

the county’s ca. 55,000 street lights to LED lighting and for the general maintenance of the 

council’s street lighting, lit signs and bollards. Work has started on a four-year core 

programme to install the new LED lighting, controlled from a central location using remote 

dimming technology. The contract will also start to replace the life-expired concrete and 

aluminium street lighting columns from this month.  

 

Local Transport Plan Review 

Consultation on this final phase of the Local Transport Plan (LTP) review process ended on 

5th February. Thirteen documents were consulted on: an overarching strategy, six transport 

model policy documents, including rail, and six “Connecting Places” delivery strategies, one 

of which was for the Stroud area. The final plan is expected to be approved by the County 

Council in June.  

 In the past the LTP was a bidding document for carrying out schemes. From 2015/16 

most of Gloucestershire’s capital funding for transport has been coming through the Single 

Local Growth Fund (SLGF) which is allocated to the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), not 

the County Council.  



 I have continued to stress the reopening of Charfield station in meetings with GCC 

officers and through my response to the LTP consultation. The likely way forward for this is 

through the proposed MetroWest developments which provide an opportunity for improved 

Bristol-Gloucester services, including new stations, in the 2019 – 2029 period.  

 

County Council Solar Power Proposals  

In July the County Council Cabinet approved a strategy for the development of ground 

mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) renewable energy generation on six sites on the council’s 

estate. On the same day the Government announced a consultation on subsidies for solar 

power. The resultant changes have made the county council’s proposals uneconomic at 

present. This may change with developments in energy storage, enabling power to be sold 

to the grid at peak demand. 

 Meanwhile, the County Council is to carry out long overdue weatherproofing and 

modernisation of the Shire Hall complex. This will include the integration of pv solar panels 

into the roof of Shire Hall and other council buildings.   

 

County Residual Waste Disposal Project – Javelin Park 

The opportunity for Stroud District Council to challenge the court decision expired in August. 

The main construction is due to start this summer. The plant is scheduled to be treating 

waste in 2019. 

 In response to a Freedom of Information request the Information Commissioner 

required the County Council to disclose the details of the Javelin Park contract. The county’s 

Cabinet is contesting this decision. The hearing by the Information Tribunal is to be at the 

end of May. Many county councillors have never seen the full contract.  

Last November’s Cabinet approved a £17M one-off financial contribution from the 

council’s reserves to mitigate the increased project cost caused by the delay in the facility 

coming in to service from 2016 to 2019. The Liberal Democrat group raised concerns that 

such a significant redirection of funds took place without the approval of the whole council. 

 

Consultation on Public Transport  

This consultation ended in January and the results were considered by Cabinet in February.  

 One of ten evening consultation events was held in Wotton after I complained that 

evening meetings further away would not be accessible by bus to Wotton residents! The 

Wotton one was particularly well attended.    

 Soon after the start of the consultation Severnside Transport gave notice they could 

no longer afford to run this subsidised service managed by South Gloucestershire but to 

which Gloucestershire County Council contributed £54,000 annually. Changes agreed by 

South Gloucestershire, without notifying Gloucestershire County Council, resulted in South 



Gloucestershire providing a much reduced service between Wotton-under-Edge and Cribbs 

Causeway via Thornbury.  

At short notice the County Council procured a replacement six-month contract from 

Stagecoach giving a similar level of service for the Dursley – Wotton-under-Edge and 

Thornbury corridor, now numbered service 60.  

The Cabinet meeting also decided to replace the Mike’s Travel 201 service with a 

revised service 87 to Dursley to link with direct services from there to Gloucester. So there 

will be no direct service to Gloucester from Wotton in future. I challenged this but it was 

argued that the disadvantages were offset by an increased choice of onward journey 

opportunities by using Dursley as a hub.  

  

S Glos Review of Bus Services 84 and 86 

These are being revised by South Gloucestershire Council. Gloucestershire County Council 

was belatedly notified of the consultation which ended on 11th February!  

I have been assured that the proposed 84 and 85 services will call at (our) Kingswood and 

that the service will be no worse than the current one. The timetables were not part of the 

consultation process.  

