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New Rose Cottage     
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659 
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 
 
Minutes of a meeting of Kingswood Parish Council held on Monday 13th December 2010 
commencing 7.15p.m.at Kingswood Village Hall. 
 
PRESENT   
Councillors: Cllr. Sue Evans Evans, Cllr. Norman Ward, Cllr. Jean Simmons Cllr. Norval 
Hawksworth, Cllr.Paul Hemming, Cllr.David Rockey Chairman. And Ken Wood 
     
Clerk:     Mary Leonard 
 
Glos.County Council John Cordwell County Councillor   
 
Public            Natalie Adams 
 
Press:            There were no members of the Press present 
              
Police              There were no members of the police present 
 
Neighbourhood Warden - The Neighbourhood Warden was not able to attend. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
This session was not required 
 
13483/10 - To receive and note apologies for absence.   
 
All Councillors were in attendances so there were no apologies  
 
13484/10- To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8th November 
2010.  
 
It was proposed and resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8th 
November 2010 are signed as a correct record. Proposed by Norman Ward and seconded 
by Norval Hawksworth and thereby resolved.  
 
13485/10- To receive and record declaration of personal interest. 

                       
 Sue Evans wished to declare a personal interest in connection with the Public 

Convenience. 
 
Paul Hemming declared an interest in agenda item 13487/10 as he is a member of Stroud 

District Council’s Development Control Committee. 
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13486/10–    To receive a report from the Clerk updating the Council on the following 
areas: 

• Charfield Road Safety Audit – Nothing new to report  
• Parking on the Chipping  - Awaiting Sign to be erected will be completed by 

the end of Nov 
• Watercourse Warden –This is ongoing 
• Overgrown hedges –  Wickwar Road reported through to Mr.J.Wilson at 

Highways for action 
• Play equipment-  Cheque received.  
• Web Site – Clerk to progress this ASAP 
• Allotments- Awaiting decision from Wimpey – Awaiting further information 

from Wimpey 
• Gritting of pavements – See snow policy item  
• Increase of number of Councillors- Reply received SDC now checking if a 

Community governance review is the only way as a lenthy and complicated 
procedure 

• The Clay Pigeon Shoot- Shoot taking place everyweek in Huntingford. The 
Clerk to liase with the Clerk of Huntingford. 

• Highways- Awaiting details on the traffic calming Wickwar Road and the Road 
improvements by Developer for Charfield Road 

• Charfield Road leak- Clerk chased Wimpey agin on this as very dangerous 
leaks causing ice.  

• Footpath Awaiting details from Mrs Evans about Ramblers Association 
purchasing a new stile 

• Flying Fox- Grant form submitted 
• Pot Holes Arranged Work completed the Clerk to take up concerns on the 

way the road closure was carried out 
• The Clerk to start work on the Emergency Plan 
• Awaiting quotes for the laying of the playing field hedges Still 

outstanding 
 
 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow Natalie Adams to take part in the discussion 
pending a decision from SDC on the increase in numbers to our allocation of Councillors  
This will then allow the Parish Council to co-opt Natalie on to the Council. 
 
13487/10 -  To discuss the pre-application plans for 37 houses at Chestnut Park. 
  
                         a. To consider the response from the public meeting and to decide on a  
                              course of action 
                         b. To consider the appointment of a planning consultant 
                         c. To consider using some of the reserves to pay for a consultant. 
                         d. To decide on an amount of money to be used in the 2010/11 budget for 
                              the defence of the above planning application  
 
a. The Councillors were pleased with the attendance at the public meeting on Monday 2nd  
    December to discuss the proposed development. There were 43 members of the public  
    present and all were against the proposed development . It was agreed that this was a  
    good turnout considering the amount of notice given and the weather. 
 
