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New Rose Cottage     
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659 
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Kingswood Parish Council held on Monday 14th November 2011 
commencing 7.15p.m.at Kingswood Village Hall.  
 
PRESENT   
 
Councillors: Chairman Cllr. David Rockey, Vice Chair Cllr. Paul Hemming, Cllr. Sue Evans, Cllr. 
Jean Simmons, Cllr. Norval Hawksworth, Cllr. Ken Wood and Cllr. Norman Ward 
     
Clerk:     Mary Leonard 
 
Glos.County Council County Councillor John Cordwell was in attendance 
Public            There were members of the public present 
 
Press:            There were no members of the press present 
              
Police            There were no members of the police present 
 
Neighbourhood Warden - The Neighbourhood Warden was not able to attend. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
A summary of questions and concerned were raised as follows; What is the process for follow up action?  
Concerns were raised over the lack of procedure, and information not being made available to members of 
the Development Control Committee.  Miss-leading information was given to Councillors on education, jobs 
drainage and the orchard. What could be done to ensure a fairer hearing in the future. The Chairman stated 
that these issues would be addressed later in the meeting. 
 
13852/11 - To receive and note apologies for absence.   
 
There were no apologies 
 
13853/11- To receive and record declaration of personal and prejudicial interest. 
 
Cllr. Sue Evans expressed an interest in the public convenience and Cllr. Jean Simmons expressed an interest on the 
item relating to a leak on the Highways adjacent to Folly Farm 

 
13854/11 . Parish Councillors to discuss the decision to approve the planning application for 27 houses at 

Chestnut  Park S.11/1839/ful  
        
     a. To decide if the Parish Council wishes to enter a motion of no Confidence in the planning  

           system as operated by Stroud District Council with regard to process, procedure and conduct . 
        
     b. To review the decision notice and the conditions attached and to discuss if this covers the  
          concerns raised. To take decisions as appropriate . 
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The Chairman asked for Cllr. Paul Hemming’s opinion. Cllr Hemming stated that the Parish Council 
needs to remember that the Planning Department is there to pass plans. SDC takes expert advice from 
its list of people. There was a lot of additional information that was brought forward as late papers that 
Councillors would not have had time to take in. There was an inadequacy in reports and in statements at 
the meeting. However In his opinion he is not sure it would have changed the decision. Officers were 
stating their conclusions based on information put forward by their appointed experts. Cllr. Paul 
Hemming does not see a motion of no confidence as appropriate and believes the Parish Council should 
graciously accept the application and the decision. 
 
Cllr. Sue Evans had the opinion that there was there were a lot of things wrong, archaeology and 
flooding to name two issues.  She though the matter should go to the ombudsman. There would then be 
feedback from them on the fairness of the process. Cllr. Sue Evans could not see what had changed so 
much since March to warrant the Councillors approving the application. 
 
Cllr Jean Simmons stated that the village gave their view on the application and a large majority 
objected to it. However the LPA have approved it. Cllr. Jean Simmons believes we should just accept 
the decision and move on. 
 
Cllr. Ken Wood thought it was unwise to go for Judicial Review without legal advice. He believed the 
LPA preferred the advice from their experts rather than the one supplied by the Parish.  He did however 
think that the matter should go to the Ombudsman for his opinion.  
 
Cllr. David Rockey referred to the misleading response from Officer’s to the Councillors on the 
availability of 120 new jobs at Renishaw and also to the comments concerning a super market. 
 
Cllr. Norman Ward stated he was mystified as to how the members of the Development Control 
Committee could come to this decision based on the policies for the District. He was puzzled by the 
comments on the Supermarket. The Majority of the houses on this development would market for over 
£300,000. The affordable houses offer had been reduced. The proposed houses were suitable for 
professionals and not young families. The members did not query the tactics of changing the houses to 
bigger more expenses houses. In his opinion it was a very weak decision showing no regard for the local 
community. The proposed houses would be outside the means of most local people. 
 