 

B4058 Speed Limit 

The long wait for this TRO, reducing 50mph sections between Charfield and Wotton to 

40mph was recently formally advertised with a closing date of 18th February. It is being 

financially supported by Kingswood Parish and Wotton Town Councils and money from my 

Highways Local budget. 

 

County Council Planning Committee 

One of the items considered at the July meeting of the committee was the importation 

of soil and formation of bunds on the clay pigeon site next to Folly Farm, Kingswood. This 

received approval with conditions, some of which I was able to strengthen. County matter 

planning applications are very rare in my division. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 4 
 

District Council Report to Kingswood Parish Council 
Wednesday April 6th 2016 

 
 
 
The past year has been one of the busiest I have had since being elected first in 
1995. 
As a group leader (albeit with a group of just 3), I have been involved in a number of 
Working, and Task and Finish Groups, in addition to the Development Control and 
Strategy and Resources Committees. 
 
Changes to committees implemented at the beginning of the year have been 
followed up by more updates to the constitution with the intention of making the 
document more easily understood and followed. We have met on a number of 
occasions and make big strides in improving the document. 
 
Further updates to Member Training and Development have taken place over the 
past year and I was pleased to pass membership of this group on to our new 
member in Wotton-under-Edge. 
 
The Waste and Recycling task and finish group has occupied a lot of time and effort 
this year and saw the introduction of the Garden Waste Scheme in February. This is 
becoming more popular by the week and should break even by early 2017. There is 
still difficulty in finding solutions to problems associated with areas where residents 
cannot have a wheeled bin or where properties are inaccessible to a collection 
vehicle. The general waste collection service with a wheeled bin replacing the black 
bag system begins in June this year. There will almost certainly be a few problems 
with this but hopefully will be relatively painless. Because of a rationalisation of 
routes to save on fuel costs more than half the districts residents will have their 
collection days altered. The business of collecting and dealing with waste and 
recycled material is very expensive and the most cost effective method for dealing 
with it is of utmost importance, as is finding a market for the collected glass, plastics, 
tins etc. Markets vary wildly and the huge drop in cost of oil has meant that it is 
currently cheaper to manufacture new plastics than to use recycled. 
Bulky waste collections continue to rise, and although there is now a charge there is 
no measured increase in fly-tipping. 
 
I have also been involved in the Housing and Development Group which is seeking 
to build more Council Homes over and above those already in the pipeline. There 
are very few councils building properties for Social rent at this time. 
We have also included looking at opportunities to promote new businesses and so 
boost the number of jobs in the district. 
Some of his work has been hampered by government changes to Benefits, Right to 
Buy rules, and changes in the application of the new homes bonus. 
 
One of the major achievements this year was the adoption of the New Local Plan. 
This should help with guiding developers to provide housing in the areas identified. 



There is also much detail around jobs and growth. As with any plan, however, there 
are areas where the aim is obvious but the detail is open to a certain amount of 
interpretation. That is not to say that it is not a good plan. 
A huge amount of effort went into it and the Planning Revue Panel continue to meet 
and will do so for the foreseeable future. There is a revue of the Plan due after five 
years but there must be a continuing interest in strategy for the future. 
Planning and Development Control this year has been a nightmare. Weekly and 
sometimes seemingly hourly, changes to legislation have made the job of planning 
officers and members of the DCC committee very difficult. Merely interpreting the 
NPPF has been tedious and complicated. Removing 50 or 60 years of legislation 
and replacing it with a 50 page document means much is open to interpretation. Not 
everyone interprets it in the same way! 
The committee has had some very difficult decisions to make and has not always 
followed officer’s recommendations. These decisions have not been taken lightly and 
some meetings have been excessively long and awkward. 
It is a very important task and deserves all the time taken. 
 
The canal project continues and has a number of challenges to overcome in future 
months and years until it reaches completion. The small matter of a motorway to 
cross, being one of the major issues. There is also Brimscombe Port which has a 
chance of being a really good development and which can include both employment 
and attractive housing. It is a large area and historically of great industrial 
importance. 
 
The Boundary Commission reviewed the wards of the district and agreed to leave 
the number of councillors in the district as now as requested by the working group. 
Ward changes were inevitable in order to rationalise the number of electors per 
councillor. Locally this has meant a small change to the Kingswood Ward to include 
some properties previously in Wotton-under-Edge. 
They do still sit within Wotton-under-Edge Parish, however, for the time being at 
least. 
 