b. The Council discussed the appointment of a planning consultant to object to the  
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    proposed planning application. All members of the public in attendance at the public  
    meeting were in favour of this. Paul Hemming asked if the number in attendance was  
    sufficient support to warrant the expenditure. The Clerk advised that we had the Power  
    to raise the money through section 137 and did not necessarily have to get the consent  
    of the village. After a short discussion it was decided that this is a very important issue  
    and difficult times in respect of planning policy due to the changes in legislation. The   
    involvement of an expert in planning law was considered essential if we were to stand  
    any chance of stopping this development and future developments. The consultant had  
    quoted a figure of £1031.00 plus reasonable expenses. A break down of proposed  
    time and cost to be considered has also been supplied. The Clerk had approached 3  
    consultants 2 which advised  Eastington but neither of these were able to take on the  
    case. Ken wood proposed we appoint Navagus as the planning consultant, Norval  
    Hawksworth seconded this proposal all councillors were in favour and the matter was  
    therefore  resolved. 
 
c. The reserves stand at £41171.00 we have forecasted to spend another £15791 by the   
    end of the year. The Councillors agreed that this was an emergency  
    and agreed to use some of the reserves to fund the consultant and to meet the  
    expenses  incurred in the campaign to object to the houses. The use of some of the  
    reserves to fight the planning development was proposed by Ken Wood and seconded 
    by Norval Hawksworth and thereby resolved. All Councillors were in favour  
 
d.  It was agreed to set a budget of £3000 for the campaign against the development. This 

will be allocated to meet the costs of the consultant and all other associated costs 
incurred in the campaign. Sue Evans proposed the figure of £3000 and Jean Simmons 
seconded this amount. All Councillors were in favour so the proposal was thereby 
resolved. 
 

Action Point – The Clerk 
 
13488/10- To agree the interim accounts and full year forecast as discussed at the 
Budget working party.  
 
The Councillors had reviewed the interim accounts documentation before the meeting and 
had no further comments to make. It was proposed by Ken Wood to accept the interim 
accounts as a true record. This was seconded by Jean Simmons. All Councillors were in 
favour, the proposal was thereby resolved.   
  
13489/10 – To agree the setting of the precept for 2011/12 . 

 
a. To consider how the Big Community Offer effects Kingswood and to decide if we 

should increase our precept.  
      b.  To review the NALC briefing on considerations on the setting of your precept 
           
      a.& b The Councillors discussed the cuts being proposed by both the County Council  
          and the District Council and  the changes in policy which could result in the Parish  
          Council having to fund services direct. This could include items such as grit and  
          highways maintenance.  There was also a discussion on how services in Wotton  
          were being affected such as proposed reduction/closure of the library and the   
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       closure of the Wotton Youth club. The Localism Bill was published today and no one  
       really yet understood the effect this would have at Parish Council level in Kingswood.  
       The Clerk advised that there was no cap on Parish Council precept only on District  
       and County Council’s. The message received by the Clerk at the meetings she  
       attended at Stroud District Council was if the parish wanted certain services they may  
       need to fund them their selves through raising the precept A  discussion took place on  
       Kingswood ’s current reserves and the level at which they should be maintained. The  
       Clerk advised that sufficient reserves need to be maintained to operate. Stroud DC  
       may not pay the precept until September instead of the usual date in April. The Parish  
       Council needs to ensure it has adequate funds to operate  during this period of time.  
       David Rockey wished us to replenish the reserves that we had allocated this year for  
       the planning objection and to ensure that we had budgeted in future years to fight  
       planning applications.  The Councillors discussed the effect any raise would have on  
       the villagers. It was agreed that any money raised by the precept was for the use of  
       Kingswood and the village could see exactly where the money was spent.  
 
       The following increase in the precept was proposed by Ken Wood. £3000 to replenish  
       the reserves used this year for the planning objection. A new budget category to be   
       included in 2011/12 for planning and £3000 allocated. A new budget heading of  
       Contingency for Localism to be created, and £3000 to be allocated. This would   
       increase the budget by £9000 from £39500 to £48500. This would equate to an    
       annual  increase per year per household of approximately £18.00. Norman Ward  
       seconded the above proposal. All Councillors were in favour and the above proposal  
       was resolved.  
 