Cllr. Norval Hawksworth stated that he did not attend the decision but had read most of the details sent 
to him. He believed the matter should be referred to the Ombudsman. He believed that Kingswood  
needed houses for young people and the proposed houses would  not fill that need. He also cautioned 
that the Parish Council need to keep the cost down on any action taken. 
 
 The Chairman suspended Standing orders to take additional comment from the public. 
 
There were concerns raised on the previous application and the connection for refusal on this 
application. However it was supposed to be a separate application. The reasons finally put forward for 
refusal on the previous application were not the full reasons as put forward by Members. This now has 
an effect on the reasons for refusal this time. The proposed development did not meet the needs of local 
people. 
 
Concerns were also raised on the matter of affordable housing and the tenure first agreed by SDC being 
outside of policy which was not deliverable. Concerns were also raised about the withdrawal of the 
£25,000 and whether this was ever a genuine offer. 
 
Concerns were raised as to there being no thought for the needs of the local community and the fact 
that we had never said no to development. It was noted that although we need to be mindful of costs a 
stand should be made. 
 
Members of the public were very concerned that the conditions should be fully policed.  
The public were also sceptical that the appeal would be withdrawn and were unhappy that the Planners 
had not put forward any evidence on the flood risk which remains a huge concern to the village.. 
 
The Chairman reinstated Standing orders 
  
The Chairman asked if the councillors wished to go for a vote of no confidence in the planning system. 
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After a review of earlier comments it was proposed by Cllr. Paul Hemming not proceed with this motion.  
Cllr. Jean Simmons seconded this and all councillors were in favour the matter was resolved. 
 
The Chair then asked the Councillors for their decision on taking a complaint to the Local Government 
Ombudsman. Cllr. Sue .Evans proposed that the Parish Council did proceed with a compliant to the 
Ombudsman. Cllr. Ken Wood seconded this proposal and all Councillors were in favour the matter was 
resolved.  
 
The Chairman asked the Councillors for a decision on taking the decision to a judicial review. 
Councillors were concerned on the amount of costs this would incur. Cllr. Ken Wood proposed that we 
attempt to get free advice on the possibility of a judicial review. This was seconded by Norval 
Hawksworth. Cllr. Jean Simmons and Cllr. Paul Hemming abstained from voting on this issue but all 
remaining Councillors were in favour and the issue was resolved.  
 
Councillors discussed the possibility of asking MP Geoffrey Clifton Brown to call in the decision. Cllr. 
Hemming suggested that the Parish Council seek his advice as he may encourage the withdrawal of the 
appeal and the payment of the £10,000. This was proposed by Cllr. Norman Ward and seconded by Cllr. 
Ken Wood all Councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved 
 
Cllr. Ken Wood proposed that the Parish Council make a formal complaint through the Stroud District 
Council’s complaint process on the process and procedure applied during this application. This was 
seconded by Cllr. Norman Ward all Councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved.  
 
The Chairman would like to formally express his thanks to all who had worked hard on the details of this 
application and in putting across the points of the Parish Council and the village .He also thanked the 
Clerk for her efforts on this matter. 
    

13855/11- The Parish Council to decide how best to take the Neighbourhood Plan forward. 
 
The Chairman asked if this issue could wait until after the GRCC training at the end of the month. The Clerk 
advised that she did not think it could as a lot of work to be completed. The Clerk was concerned that the 
next Parish Council meeting would not be until 12

th
 December, and with Christmas approaching and the 

possibility of bad weather, the Council need to get this launched now. The Clerk understood that 
Neighbourhood Planning could pass into law as quickly as April 2012. The proposed plan would need to be 
ready to go to inspection at this time.  
 
The Council working party on Neighbourhood Planning agreed to to meet on Tuesday22nd November at the 
Chairman’s house at 7.15. The Clerk said she would contact Marilyn Cox from GRCC to see is she was able 
to attend.  
 