Council Tax increases by nearly 2% for the coming year as far as the District Council 
is concerned. This is the first increase for a number of years. It does not mean 
additional services but those in place can continue while funding decreases. 
It is becoming increasingly difficult to maintain discretionary services with ever 
decreasing funds, and there is only so much cost cutting that can be achieved by 
efficiency savings. 
There comes a point when no more can sensibly be made. 
If part of a service is removed it will probably never come back. A bit like losing a pub 
or a shop in a village – once it’s gone it’s gone. 
 
Progress seems to have stalled on the Devolution front. It would seem that because 
of the possible defection of Cotswold District to join with West Oxfordshire; they 
already share a chief executive; Gloucestershire as a County would be seriously 
depleted and may have to think again on its approach. Elected Mayors are 
government’s preferred solution and up until the bid was submitted, Gloucestershire 
and all its Districts’ preference was not to have one. There does not appear to be a 
simple answer. 
 



I have enjoyed my 21 years as a District Councillor and will miss the regular 
challenges it offers. 
I will keep an eye on proceedings as I have a soft spot for the organisation and I 
have made a great number of friends while I have been there. 
 
And finally, I wish our new District Councillor, when elected, all the very best and 
hope to see him or her regularly at Parish Council meetings. 
 
 
Paul Hemming 
District Councillor 
Kingswood Ward 
Stroud District Council 
  



 

Appendix 5 

Wotton Pool 

 

I am very pleased to report that we have enjoyed a successful season, 
and again I am grateful for the support I have seen coming to the 
pool from dozens of kindly and generous people giving their time, 
money, effort and skills to help with the running and the 
development of the facility. We have also enjoyed the benefit of a 
core of dedicated and professional employees providing the 
operational support needed to run the pool day-to-day. 

 
This season has been one of increased consolidation: We retained the 
entire management team and we retained the successful mix of 
sessions (public, lanes, parent and child, families, ladies therapeutic, 
adult general swim). We continued to offer private bookings and the 
school use was somewhat greater than last year. We also 
consolidated and increased our swimming lessons. These are 
economical, well attended and greatly appreciated by families in the 
area. The use of the pool during public sessions was about 20% lower 
than last year and this was probably associated with the poorer 
weather and possibly the increased school use and swimming 
lessons. Building on last year’s experience we got the pool ready in 
advance of the swimming season and used it to train the cadre of 
lifeguards. This meant we had a useful quota of freshly trained-and-
tested supervisors to get the season going, along with the group of 
lifeguards who we trained last year and remained in the town — 
many go away to college/university each year. 
 
As regards the facilities we have been thinking about improvements 
to the changing facilities and useable accommodation. A pool 
development group has met a number of times since the renewal of 



the service level agreement in 2014 gave us the confidence to 
consider some substantial developments. A clear strategy has 
evolved and been agreed with the Town Council (the site owners), 
namely to refurbish the changing rooms piecewise using a mixture of 
volunteer and professional services. This was thought to be a much 
more manageable project than demolition and rebuild as it involves 
smaller costs, distributed cashflow and the greater opportunity to use 
volunteer assistance.  
 
On the practical front this year, we rerouted the return flow from the 
pool to the pump house using a bifurcated pipeline. This has safety 
benefits (it limits the suction on a single port) and has bypassed the 
55 year-old buried cast iron pipe that was considered an operational 
risk when the pool was transferred to community enterprise 
operation in 2011. Also we repainted the pool tank to brighten up the 
facility for the season. 
 
As with previous years we have arranged a public meeting to inform 
and consult the public of Wotton who pay through their council tax 
for us to run the facility. And we have continued to operate in accord 
with the keynotes we defined for the facility last year, namely, safe, 
high quality, indefinitely ongoing, low maintenance, community 
enterprise and fun for all 
 
Thanks everybody for your support this past season, and we look 
forward to running another entertaining season this summer. 
 
Alan George (chairman of trustees) 
April 2016 

 

Wotton Community Sports Foundation 
Report to Kingswood Annual Parish Report April 2016 
 
Looking back at the past 12 months since our last report, I’m again extremely pleased with the 
progress we’ve made and the success that we’ve enjoyed. 



