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New Rose Cottage     
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659 
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Kingswood Parish Council held on Monday 12 September 2011 commencing 
7.15p.m.at Kingswood Village Hall.  
 
PRESENT   
 
Councillors: Chairman Cllr. David Rockey, Cllr. Sue Evans, Cllr. Jean Simmons,  Cllr. Norval Hawksworth, 
Cllr. Ken Wood and Cllr. Norman Ward 
     
Clerk:     Mary Leonard 
 
Glos.County Council County Councillor John Cordwell 
 
Public            There were various members of the public present 
 
Press:            There were no members of the press present 
              
Police            There were no members of the Police present 
 
Neighbourhood Warden - The Neighbourhood Warden was not able to attend. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
A member of the public queried the last minutes as a comment raised about the opening hours of the Spar 
had not been recorded in the minutes. The Clerk explained that public questions fell outside of the meeting 
and did not have to be recorded. She further explained that a brief summary is included and the questions 
about youth provision had been included as it was a question for the Councillors and had been included also 
on the September agenda.  In conclusion a question or a point for action would be included but general 
information may not be. 
  
13777/11 - To receive and note apologies for absence.   
The Parish Council noted apologies for the September meeting from Vice Chairman Cllr. Paul Hemming 
 
13778/11- To receive and record declaration of personal interest. 
 
Cllr .Sue Evans registered an interest in connection with the Public Convenience 

 
13779/11 – To approve the of minutes held on Monday 8

th
 August 2011 

 
The Clerk asked if the Councillors wished any amendments to be made to the matters recorded under pubic 
question. The Councillors indicated that no change was required. 
It was proposed by Cllr Norval Hawksworth to accept the minutes as true record of the meeting. This was 
seconded by Cllr. Sue Evans All Councillors were in favour and the motion was resolved.  
 

13780/11 – To receive a report from the Clerk updating the Council on the following areas 

 Charfield Road Safety Audit – Nothing new to report  

 Parking on the Chestnut Park  - Awaiting Sign to be erected 

  Watercourse Warden –This is ongoing 

 Overgrown hedges –  Wickwar Road reported through to Mr.J.Wilson at 
Highways for action 

 Allotments- Awaiting decision from Wimpey – part of section 106 
agreement for Chestnut Park 
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 Gritting of pavements – See snow policy item  

 Increase of number of Councillors- Awaiting a reply from Stroud  forwarded 
response from  SLCC legal Team 

 Web Site – On Going 

 Highways-  See agenda item below 

 Charfield Road leak- In contact with Taylor Wimpey but little joy 

 Footpath Awaiting details from Mrs Evans about Ramblers Association 
purchasing a new stile 

 Flying Fox- Working with Natalie on this. 

 The Clerk to start work on the Emergency Plan 

 Awaiting quotes for the laying of the playing field hedges Still 
outstanding 

  The a provision of a street light on the Chipping  

 Report on Cemetery Regulations  
 
   
13781/11- To discuss the swing replacements and the Flying Fox and take decisions as appropriate 

 
The Clerk presented the quote from Miracle for a new junior swing. The Miracle quote was for £816.42 to 
install would be an additional £261.19. Cllr Ken Wood asked the Clerk to obtain a quote from Wicksteads and 
to ask Mr.J.Carter how much he would charge for installation. 
 
The Clerk advised that Cllr Paul Hemming and Mr. A. Dann had been looking at Flying Fox around the area. 
The Clerk asked for this item to be carried forward to enable Cllr. Paul Hemming to comment. 
 

13782/11 - To discuss and make decisions as necessary on any tenders received for work in the 

Cemetery Churchyard and Playing field. 
 
The Clerk advised she had been through the quotes and could not see any major differences in work just 
cost. The Councillors debated the quotes and decided to select Branch Walkers. This was proposed by Cllr. 
Norval Hawksworth and Cllr Jean Simmons, all Councillors were in favour and the matter was thereby 
resolved. Cllr. Jean Simmons offered to assist the Clerk in meetings with the contractor. The offer was 
gratefully accepted by the Clerk  

 
13783/11 – To discuss the forthcoming appeal for the Chestnut Park Development and take decisions as 

appropriate. 
 
The Clerk explained the appeal had been now lodged with Stroud District Council. SDC now have 2 weeks 
to get all the paper work to the Inspectorate. One the Inspectorate accepts the appeal there is a 6 week 
period for submission of evidence to the Inspector. 
 