13856/11 – The Parish Council to discuss the GRCC Neighbourhood planning event to be held on 

Wednesday 30
th
 November at Maisemore Village Hall 6.15- 8.15 

 
The Chairman asked if any Councillors free to attend this event. Unfortunately all Councillors had other 
engagements on this date. Cllr David Rockey to attend. 
 
13857/11 -  The Parish Council to decide if they wish to instigate a Housing Needs Survey 

    
The Councillors discussed the purpose of the Housing Needs Survey and the importance in planning terms 
to have up to date and accurate information for the village.  
 
The Clerk had previously forwarded examples of the types of surveys that could be conducted.  The 
Councillors to consider which questions and what types of questions to be appropriate for  Kingswood and 
the best method of conducting the survey.  How should responses be gathered? Should responses go direct 
to GRCC if they contained information relating to household incomes’.  It was proposed by Cllr. Ken wood 
that the Parish Council commissions a Housing need Survey this was seconded by Cllr. Sue Evans and all 
Councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved. 
 
13858/11 - Councillors to discuss the decision by Stroud District Council to make changes to the 

Neighbourhood  Warden system. To discuss the letter of apology and to decide on a response 
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Councillors were disappointed with the decision to move the Warden as they believed consistency and 
working relationships were of the utmost importance in this role. Councillors asked the Clerk to write to the 
District Council expressing their disappointment in the decision. This was proposed by Cllr. Norman Ward 
and seconded by Cllr. Paul Hemming all Councillors were in agreement and the matter was resolved.   
 
13859/11 - The Parish Council to discuss the proposal for traffic calming on Wickwar Road and how to 
consult with residents. 

 
Councillors considered the proposal. Councillors agreed the method of consultation as follows. Letters to be 
delivered direct to houses on Wickwar Road, from the intersection with Somerset Close and continue to the 
end of the houses on Wickwar Road, plus the two effected houses at the end of Somerset Drive. Details of 
the proposal to be placed in the Grapevine and to be displayed in the coffee shop. Cllr. Jean Simmons 
agreed to deliver the details to Wickwar Road. Councillor’s to discuss the results of the consultation in the 
December meeting. 
 
13860/11- The Chair and Clerk to feed back to Council on the complaint from a member of the electorate 
against 2010/1 accounts and Councillors to make decisions as appropriate. 

 
The member of the electorate has indicated he still has a compliant and wishes to take this further. The Clerk 
advised that the auditor will be bringing the matter to a conclusion. 
 
13861/11 - The Parish Council to consider the Highways Big Community offer and how this will have 
implications for the    future. 
 
The Clerk advised the Councillors on this and asked them to consider the impact this could have on the 
budget for Kingswood 
               
13862/11 - The Parish Council to discuss if they wish to put forward items for the agenda  for the meeting at 
Stroud District Council with David Hagg on Tuesday 6

th
 December. Nailsworth TC had wished to bring 

forward an item on consultation. Would we support this motion? The Clerk advised the wording would be as 

follows “ Kingswood Parish Council would like SDC to consider a memorandum of understanding or a 
charter on communication and consultation with the Town and Parish Councils” 
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Ken wood and seconded by Cllr. Norman Ward that the Clerk ask for this to be 
included on the agenda for the above meeting 
 
13863/11 - The Parish Council to discuss the Stroud District Council consultation on dog fouling and to 
decide on a response. 

 
Councillors discussed the proposal and agreed it was a step in the right direction. Councillors decided to 
consult with the village on how they wished to see the proposal enacted in Kingswood. Details of the 
consultation to be put in the Grapevine the details also to be displayed in the coffee shop. Councillors to 
discuss the response in the December meeting.  
 
13864/11 - The Parish Council to discuss the quotes for a new junior swing and make a decision on 

purchase. 
 
Councillors considered the quotes and asked the Clerk to consult with Jan Carter on the necessary repairs. 
To be discussed further in the December meeting. 
 
13865/11 - The Parish Council to discuss and decide the amount of donation to Royal British legion for the 

Poppy wreath 
             

Cllr. Jean Simmons proposed that the Council donate £50.00 to the Royal British Legion for the poppy 
wreath. Cllr. Sue Evans seconded the proposal and all Councillors were in favour and the matter was 
resolved. 
 