Our site continues to be a well-used sports hub – we have to see the occasional congestion and 
clashes as a by-product of having an extremely popular facility. 

I’m really pleased that we completed construction of our skate park last spring, which has been a 
very popular addition to our site.  The progress that we’ve made towards the access path since then 
has been incredible, we’ve obtained the planning permission, and are within striking distance of our 
target, so I’m confident that we’ll soon be making further construction for the benefit of the 
community.  I thank the Kingswood Parish Council for their financial support towards these two 
projects. 

The further tree planting, including 37 fruit trees, continues our commitment to improving the 
ecology of the site.  I’m very enthused by our other planned features, such as the memory walk, and 
the jogging trail around the site, which I think will expand our appeal to the whole community. 

Minor works on the site were mainly the two new shipping containers installed by the Rugby Club 
and the Round Table to replace the stone barn, which is unfortunately in a poor condition; however, 
the new shipping containers are a cost effective solution, and have minimal visual impact thanks to 
the paint scheme.  We’ve also supported the Rugby Club with their floodlight installation, and 
undertaken general maintenance. 

The other big change this year was that we formally entered into a partnership agreement with 
KLBS, through which we took over the running of the sports centre.  It’s fair to say that this has 
proved more challenging operationally than any of us had anticipated, but we should be proud to 
have a fully community run facility, with a strong partnership serving the whole community.  
Bookings and usage on both sides of the fence are up since last year, and the JVC is now able to 
channel funds to the parent organisations, having repaid the setup costs. 

Looking further forward, I’m really excited at the thought of further significant development on the 
site, with a full size floodlit 3G pitch, clubhouse and changing rooms.  In the hopefully nearer future, 
we’ve got the two BMX tracks, the children's playground, the sensory garden and parkrun with the 
memory walk section also all being progressed.  We need to keep focus on the overall development 
of the site – the map produced by local illustrator Karl Whiteley is a great tool for sharing our vision 
with the community! 

Again, I am very grateful for the continuing support from Kingswood Parish Council and the 
multitude of other local groups and organisations that have provided much needed support. 

I look forward to another fantastic year of sport! 

 

Kingswood Grapevine 

 

After 204 issues Kingswood Grapevine continues to be financially well 

supported by Kingswood Village Association, Kingswood Parish Council, 

Neighbourhood Watch, Jubilee Club and many more organisations and 

individuals. Without these donations, Grapevine would not be able to be 

produced.  



Seldom is there free space and sometimes the font size has to be reduced to get 

it all in – apologies to those of us who no longer have 20/20 vision! We try to 

fill it with news and information that we hope the village finds interesting and 

useful.  

We use local printer – Manor Printing – which keeps production in the village 

and is still delivered by willing volunteers (well they tell us they are willing!).  

From June 2001 the Grapevine has had its own web site and to date we have 

had nearly 22,000 ‘hits’. The most interesting outcome of this is that people 

from near and far have contacted us either trying to trace old friends or 

reminisce about Kingswood, some sending us old photographs which are also 

included. The web site also has historic photographs from events held in the 

village, current and previous issues, a calendar, and many links to other sites 

including local councils, water, gas and electricity problem solving, and links to 

other village organisations. 

The aim is to continue to produce a valued newsletter that will live on. 

 

Gill Hemming & Diane White 

www.kingswoodgrapevine.btck.co.uk     

 

 

 

 

 

KINGSWOOD AFC  

 

 

Kingswood afc currently runs 2 senior sides in competitive leagues. 

 

http://www.kingswoodgrapevine.btck.co.uk/


The 1
st

 team have been members of the Gloucestershire county 

league for the past 6 seasons with the reserve side presently 

playing in division 2 of the Stroud and district league. 

 

The club has over 50 registered players and a committee of 

dedicated volunteers. 

 

The clubs aim for the future is to reintroduce a junior section where 

the children of the village will have the opportunity to progress 

through the football club. This is very much dependant on finding 

new areas for pitches to be sited. 

 

We have actively looked at building on top of the current changing 

rooms with the aim of providing a clubhouse to be used by both the 

football and cricket clubs. The outline plan for the clubhouse 

includes a skittle alley, bar and other amenities available to the 

community.  