The Clerk and Chairman reported back from the meeting with Phil Skill and Dave Corker at Stroud District 
Council Planning Department. The Planning department would be appointing consultants to defend the case 
at appeal. Taylor Wimpey is intending to twin track the appeal with a new application. This has been listed 
for the December DDC and would need to be determined by this date. If this does not happen Taylor 
Wimpey have indicated they would take the second application to appeal. The appeal is unlikely to be heard 
until January. 

 
13784/11 - To discuss the production of a Neighbourhood Plan 

 The Parish Council had a stand at the Village Show which generated some interest. The Clerk would like to        
suggest that we display this material in the coffee shop. However due to the new application and the appeal 
the Clerk was concerned at the difficulty of progressing the Neighbourhood Plan at the same time. The Clerk 
suggested that it be put on hold and started again after Christmas. Cllr Ken Wood wished the Council to 
proceed with the Neighbourhood Plan. The Clerk advised that if two Councillors were available to take this 
forward and not the same as the Councillors involved in the appeal then it may be possible. The Clerk also 
advised that the Council would have to get additional administrative support to carry this out, as she would 
not be able to take on the appeal, the new application, Neighbourhood Plan and the remainder of the Parish 
work at the same time. Councillors agreed that this could be a problem. Cllr. Ken Wood asked the Clerk to 
take advice for GRCC on this. The Clerk said that she would continue with some peripheral work on the 
Neighbourhood Plan meanwhile.  
     
13785/11 – To review and adopt the Statement of Training for Kingswood Parish Council 
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The Clerk read out the statement of Training for Kingswood. Cllr. Ken Wood proposed the Council accept the 
statement; this was seconded by Cllr. Jean Simmons and as all Councillors were in favour the proposal was 
thereby resolved.  
 
13786/11 - To review and agree on the Quality Status Portfolio 
 
The Clerk advised she was waiting on a response from the Auditors and for confirmation on paperwork to be 
provided re the election as Kingswood Councillors was elected un-opposed. The Clerk asked if Cllr. Ken 
Wood would review the Portfolio. Cllr Ken Wood agreed to this. 
  
13787/11- To discuss alternative options for traffic calming on Wickwar Road 
 
The Clerk met with Chris Riley from Highways to discuss alternatives to the original proposal. The 
consultation threw up 50/50 for and against the build outs.  Highways have advised there is now only one 
other solution to be considered which is cushions. Of the original £30,000 budget only £20,000 remains. 
Highways would like the Parish Council to lead on the consultation so as not to eat into this budget.  The 
proposal is four sets of cushions to be located at 60-100 m apart. These should start where the houses start 
on Wickwar Road and go as far as the Chipping. Constraints to this are driveways and street lighting. Chris 
Riley advised that cushions could reduce speeds by up to 10 mph. Highways will produce a map with the 
suggested locations for the cushions to be located. This should be available to be discussed at the meeting. 
The Clerk would like to suggest that the plans are then displayed in the coffee shop along with a voting slip 
and we ask villagers to make their choice. The Clerk believes that a targeted consultation would be required 
with the residents of Wickwar Road as the cushions could have an effect on the individual residents. If the 
village decides not to go ahead with cushion then this decision will be respected by the Highway Department 
       
The Clerk asked Chris Riley about the VAR. He advised that it is solar powered because there is no street 
lighting at the location and it would be too expensive to provide this. He has asked the street lighting team to 
check this. He will also look at the trigger point. His view is VAR are not very effective at slowing traffic and 
better to concentrate on other ways of reducing speed on this stretch of road.   
       
Chris Riley also looked at the puddle and blocked drain at the end of Wickwar Road /Hillesley Road and will 
arrange for it to be cleared.   
 
Councillors discussed the proposal and had mixed views to how successful it would be in reducing speed. 
The Councillors discussed the best way of carrying out a consultation It was decided that each house in 
Wickwar Road to receive a voting slip to be returned to the box at the coffee shop. Cllr Jean Simmons 
offered to deliver the slips. 
 
13789/11 - To Note the response from the External Auditor on the complaint against the 2010/11 accounts. 
 
The Clerk advised she had not received an approach from the complainant to view the accounts. Awaiting 
the sign off from the auditor. The Clerk advised the comments in publications that had been made were not a 
matter for the Auditor so should not form part of any complaint to them  
 
13790/11 - To review and note the report from the Neighbourhood Warden Pete Wilson 
 
The Clerk advised she still met up with the Warden and he was happy to do jobs for Kingswood especially if 
given a list of work. The Clerk advised that she had given the tree seat to him to erect on the Chipping. The 
Warden had also attended the Village Show and acted as judge in the dog show. This he carried out in his 
own time. Cllr. Norman Ward commented that Pete Wilson’s area was too big and he did not have the time 
to work in Kingswood as he used to. The Clerk advised that the Warden had indicated that if given specific 
tasks within the village he would ensure they were carried. 
 
