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New Rose Cottage     
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659 
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Kingswood Parish Council held on Monday 27th February 2012 commencing 
7.15p.m.at Kingswood Village Hall.  
 
PRESENT   
 
Councillors: Chairman Cllr. David Rockey, Vice Chair Cllr. Sue Evans, Cllr. Jean Simmons, Cllr. Norval 
Hawksworth, Cllr. Ken Wood and Cllr. Norman Ward 
     
Clerk:     Mary Leonard 
 
Gloucestershire County Council: County Councillor John Cordwell was unable to attend this meeting as was 
required at the Wotton.  
 
Stroud District Council: Ward Councillor Paul Hemming unable to attend this meeting 
 
Public            There were various members of the public present. 
Press:            There were no members of the press present. 
              
Police            There were no members of the police present. 
 
Neighbourhood Warden - The Neighbourhood Warden Peter Gleed was unable to attend this meeting. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
A member of the public raised concerns on the Housing Needs Survey. These concerns had been emailed 
and circulated to all Councillors in advance of the meeting. The main points raised were the form sought the 
opinion of one member of the household and was undemocratic.  GRCC has agreed to amend the form 
going forward and this was acceptable to the person who raised the query. He urged the Parish Council 
through theirs and KKaV’s email data base to promote a response by individuals of the online survey. The 
Chairman thanked him for his observations.  
 
There were members of the public representing the views of Vineyard Lane who were concerned about the 
planning application for change of use of Park Mill Farm. The main concerns were the change of use of the 
cow byre to an event venue. The following points were raised. The road is narrow and in-appropriate for an 
increase in traffic. The type and numbers of events planned for the future was not detailed.  The current 
damage to the road and damage to an adjacent property caused by vehicles servicing Park Mill Farm.  In 
summary the road inappropriate for any change which would result in an increase traffic 
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13980/12 - To receive and note apologies for absence.   
 
Cllr. Paul Hemming sent his apologies as he was unable to attend the meeting due to a prior engagement. 
His apologies were noted. 
 
13981/12- To receive and record declaration of personal and prejudicial interest. 
 
Cllr. David Rockey wished to declare a personal interest in the planning application for S.12/0298 Waterfall, 
Nind Lane, proposed new Porch as he is a friend of the applicant. 

     

13982/12- To review the details which will form the complaint in relation to the procedure and the decision 
to build 27 houses at Chestnut Park. 
 
Councillors agreed the details in the outline complaint circulated in advance of the meeting to all 
councillors. Cllr. Ken Wood wished to ensure that the reasons for objection requested by members of the 
Development Control Committee, on application s.10/2450/ful for 37 Houses at Chestnut Park, but not 
allowed by Phil Skill were included in this complaint. The Clerk agreed to view the videos of the 
Development Control proceedings, to ensure she had accurate information on this. 
 
The Clerk asked for Councillors to review the decision notice and to forward her their comments for 
inclusion. This to be achieved by Monday 5th March 2012. 
 
This item to be carried forward on to the March agenda 
 
13983/12 - To discuss the Stroud District Council Core Strategy and to formulate a draft outline response to 
the consultation. 
 
The following points were discussed. 
 
The correct procedure for the registration of an applicant, for a place at the primary school when a year 
group is full.  Applications are not being formally made as parents being told in a phone call that no places 
are available. This could be having an effect on Kingswood as the details are not registered at County 
Council. The Clerk to review and formulate a question for the school Governors to be put at the next 
meeting. 
 
 Councillors looked at the settlement classification for Kingswood. Cllr. Ken Wood had done some research 
into the possibility of getting to a train station by public/sustainable transport from Kingswood in 30 
minutes.  He found this was not possible. We therefore do not satisfy the criteria for this classification 
 
The question was raised should the criteria be reviewed before the 10 year life of the strategy as the criteria 
that is applied is likely to change within this time. The criterion for the primary school and convenience 
shop is meaning less without further explanation e.g.  spaces available in all year groups at the primary 
school.   
 
Councillors expressed concerns that such an important consultation was only running for six weeks and that 
there was no unmanned information in the Wotton cluster. The Clerk to make these observations to the 
District Council. 
 
Councillors to review the strategy and send observations to the clerk for inclusion in the Parish Council’s 
response, for circulation to all councillors prior to the March meeting. It was agreed that all points to be 
sent to the Clerk by Monday 5th March 2012.  
 
13984/12 - T o discuss the complaint received from an elector on the format of the Housing needs Survey 
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and to take decisions as   necessary. 
 
Councillors received details of the complaint prior to the meeting for information.         
Councillors discussed the survey and although very grateful for the points raised by the member of the 
electorate did not feel it would be correct to reissue it. Cllr. Ken Wood proposed we proceed with the 
survey in its present format, Cllr Jean Simmons seconded the proposal. All Councillors were in favour and 
the matter was resolved.  
 
The Clerk to check the survey was now available on-line for completion and that GRCC would take up the 
suggested corrections. 
 