 

 

Neighbourhood Warden 

The Neighbourhood Warden Service operates across the district our role is to act as the 

eyes and ears of the community to provide a reassuring presence and to work towards 

reducing anti social behaviour and low level crime. We will deal with fly tipping, abandoned 

vehicles, litter, graffiti, dog fouling, we provide support /signposting residents to other local 

services, home security checks, emergency planning and assistance within the community. 

 

The Neighbourhood Warden Service consists of 8 Wardens who cover the district and work 

in two teams North and South on a shift basis, Monday to Saturday which includes daytime 

and evenings. 

 

The area’s I cover are Uley, Dursley, North Nibley, Wotton- under-Edge, Kingswood, 

Alderley, Hillesley and Tresham.  

 

I have completed various patrols of Kingswood since I started as a Neighbourhood Warden 

in January 2016.  

 



I have dealt with a car parking dispute within the village, completed foot patrols to deter anti 

social behaviour, dog fouling patrols and applied pick up or pay up stencils in area’s of 

fouling, responded to a possible flooding situation and met many local residents.  

 

In the coming months I intend to continue with my patrols and to arrange a clear up event of 

some of the littered area’s of the Village. I am also keen to assist with the community speed 

awareness campaign.  

 
Please feel free to approach me with any issues/concerns you may have, my contact 
details are as follows: 
 
Mrs Rachel Pratt  
Neighbourhood Warden – Stroud District Council  
Email: rachel.pratt@stroud.gov.uk  
Tel: 07834 419332 
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In the coming months I intend to continue with my patrols and to arrange a clear up event of 

some of the littered area’s of the Village. I am also keen to assist with the community speed 

awareness campaign.  

 
Please feel free to approach me with any issues/concerns you may have, my contact 
details are as follows: 
 
Mrs Rachel Pratt  
Neighbourhood Warden – Stroud District Council  
Email: rachel.pratt@stroud.gov.uk  
Tel: 07834 419332 

 

Report from Keep Kingswood a Village 
 

As its name implies, the mission of Keep Kingswood a Village (KKaV) is to protect and 

enhance the wonderful community that we enjoy in this village.   

 

We are a ‘grass-roots’ organisation that depends for tis success on the continuing support of 

members of the village community.  

 

 We work with other village organisations to promote housing development that  meets the 

needs of the residents of Kingswood and is  sustainable in terms of village facilities and 

infrastructure.   

 

 Our aim is to help generate the evidence of harm that residents can use if they are concerned 

to raise objections to particular development applications.  KKav also provides a means of 

keeping the community informed about what they can do as individuals. 

 

 

This year KKaV has been very busy fighting to sustain Kingswood’s community by resisting 

the latest speculative development in the village - the application by Crest Nicholosn to 

develop the land next to the Village Hall. 

 

We have worked closely with the Parish Council and the village community to generate the 

necessary evidence to convince  Stroud District Council to refuse planning permission for 

this application. 

 

We were delighted that the Councillors voted to reject the application but disappointed that 

the subsequent Appeal by the developers was agreed by the Inspector.  We are continuing to 

work closely with the Parish Council and Stroud District Council to fight this development. 

 

 

KKaV exists to be your voice as a village resident against the unscrupulous profiteering of 

developers whose only concern is to make money.  We are not ‘Nimbys’.  Stroud District 

Council have an agreed plan for the necessary development in this District.  It does not 

include Kingswood which  

 

mailto:rachel.pratt@stroud.gov.uk


has already had more development for its size that any other part of the District. 

 

 

We need your help.  We need people to join our committee and we 

need everyone to be ready to fight to retain what is special about 

Kingswood. 
 

 

 If you care about your village, please support us! 

 

Kingswood Village Association 

For over 60 years, Kingswood Village Association has put on a variety of events in the village.  Any 
profits from these events have used to benefit the village. 
 
Formed in 1953 to give the village a boost after the wartime rationing, a flower show took place with a 
fancy dress parade and a dance.  The proceeds were used for a Children’s Christmas party and two free 
coach outings for the village’s senior citizens. 
 