13291/11 - To review the training note provided by Stroud District Council on changes to the planning 
system and to  discuss the implication to the Parish Council on the proposed changes to a paperless system 
and to make decisions as appropriate.    
 
The Clerk asked the Councillors to consider Phil’s Skills’ recommendation for a projector. The Clerk would 
like the Councillors to agree a budget of up to £400 for the purchase and to ask Cllr Ken Wood purchase the 
projector. The above was proposed by Cllr Norman Ward and seconded by Cllr jean Simmons and the 
matter was resolved. 
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Cllr discussed the option of the Clerk downloading the information on to a memory stick. The Clerk agreed to 
do this.   
 
The dead line for E planning has now been extended to April to allow Council’s time to comply. The Clerk 
suggested that the Council operate the E System at the same time as the paper system during this period to 
allow time to highlight problems whilst paper back up still available. The Clerk also wished to volunteer to be 
part of the working party at SDC. Cllr. Ken Wood proposed that the Clerk should volunteer and the Council 
pay her travelling. This was seconded by Cllr. Sue Evans and as all Councillors were in favour the matter 
was resolved. 
 
13292/11 - To note and comment on the SARA report received from PC Ian Crook.  
 
The Councillors noted the report. 
 
13293/11 - To discuss the public transport consultation and comment accordingly 
 
The Clerk asked if Cllr John Cordwell could give an update on the consultation. The Hopper is to continue 
with the only be possible change being from Thursday to Friday. The 201 would also continue. This was as a 
result of the largest turn out of any of the road show which was held to allow people to comment. The 
Chairman thanked Cllr Cordwell for all his efforts during the consultation and for the good result achieved. 
  
13294/11 - To discuss the provision of Youth services in the area and to comment on the report from Cllr 
June Cordwell Wotton under Edge. 
 
Cllr John Cordwell confirmed the County Council had approved the business plan. The existing youth centre 
building now on the market to be sold. The Youth centre is relocating to the old Police Station. Planning 
permission will be needed for change of use. Kingswood Parish Councillor had all received the report from 
Cllr. June Cordwell. Cllr June Cordwell will be attending the next Kingswood parish Council meeting. 
 
13295/11 - To note the Chief Constables meeting on 12

h
 Oct at 2pm Highnam and to decide if any 

Councillors wishes to attend 
 
None of the Councillors present able to attend. The Clerk to ask Cllr. Paul Hemming if he would be free to 
attend. 
 
13296/11- To consider the Polling District review and make decisions as necessary. 
 
The Councillors considered the questions and agreed the following response. 
 
     1.  Do electors have reasonable facilities for voting – Yes Village Hall suitable 
     2. Is the location of the polling place accessible to the designated electorate?  –Yes with the exception of    
         Chase Lane 
     3. Is the Geographical area and electorate appropriate for the Polling District. -  The exception Chase   
        Lane more in common possibly with Hawkesbury or Wickwar Parish but both of these in a different  
        County, South Gloucestershire not Stroud. The Farm at the end of Vine Yard Lane in Wotton may be   
         more appropriate in Kingswood as closer to Kingswood than Wotton.    
 
       The above was proposed by Cllr. Ken Wood and seconded by Cllr Norman Ward and thereby resolved. 
 
13297/11 - To consider the letter of Charfield Parish Council in relation to the production of their Parish Plan 
and how the Parish Council would wish to respond 
 
The Councillors agreed the following areas were of common interest. Footpaths, Highways, street lighting, 
Public transport employment, housing. 
 
The Clerk to respond as above and also to consult with the Charfield Clerk on their involvement in the 
production of Kingswood’s Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Proposed Cllr Ken Wood seconded by Cllr .Sue Evans and the issued was thereby resolved.  
 
13298/11 - To review the Neighbourhood Wardens Report 
 
Councillors had received the report before the meeting and had nothing to add or discuss. 
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13299/11 - The following correspondence received for information with no decision or action required 
from the Parish Council. 
  