13490/10- Cllr. Norman Ward has put forward the following motion; 
Maintenance of St Mary’s Churchyard road side wall and three established trees adjacent 
to the High Street, being overgrown with ivy, need urgent attention  
  
The above was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk take the following action. To 
ask Mr.J.Carter to cut the ivy 6 inches from the roots. The Clerk to get quotes from the 
gardening contractors to spray the ivy with a chemical to kill it.  Proposed by Norman Ward 
and seconded by Jean Simmons and thereby resolved. 
 
13491/10 To discuss the winter weather arrangements and the provision of grit. 
 
Evans Plumbing at Abbey Trading Estate had agreed to store the Parish Council grit. Sue 
Evans confirmed 6 small bags had been received but no sign yet of the bulk supply of grit 
as promised by Highways. Norval Hawksworth asked when the bins would be filled up. The 
Clerk asked him to advise which ones needed more grit so that she or one of the 
Councillors could collect from Evans Plumbing and fill up the appropriate bins. Sue Evans 
advised that a cut off oil barrel filled with grit was being located on Charfield Road to deal 
with the problem of iced water on the pavement.   
 
13492/10 – The Chairman to feed back on the meeting held on Tuesday 7th December 
at Ebley Mill 
 
The Chairman briefly went through the agenda of the meeting. There was very little of 
relevance to Kingswood as Stroud DC were unable to update us on the effect of the 
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Localism Bill as it had not been published at this date 
  
13493/10- The Clerk to feed back on the Planning Forum held on Tuesday 7th 
December at Ebley Mill  
 
The planning meeting covered the changes to the scheme of delegation and an update of 
the Core Strategy. The Clerk has forwarded the presentation notes on to the Councillors. 
Key points to note are the dates for the next round of consultation in autumn 2011 and that 
the options have been reduced to 3, A, B and D.   
 
13494/10 – To note the letter from Severn Trent informing that the Parish Council is 
no longer entitled to 0 rated VAT 
 
The Councillors noted the content of the letter but also noted that we would still be able to 
claim back the Vat element from Customs and Excise. 
 
13495/10-  To note that the mobile police station will be on The Chipping on 
Thursday 9th December together with a member of SDC. 
 
Noted 
 
13496/10 – To consider the request from Wotton Under Edge Swimming Club and to 
decide if the Parish Council should make an annual contribution to the running of 
the swimming pool. 
 
It was proposed by Ken Wood that we make an annual contribution to the running of 
Wotton swimming pool. This proposal was seconded by Norman Ward. Ken Wood 
proposed we contributed £1000 for 2010/11 this was seconded by Norman Ward. All 
councillors were in favour and the proposal was resolved. 
 
Action Point - Clerk  
 
13497/10  To note the September and October report received from the 
Neighbourhood Warden Pete Wilson 
 
The Councillors noted the reports and had no comments to make. 
 
13498/10 – To consider the request from GAPTC for Councillors to stand as Council 
representatives on the   County Committee  
 
There were no volunteers from Kingswood Parish Council to stand for this position. 
 
13499/10 To note the announcement from Gloucestershire County Council on its 
cost cutting and to discuss how this will effect Kingswood 
 
The Councillors noted the cuts already mentioned of the Library and the Youth Service. 
The full details of the cuts are yet unknown. Councillors asked for this item to be carried 
forward to the January agenda when more detail may be available.  
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13500/10 – To review and comment on the Scrutiny review on 20mph speed limits. 
 
Councillors considered the results of the recent consultation on 20MPH 
Speed limits. John Cordwell asked if the details had come from Sheila Corkett from GCC. 
The Clerk confirmed the details had been supplied by Ellen Tattersall of GRCC. The Clerk 
to check what is the next stage in the proceedings. 
 
13501/10 – To review the concessionary fare scheme for Gloucester. To comment on 
how the changes will affect Kingswood residents. 
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/concessionaryfares 

 
Councillors noted the changes in operation. The key one being that passes can not be 
used until after 9.30. 
 