13866/11- The Parish Council to review the consultation document Gloucestershire County Council Final 

Review and make comments as appropriate. 
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The Clerk advised the link to the report is www.igbc.org.uk. The Stroud area and the Wotton Under Edge 
Division is discussed on page 15 of the report. It does appear that the Commission have looked at various 
different variations, but have not considered if the proposed number of 53 Councillors is the right number, or 
would it work better with a different number of Councillors. These recommendations now go before 
Parliament and if accepted come into force in 2013. 

  
13867/11 - The Clerk to update the Council on the Planning E consultation. 

 
The Clerk updated the Council on E consultation and explain that it did not appear to be working correctly, 
and would continue to liaise with the IT people at the District Council on the problems.  
 
13868/11 - The Parish Council to review the Chief Constable presentation and make comments as 
appropriate. 
 
Councillors had no comments to make on the presentation. 
              
13869/11-  The Parish Council to discuss the GRCC accelerator project and if they wish to make a 

comment. 
 
Councillors had no comments to make on the presentation. 

 
13870/11 -To discuss the leak in the Highways adjacent to Folly Farm and take decisions as necessary 
 
The Clerk advised that Highways were liaising with the water board on this matter. Highways wished to see 
the leak repaired before the bad weather. The Clerk to continue to monitor this issue 

 
13871/11 -To review the Neighbourhood Wardens Report. 

 
Councillors requested that the Clerk write thanking Warden Pete Wilson for his hard work and commitment. 
The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council give a gift of a bottle of wine as a mark of the Council’s 
appreciation. The Clerk agreed that this would be in order. All Councillors agreed with this proposal and the 
matter was resolved.  
 
13872/11 -The following correspondence received for information with no decision or action required 
from the Parish Council. 
                    
The Clerk advised the Councillors to read the updates 
 
                 October LAIS UPto2Date 
 
13873/11 -To review and comment on planning matters received before the date of the meeting. 

          The following applications were received by the time the agenda was issued 
APPLICATIONS  
 
 S.11/2078/ful Land to the rear of 20 Hillesley Road  Revised attached dwelling s.10/1619/ful 
The Councillors discussed the above application and made the following comments 
 
The development would be an over development of the site. It removes the parking space for number 20. 
The development has only 1 parking space.. The development site compromises rear access to numbers 14 
and 18. maybe others. A similar application has been refused at appeal on highway safety. Councillors do 
not believe that this application has addressed the safety concerns and would wish to object to the 
application on this basis. 
 
 S.11/2069/hh 14 Charfield Road to lift Roof level on existing bungalow and add upper floors and                     
window.    
 

The Councillors reviewed the application and had no comments to make 
 
The Renishaw applications 

http://www.igbc.org.uk/
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The Clerk advised the Council that she had not looked in detail at the two Renishaw applications and would 
advise that a separate meeting was held to look at the full implications of the applications. She was 
particularly concerned about looking at the flood risk assessments and the transport and Highways report 
However Councillors wished to comment as follows 
 
S.11/1942/ful Charfield works Erection of two storey building for R&D to include car park 
 
Councillors wished to comment on the barriers and would like them to be open all of the time when staff have 
access to the site to cut down on congestion on the road. 
 
Cllr. Ken Wood Proposed the Parish Council supported the application, Cllr Paul Hemming seconded this 
proposal and all Councillors agreed the matter was resolved.  
 
 
S.11 1941ful Renishaw New Mills Erection of building for R&D car park and landscaping maintain the 
footpath new Mills to Kingswood 
 
The Clerk advised again that she was concerned on the flood risk on this application and that we had not yet 
assessed the detail. This application is smaller than the current extant application 
The Clerk advised that there was no section 106 amount put forward and she would like to look at the 
implications on transport and highways. Councillors asked for a comment to be made on improvements to all 
footpath to encourage staff to walk to the site .Councillors were also concerned about the roundabout and the 
lack of bus shelter. 
 