Kingswood Village Association is run by a small group of villagers who get together about once a month 
and discuss which events should go ahead in the coming months, all over a glass (or two) of wine.  The 
events have been plenty, from family favourites like Show Day held the first Saturday of September with 
its Classic Car show, Dog show and Produce and Handicraft sections to something for the grown-ups, 
like the Wine Festival, Comedy Night and Come Dine with Me. 
 
2015 was a bumper year for the KVA bringing in a whopping £6,049 with minimal expenses of £888 
meant we were able to donate £4,838 to organisations in Kingswood. Donation highlights in 2015 were: 

 Over £900 to the senior citizens for their NYE lunch, this is also sponsored by our friends at 
Waitrose, Chipping Sodbury 

 £600 to assist with the Chapel Tower refurbishment  

 £574 to Kingswood Village Hall  

 £500 to Jubilee Club 

 £400 to Music at St Mary’s 

 £325 to Playgroup 

 £300 to Brownies 

 £200 to Guides 
 
One of the highlights of our donation year was working with the Parish Council to finance the new village 
defibrillator to be sited on the wall of the Old Sunday School Rooms (Gym) on The Chipping.  A number 
of families have been affected in recent years by sudden heart problems and had a defibrillator been 
available at the time lives could have been saved.  While we cannot change the past, we can safeguard 
the future and it’s wonderful that the KVA have been integral in making this possible. 
 
If you’re a part of a village organisation and would like to apply for a grant, please contact us via the 
website, www.k-v-a.org or send an email to kingswoodvillage@hotmail.co.uk.  We’ve got loads of money 
just waiting to be given away!!  
 
We are always looking for new members to join the Committee too.  If you enjoy a laugh and a joke, 
cheeky glass of vino and want to put on some great events in the village, new ideas are always 
welcome!  If you’re interested in becoming a part of this fun fundraising team, please email us or find us 
on Facebook! 

http://www.k-v-a.org/
mailto:kingswoodvillage@hotmail.co.uk


 

David Werrett – Chair of Kingswood Village Association 

4th April 2016. 

 

Kingswood Neighbourhood Watch 

Neighbourhood Watch   

 

2015 to date 

 

The annual summer garden party saw a change of venue in 2015 

however it was as ever very well attended by Kingswood villagers.   It 

raised £464.00 in funds which go towards assisting local activities 

and additional funding for groups such as Grapevine (printing costs) 

and the skate park at the top of Wotton Road / New Road.  Planning 

will start soon for the 2016 event, it will no doubt be run along 

similar lines as last years as this does seem to work and be popular 

with residents.   

The NW Facebook page is growing in popularity with over 120 likes 

and some posts reaching 2,500 people, thus showing its proving to 

be a good medium for sharing news quickly such as local thefts, 

events and information.  We are also seeing posts from villagers that 

they want to share quickly and easily it has even helped reunite 

missing cats with their owners!  We will continue to promote its use 

keeping Kingswood firmly in the social media world.   

Our local Police community team continue to share information that 

they feel is relevant to us and this is quickly disseminated to NW 

team members who in turn share it with ‘their round’ in some 



instances this is being shared by email rather than letterbox drops 

which again is proving popular and a much quicker and easier way to 

spread the message. 

Parking issues have been top of the agenda for the NW group who 

have been actively encouraging responsible parking by all residents 

who live in areas of known ‘trouble spots’ such as the High Street.  

We are seeking to work with other groups such as the Parish Council 

to assist with this, as it is felt that irresponsible parking could 

contribute to the emergency services being unable to access roads 

that are less accessible in any case and made more difficult to access 

when cars ignore the parking restrictions and park outside the 

designated parking zone on these roads.   

The next Neighbourhood Watch group AGM will be held in July with 

the agenda and minutes available to anyone who wishes to see 

them.   

Police Report 
 
The Wotton under Edge Policing Team is responsible for the area of 
Wotton Under Edge, Kingswood, North Nibley and surrounding 
areas. The team are based from Dursley Police Station; although 
PCSO ROLLINS has a laptop computer that enables him to function 
from the policing point within Wotton under Edge library.  
 