           The Playing Field  
 
           GAPTC July 2100 LAIS 1324 Change of Use     
                                          LAIS  1326 Cheque payments 
                                          LAIS 1325 Open Public Services 
                                          L06-11 Code of Conduct 
                                          P20-11 Localism Bill so far 
                                          CE01-11 Open Public Service White paper 
                                          C02-11  Queens Jubilee 
 
The Clerk advised the Councillors present that the legal updates were highly relevant and could help the 
Councillors in exercising their duties 
 
13300/11To review and comment on planning matters received before the date of the meeting. The 
following applications were received by the time the agenda was issued: 
          
            APPLICATION 

None received at the time of the issue of the agenda 
 
APPEALS 
Planning Appeal Chestnut Park APP/C1625/A/112159846 

 
This item was discussed under September minute ref 13783/11 
 
13301/11- To discuss County Council Matters and to a receive a report from the County Councillor 
John Cordwell. 
 
The Councillors had read the report and had no further questions for Cllr. John Cordwell. 
 
13302/11- To discuss District Council matter and receive a report from District Councillor Paul 
Hemming 
 
Councillors noted the report 
 
13303/11 - To receive a report in connection with the Playing field and to decide on any appropriate action 
which may need to be taken. 
 
The Clerk reported that the Play Equipment Safety checks being carried out al. No problems apart from the 
senior swings as previously discussed.  The Clerk would like to ask Cllr. Jean Simmons to get the grass seed 
and re seed as previously discussed. This was proposed by Cllr, Ken wood and seconded by Cllr. Norman 
Ward and the issue was resolved. 
 
 Ben Crocker has cut back weeds and applied more killer to the stumps. 
 
13304/11 24.  To approve accounts for payment, sign cheques and Note Additional Payments Made in line 
with The Parish Council’s financial regulations.  Those received at time of the issue of the agenda are             
listed below 
The Parish Council is eligible to operate the Power of Welling  
 
Payee Amount 

      £ 
VAT 
    £  

Total 
    £ 

Reason 

Mrs Evans          121.87 
   
      

          121.87 
 
 

Contract Cleaning of toilets 
 

Miss Leonard 
Travel 

       £511.46 
            
 

       £511.46 
  

Clerks Salary 
  

BT Business Direct           49.99    9.99            59.98 New Parish Phone 2 handsets and 
answer phone 

Severn Trent Water          18.22   0.00        18.22 Charge for Standing Pipe Rectory 
Road 
 

Showday          20.00         20.00 Charge for stand 

Ecotricity          34.33       1.72        36.05 Electricity for toilets 
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Cabot Industrial Landscapes        619.50   123.90      743.40 Cabot grass cutting churchyard and 
Cemetery 

Ben Crocker        150.00       150.00 Cutting back weeds at the playing 
field and applying weed killer to 
stumps 

TH Hawkins        559.89  111.98      671.87 Grass cutting Playing field 

BT          66.16    11.23         79.39 Phone calls and line rental 

Printer Inks        207.29    41.46      248.75  Full set of ink for printer  

     

TOTAL     2358.71  300.28    2658.99  

           

Receipt     

     

     

Total     

 
 
Cllr. Ken Wood proposed to accept the above payments as correct Cllr. Norman Wood seconded this 
proposal all Councillors were in favour and it was therefore resolved. 
 
13305/11 To consider the monthly bank reconciliation as prepared by the Clerk and for the Chairman to 
sign as a correct record on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
The Councillors reviewed the bank reconciliation and Cllr. Ken Wood proposed to accept the reconciliation 
and Cllr. Norval Hawksworth seconded this and all Councillors were in favour and the motion was thereby 
resolved.  
 
13306/11 The Clerk to feed back outstanding administrative issues reported to her in the last month 
or at the  
 
No items to add 
 
The meeting ended at 9.15pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed  
David Rockey 
Chairman 
10

th
 October 2011 
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Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its 
functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety 
and Human Rights. 

 
OUTSTANDING MINUTE ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 
11836/06 - BUS SHELTER, OLD RECTORY ROAD. 
 
A reply is awaited from Gloucestershire County Council regarding positioning of the bus shelter. 
 
11838/06 - KATHERINE LADY BERKELEY SCHOOL TRANSPORT. 
 
A reply was received from Applegates outlining why they should not change their route due to punctuality and 
safety concerns on road proposed.  The council noted no difference in safety of two roads in question. It was 
decided to await replies from other Companies. Clerk to pursue this matter.  
 
11839/06 - TELEPHONE KIOSK, Old Rectory Road. 
 
Information regarding the ‘listing’ of the telephone kiosk awaited from Stroud District Council.     
 
11842/06  - ACCESS PLAYING FIELD 
Kingswood Village Hall Management Committee will consult with the Parish Council regarding the installation 
of double yellow lines on the entrance road to the facility.   
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