13502/10 – To review the draft corporate strategy for Gloucestershire County  
Council and to decide how to deal  with the online questionnaire which needs to be 
completed by 7th January 2011. 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/MtC/CorporateStrategy 

 
It was agreed that all Councillors to complete the online questionnaire as individuals. 
Powers delegated to the Clerk to complete on behalf of the Parish Council. Proposed by 
David Rockey all Councillors in favour of the proposal it was thereby resolved. 
 
Action Point – All Councillors and the Clerk 
 
13503/10 – To decide if there is anyone available to attend the Local Partnership 
Project to Increase  Community Composting  event on Monday20th December 2010 
at 7pm  Bluecoat Room Gloucester Guild Hall   
 
The Clerk and Councillors are not available to attend this meeting 
 
13504/10 – To consider the changes to Gloucestershire County Council’s Library 
service. Consultation runs  until 11th February 2011 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=101356 

 
Councillors noted with concern the proposed changes. Clerk to monitor and put on 
January/ February agenda. The Clerk will also circulate a copy of the petition. 
 
13505/10 – To consider the Stroud District Council consultation on Sex 
Establishment Licensing Policy. Details can be found on 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/licensing/sex_consultation.asp. consultation ends 
on 4th March 2011. 
 
The Councillors noted the consultation but did not believe it had any relevance for 
Kingswood. 
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13506/10- To consider the consultation on the Coordinated Admissions 
Arrangements for Gloucestershire County Council for the Academic year 2012/13. 
Consultation ends on 1st March 2011     
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions  
 
The Councillors noted the consultation. 
 
13507/10 - To consider the consultation on policy and Procedure for Electoral 
Reviews and  Principal Area Boundary Reviews 
 http://www.lgbce.org.uk/guidance-policy-and-publications/major-consultation-of- 
english-local-authorities 
 
The Councillors noted the reduction in County Councillors with concern. The proposed 
reduction is from 63 councillors to 53. This could mean a large increase in the area 
covered by John Cordwell therefore reducing is ability to be involved in matters which 
concern the people of Kingswood.  This is  a proposal at the current time. The Clerk to 
carry forward to the January/February agenda. 
 
13508/10 - The following correspondence received for information with no decision    

                  or action required from the Parish Council. 
 
         NALC Legal Briefing on responsibilities on clearing snow and ice on highways 

                   Gloucestershire County Council Estate adoption Task Group 
                   Gloucestershire MAFP Flood warning information.   
                   Supporting Active Communities Grant Scheme launched today 
 
13509/10- To review and comment on planning matters received before the date of  

                  the meeting. 
               

APPLICATION 
 

 S.10/2390/HHold Tyndale Cottage High Street – Single storey side and rear extension  
 
 The Councillors reviewed the application and had no comments to make. 
   
S/10/2398/COU Merryford Farm resubmission for the conversion of redundant 
agricultural buildings to live/work units 
 
Councillors reviewed the application and had no comments to make. 
 
S.10/2437/ADV Renishaw erection of post mounted traffic approach sign and facia 
sign 
 
Councillors reviewed the application and had no comments to make. 
 

  WITHDRAWAL 
 
None received at the date of the meeting 
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PERMITTED 
                 None received at the date of the meeting  
 
                  REFUSAL 
      
                  None received at the date of the meeting  
 
                  APPEAL 
               
                  None received at the date of the meet 
             

 13510/10 To discuss County Council Matters and to a receive a report from the  
 County Councillor John Cordwell. 

 
 The Councillors had no further comments to make on the report. Many of the issues had 
 been raised through out the meeting. 

 
      Please see separate report 
 
     13511/10 - To discuss District Council matter and receive a report from District      
      Councillor Paul Hemming 
 

 Please see separate report 
 

   13512/10 - To receive a report from Mr.K.Lival in connection with the playing field       
   and decide on any appropriate action which may need to be taken. 