There has been a decrease in the team members over the previous 
twelve months and the team now consists of PC Matt FIRTH, PCSO 
Benjamin ROLLINS and PCSO Charlotte KING. PS Simon DAVEY has 
overall responsibility for neighbourhood policing within the Dursley 
area. 
 
Over the previous twelve months, and in line with the police 
commissioner priorities, the team have improved multi-agency 



approaches such as the interaction with those members of the 
community perceived to be vulnerable.  
 
The team are able to provide Crime Prevention Surveys to all 
residents in the area at no cost – and items such as UV marking pens, 
light timers smoke alarms and other safety equipment are available 
also at no cost to more vulnerable members of the community. 
 
At the end of 2015 the constabulary implemented mobile working, 
with all officers receiving Samsung Note 4 devices.  Although in its 
early days, the devices have proven to be valuable in assisting 
officers to complete checks and view and update incidents while out 
and about.  As time moves on we are due to have more functionality 
added to the devices to enable us to do more on them without 
having to return to the station. 
   
Every six months the neighbourhood team also chair a 
neighbourhood panel meeting at a local venue in which the public 
set the priorities for the coming months. As such the current 
priorities set by the public have remained the same for both six 
month periods.  
They are set as follows:  
 
1. To reduce incidents of anti-social behaviour in and around 
Wotton under Edge.  
 
PC Firth has been taking every opportunity to carry out foot patrol 
with the local PCSO’s in the Town Centre, around play areas and 
along Rope Walk, both during daylight hours and in the evening in a 
bid to reduce any issues of anti-social behaviour. 
 
A pilot exercise of locking the gates to the Symn Lane play park in the 
evenings has proved a huge success.  A willing band of volunteers 
have been locking the gate each evening in a bid to deter groups 
from congregating in the area and causing ASB and damage.  There 



has been a marked reduction in ASB related incidents reported in 
this location as a result this has been made a full time arrangement 
with the backing of the Town Council. 
 
Recently upgraded CCTV is also proving to be an asset to the 
community – Long Street is now fully covered as is the area around 
the toilets at Rope Walk and the front of the Youth Centre in the 
Chipping Car Park.  This we hope will be a good deterrent to persons 
who would otherwise be engaging in ASB or criminal activity.    
 

The incidents of general anti-social behaviour have decreased within 
the previous six months. This has been achieved through targeted 
patrols as well as knowledge and reports from the local community.  
 
To our knowledge there is no great concern over ASB in the 
Kingswood area. 
 
 
2. Addressing Community concerns of parking, speeding and anti-
social use of motor vehicles and to promote the education of young 
drivers in safe driving  
 
Vehicles are being stop-checked by officers, uncovering cases of no 
insurance, dealt with by Traffic Offence Reports and vehicle seizures, 
anti-social use of motor vehicles and vehicle defects. 
 
Officers of the Special Constabulary have been taking the lead on this 
priority.  They have been running a countywide operation called 
“Wheeled Respect” that aims to target motoring offences, and deal 
with them by way of education where appropriate.  They have been 
active in the Wotton under Edge area – you may well have seen 
them out and about in their speed camera and ANPR equipped van. 
 
An increased police presence and robust action in the KLB school 
area has also led to a reduction in complaints of antisocial driving 



here.  A driver has been reported for careless driving; this has sent a 
message out to others that it will not be tolerated. 
   
Over the past few months, speed checks have been conducted in 
various locations with drivers being either ticketed or warned when 
found to be exceeding the speed limit.  This has included both 
Wickwar Road and Charfield Road in Kingswood. 
 
Also, following recent information, a driver was arrested for failing a 
roadside breath test in Kingswood village.  
 
We as police are limited as to what we can do in relation to parking 
issues – it is as frustrating for us as I am sure it is for the community 
to see vehicles parking on double yellow lines up Long Street!  This is 
a matter that should be dealt with by Council Parking Enforcement 
Officers. 
 
Youth engagement  
 
The neighbourhood team have planned a number of talks within the 
local schools. These have been on subjects such as internet safety, 
texting, drug awareness as well as stranger danger for the younger 
pupils.  
 
In addition there has been regular engagement with the local youth 
centre. 
  
The Police Information Point within KLB School is now fully 
operational and accessible. A secure drop box has been included for 
the pupils which is only accessible by members of the team. 
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