13985/12 To review the new proposals for libraries within Gloucestershire and to consider a draft response 
to the proposals. 
 
The Councillors were very concerned about the library consultation and the availability of information on 
the consultation and the effects on the Wotton Library. Without this information Councillors do not believe 
that they have been properly consulted 
 
The Library will be opened for 20 hours per week. The Councillors wished to know which hours and had 
analysis of usage time been carried out. Did the opening times coincide with the use of the Wotton Hopper 
and the times when children most likely to be able to access the library. 
 
The Clerk to find out how previous section 106 money had been spent in relation to Wotton Library. The 
Councillors believe they are unable to respond to this consultation with out this additional information. This 
item to be carried forward to the March agenda. 
 
13986/12 – To discuss the date of the April meeting as the scheduled meeting falls on Easter Monday  
 
The Councillors reviewed the available dates and decided that the April meeting should be brought forward 
to Monday 2nd April 2012. 
 
13987/12 - To review and comment on planning matters received before the date of the meeting. 
 
 APPLICATIONS  
S.11/2504/COU Park Mill Farm Proposed change of use of The Stables to a part time holiday cottage       
Change of use of The Cow Byre to include a part time function and event room.  
 
The Councillors viewed the details available but were unhappy as no up to date information available 
except for information on a previous decision notice 
          
The Councillors discussed the access and the unsuitability of the road for any increase of traffic. 
 
The Councillors were not as concerned about the holiday cottage but had reservations concerning the 
change of use of the cow byre for an events venue. They thought that any change which could result in 
significant increase of vehicles on this road would be unacceptable. They reviewed the details on the 
damage to an adjacent property to Vineyard Lane caused by vehicle accessing Park Mill farm and had 
sympathy with the householder.   A condition to be applied stating that the cottage would need to remain 
tied to the farm. 
 
The Clerk to ask the Planning Officer for more information to be available on this application. 
 
Based on the information available the Councillors wished to make a comment only on the holiday cottage 
that it would result in an increase in traffic. 
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Councillors wished to object to the change of use of the Cow Byre based on the following policies 
 
Policy GE 1 Unacceptable level of noise, general disturbance   
 
Policy EM8 -    New buildings for farm based enterprise will be permitted if all the following criteria are met.  
2. the development is appropriate in scale to the locality. 
3. the development would improve local employment opportunities 
Councillors believe the proposals do not meet the above policy on the evidence provided. 
 
Policy  Em9 -    Development proposals that expand the range of tourist facilities and increase the tourist 
attraction for the  District, including overnight tourist accommodation in hotels guest houses or bed and 
breakfast will be permitted provided that  
 3. there is no significant element of retail or residential development 
 4. there is no adverse impact on the vitality and viability of nearby settlements. 
 
Policy GE5 -    Permission will not be granted for any development that would likely to be detrimental to the 
highway safety of any user of any highway or public right of way. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Ken Wood to object to the change of use. This was seconded by Cllr. Norman Ward. 
All Councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Ken Wood that if this application looked likely to be approved, that the Parish 
Council to ask for it to be referred to the Development Control Committee. This was seconded by Cllr. 
Norman Ward. All Councillors were in favour the matter was resolved.  
 
S.12/0321/HHOLD  9 Wickwar Road Kingswood, Wotton-Under-Edge, Gloucestershire, GL12 8RF     
Two storey rear extension, garage and new access Link 
      

Councillors reviewed this application and were concerned about the size of the extension, Councillors noted 
it was no nearer the boundary but was concerned the plot would be significantly increased in size 
 
The Councillors reviewed the change of access and were concerned that the proposed access would be 
dangerous. It would be adjacent to the existing village hall access and opposite the access to two other 
properties. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Sue Evans that the application be rejected as contrary to policy GE5 Highway Safety. 
This was seconded by Cllr. Ken Wood. All Councillors were in favour the matter was resolved.          
      
S.12/0298 Waterfall Nind Lane proposed new Porch 
 
Cllr. David Rockey has declared a personal interest in this planning application as he is a friend of the 
applicant. Cllr. Rockey was aware of the rules surrounding the 2007 Code of Conduct in relation to personal 
interest and conformed to them. 
 
Councillors reviewed the application and had no concerns on it.  Cllr. Norman Ward proposed the Parish 
Councillor responded with no comments or observations to make on the application. This was seconded by 
Cllr. Jean Simmons. All Councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved. 
            
 S.12/0300/TCA St Marys Church work to various trees 

 
This application relates to the Parish Councils own application to work on trees in the church yard which is a 
conservation area. 
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S.12/0196/ Merryford Farm discharge of conditions 7&8 S.10/2398/col 
 

Councillors reviewed the conditions and were unhappy as they could not see the drawing of what had 
originally been required. Councillors wished to ensure that all conditions to be met. The Clerk to follow up 
with the Planning Officer to gain more information. 
              
Meeting ended at 20.25 
 

 
 

Signed 
David Rockey 
Chairman of Kingswood Parish Council 
 
 
 
Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of 
its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & 
Safety and Human Rights. 

 