 
Reports being received one swing needs attention not carried out as play equipment will 
be taken out of use shortly to prepare for the new equipment 
 
 13513/10 - To approve accounts for payment, sign cheques and Note Additional   
                     Payments Made in line with the Parish Council’s financial regulations. 
                    As listed below .  
 
Payee Amount 

      £ 
VAT 
    £  

Total 
    £ 

Reason Power 

Mrs Evans         
121.87 
  
      

   0.00 
 
 

       121.87 
      
      

Contract Cleaning of toilets 
 

Public Health Act 
1936,s87 

Miss Leonard         
478.30 

   0.00       478.30 Clerk s Salary  

Ecotricity              
60.06 

    
3.00 

 
        63.06 

Electricity Public 
convenience 

 

J Carter          
790.00 

                     790.00 Oiling of war memorial  

Cabot 309.75   54.20        363.95   
      
      
TOTAL     1781.67 0.00     1890.08 TOTAL EXPENDITURE  
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RECEIPTS 
Section 106 SDC 

       
53185.00 

 
0.00 

 
   53185.00 
 

  

SDC         40.00           40.00 Refund for Road closure ?  
Cricket Club Fees       379.00         379.00   
Dignity         255.00           255.00   
TOTAL   53859.00     53859.00 TOTAL RECEIPTS  
 
It was proposed by Norman Ward and seconded by Jean Simmons and therefore resolved 
that the accounts be accepted as a true record.   
 
13514/10 - To consider the monthly bank reconciliation as prepared by the Clerk    
and for the Chairman to sign as a correct record on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Ken Wood proposed that the reconciliation is accepted as accurate, seconded by 
Sue Evans and thereby resolved. 
 
13515/10 The Clerk to feed back outstanding administrative issues reported to in the 
last month or at the end of the last meeting, such as the emptying of litter  
bins, street lighting, highways and  the  Cemetery and note any additional Items  
for Information or referral for a decision to another meeting. 
 
All dealt with through out the meeting.  
The meeting closed at 20.35 
 
Signed  
David Rockey 
Chairman 
 
Administrative Points raised by the Councillors but not forming part of the meeting 
 
Sue Evans asked the Clerk to chase the repair of the dog bin on the Ash Path. 
 
Ken Wood asked when the order for the new play equipment would be submitted. The 
Clerk advised that it should be placed week commencing 20th December 2010. 
Norval Hawksworth commented on overgrown hedges at the back of Laxton Drive and 
Chestnut Park. The Clerk will pass to Pete Wilson to deal with 
 
Jeans Simmons asked if the coffee shop on the Chipping had planning permission to show 
films as this is what they have advertised they will do in the future.  
 
Norval Hawksworth commented on a water leak causing a icy hazard at orchard Walk. The 
Clerk asked for details to be emailed to her and she would take up with the water board. 
 
Ken Wood asked when the seat would be erected as concerns as the bulbs have now 
been planted. 
 
OUTSTANDING MINUTE ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
11836/06 - BUS SHELTER, OLD RECTORY ROAD. 
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A reply is awaited from Gloucestershire County Council regarding positioning of the bus 
shelter. 
 
11838/06 - KATHERINE LADY BERKELEY SCHOOL TRANSPORT. 
 
A reply was received from Applegates outlining why they should not change their route due 
to punctuality and safety concerns on road proposed.  The council noted no difference in 
safety of two roads in question. It was decided to await replies from other Companies. 
Clerk to pursue this matter.  
 
11839/06 - TELEPHONE KIOSK, Old Rectory Road. 
 
Information regarding the ‘listing’ of the telephone kiosk awaited from Stroud District 
Council .     
 
11842/06  - ACCESS PLAYING FIELD 
Kingswood Village Hall Management Committee will consult with the Parish Council 
regarding the installation of double yellow lines on the entrance road to the facility.   
 
11843/06- CHESTNUT PARK - SEAT 
The Clerk has chased this item on numerous occasions. Due to staff changes in Stroud no          

                  one appears to know what has happened  to the seat.  The Clerk is pursuing this matter. 
                 The Councillors have agreed to buy a new seat to put around the new tree.   
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