 Councillors felt that they should make a comment on this application and neither support or object. Proposed 
by Cllr. Ken Wood and seconded by Cllr. Paul Hemming all Councillors were in favour and the matter was 
resolved. 
                 
The Following applications were for information only 
 
 S.11/2036/TCA 5 Wotton Road Pollarding of large Lime tree    
 S.11/19 1975 TCA 8 High Street Fell Robina Tree leaving a 4m branch    
 
 
13874/11- To discuss District Council matter and receive a report from District Councillor Paul Hemming 
 
Cllr Hemming informed the Parish Council that the Stroud District Cabinet were meeting in the next week to 
review planning policy for the district.  
 
13875/11.To discuss County Council matters and receive a report from County Councillor John Cordwell 

 
Cllr. John Cordwell informed the parish Council that the Police had now vacated the Police Station and were 
now located in the Library.  
 
13876/11 To receive a report in connection with the Playing field and to decide on any appropriate action 
which  may need to be taken. 
 
The Clerk advised that reports had been received and the concerns on the multi play unit had been sent to 
the supplier.   
 
The Clerk was advised that the bins had not been emptied at the playing field again The Clerk reminded 
Councillors that she had asked for this to be reported to her weekly so that she could chase at the time. 
 
13877/11 - To approve accounts for payment, sign cheques and Note Additional Payments Made in 
line with the Parish Council’s financial regulations.  Those received at the time the agenda was issued 
are listed below. 

 
           Kingswood Parish Council operates under the Power of Well Being 
                                      

Date Payee Amount 
      £ 

VAT 
    £  

Total 
    £ 

Reason 
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 Mrs Evans          121.87 
  
      

         121.87 
 
 

Contract Cleaning of toilets 
 

 Miss Leonard 
Travel 

          ?              ?      Clerks Salary 
Expenses to course in Swindon 

 Royal British legion 
 

            50.00             50.00 Wreath suggested £50 

 Cabot landscapes          309.75  61.95          371.70 Grass cutting Churchyard and 
cemetery 

 Revenue and Customs          554.56           554.56 PAYE 

      

      

 TOTAL          986.18 61.95        1048.13  

            

 Receipt     

      

 
Cllr. Sue Evans proposed that the Council accept the payments as correct. This was seconded by Cllr. 
Norval Hawksworth and was agreed by all Councillors the matter was resolved.  
 
 
13878/11 -  To consider the monthly bank reconciliation as prepared by the Clerk and for the 
Chairman to sign  as a correct record on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
The Clerk to feedback outstanding administrative issues reported to her in the last month or at the end of   
the last meeting, such as the emptying of litter bins, street lighting, highways and the Cemetery  and note any 
additional Items for information or referral for a decision to another meeting.  To receive a report from the 
Clerk updating the Council on the outstanding items for information only. 

 

 Charfield Road Safety Audit – Nothing new to report  

 Parking on the Chestnut Park  - Awaiting Sign to be erected 

 Overgrown hedges –  Wickwar Road reported through to Mr.J.Wilson at Highways for action 

 Increase of number of Councillors- Awaiting a reply from Stroud  forwarded response from  SLCC 
legal Team 

 Web Site – On Going 

 Charfield Road leak- To Monitor 

 Footpath Awaiting details from Mrs Evans about Ramblers Association purchasing a new stile 

 Flying Fox- Working with Natalie on this. 

 The Clerk to start work on the Emergency Plan 

 Awaiting quotes for the laying of the playing field hedges Still outstanding 

  The a provision of a street light on the Chipping  

 Report on Cemetery Regulations  

 Trees at the cemetery on going 

 Replacement swing – on going 

 Neighbourhood Plan - On going 
 
 

The meeting ended at 9.20pm. 
 
Signed 
 
 
 
 
David Rockey 
14

th
 November 2011 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its 
functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety 
and Human Rights. 


