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New Rose Cottage     
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659 
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Kingswood Parish Council held on Monday 13th August 2012 commencing 7.15 
p.m.at the Village Hall Wickwar Road 
 
PRESENT   
 
Councillors:, Vice- Chairman Cllr. Paul Hemming, Cllr. Sue Evans, Cllr. Jean Simmons, Cllr. Norval 
Hawksworth and Cllr. Toby Phillips  
     
Clerk  Mary Leonard 
 
Gloucestershire County Council: County Councillor John Cordwell attended the meeting 
Stroud District Council: District Councillor Paul Hemming attended this meeting 
 
Public     There was one members of the public present 
Press:     There were no members of the press present. 
              
Police      There were no members of the police present. 
 
Neighbourhood Warden - The Neighbourhood Warden Peter Gleed was unable to attend this meeting. 
 
14154/12- T o receive and note apologies for absence.   
 
Chairman Cllr. David Rockey and Cllr. Ken Wood gave their apologies as they were not available to attend 
this meeting. 
 
141554/12 - To receive and record declaration of personal and prejudicial interest from councillors in 
matters on the agenda 
 

                     Cllr. Sue Evans declared an interest in the Public Convenience as she holds the cleaning contract.  
 
Cllr. Paul Hemming advised he would not take part in any vote on the wind turbine application as he was a 
member of the Development Control Committee which would take a decision on the application. He would 
listen to the debate and did not have a predetermined view on this application. 
 
Cllr. Sue Evan declared s personal interest in  the item relating to I-vitae 
 
14156/12 -To take questions and concerns from the public. (This session is for information only and no 
decisions can   be made on matters raised in this meeting unless the issue is already on the agenda. If not on 
the agenda the matter can be brought to the next meeting) 
 
A question was raid as to whether the July minutes on the web site. The clerk confirmed they were put on 
the site on Saturday morning. 

mailto:Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com


1584 

 

A question was asked in relation to the venue for the Village Design Statement as to why Ivitae was chosen 
and not the Village Hall. The Clerk advised that the Village Hall had been the first choice but was booked 
with Holiday Club so we were unable to use a room. 
 
A request was made for a member of Kingswood Parish Council to join the board of the Youth Forum. The 
Clerk advised she would put this on the September agenda. 
 
Councillors were asked if they had any questions on the Youth Forum minutes. No questions were asked. 

 

14157/12 - To approve the minutes held on Monday 11th June 2012 and the chairman to sign on behalf of 
the Council that they are an accurate record of the proceedings.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Sue Evans to accept and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 9th July as a 
true record of proceedings. This was seconded by Cllr. Norval Hawksworth. All Councillors were in favour 
and the motion was resolved.  
 
14158/12- To discuss District Council matter and receive a report from District Councillor Paul Hemming. 

 

Cllr. Paul Hemming apologised for not providing a written report but this was due to there being very little 
to report. The SDC Executive are currently arranging the committees which will be put in place as part of 
the new structure. Councillors had no further questions for him. 
 
14159/12- To discuss County Council matters and receive a report from County Councillor John Cordwell. 
 
Cllr. John Cordwell had provided a written report which was circulated in advance of the meeting. 
Councillors had no further questions for him. 
 
14160/12 -To discuss matters relating to policing and to receive a report from members of the police force 
if one available. 
 
There was no one in attendance from the police and no report to review at this meeting. 
 
Cllr. John Cordwell advised he had received a report in respect of the Cluster. The Clerk confirmed she had 
received this and it will be on the September agenda for discussion. The report had been forwarded to all 
Councillors. 
 
14161/12 - To receive a report in connection with the Playing field and to decide on any appropriate action 
which may need to be taken. 
 

 The Clerk explained she was unable to transport the tree received from SDC as it was too big for her car.  
Cllr. Jean Simmons offered the use of her truck Cllr. Paul Hemming and Cllr. Toby Phillips agreed to help 
move the tree on Friday 17th August. Councillors thanked her for her kind offer. Cllr. Jean Simmons 
confirmed that the car was insured for all drivers. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the part for the swing had been delivered and should be fitted shortly. 
 
The Clerk raised a concern over the ragwort at the playing field in the hedge bordering the car park. Cllr. 
Paul Hemming confirmed that this was the responsibility of the landowner Mr Baker. The Clerk to write 
asking if he could remove it and tidy up the hedge or give the Parish Council permission to carry out this 
task. 
 
14162/12 - To discuss the Neighbourhood Wardens Report and take decisions as necessary 
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The was no report to comment on. 
   
14163/12 - To approve accounts for payment, sign cheques and Note Additional Payments Made in line 
with the   Parish Council’s financial regulations.   
 

Payee Amount 
      £ 

VAT 
    £  

Total 
    £ 

Reason 

Mrs Evans         121.87        
      

       121.87      
 

Contract Cleaning of toilets 
 

     

Miss Leonard 
 

       578.64        578.64 Clerks Salary  and 
allowance for working from 
home 

Cabot landscapes       619.50  123.90       743.40 Grass cutting churchyard 
and cemetery 

Wotton Swimming 
Baths 

    1000.00      1000.00  

Landcare Nursery       268.94        268.94 Flowers Chestnut park 

 BT          95.02          95.02 Phone 

Keith Livall       395.00        395.00 Grass Cutting 

Severn Trent         25.78           25.78 Water Toilets 

Severn Trent         14.92           14.92  

    3119.67 123.90      3243.57  

Income            0.00            0.00  

     

 
The above payments were confirmed as correct and it was proposed by Cllr. Norval Hawksworth for them 
to be paid. This was seconded by Cllr. Toby Phillips. All Councillors were in favour and the matter was 
resolved. 
 
14164/12 – To consider the monthly bank reconciliation for June 2012 as prepared by the Clerk and for the 
Chairman to sign   as a correct record on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr. Jean Simmons proposed that the June bank reconciliation be accepted as an accurate and true 
reflection of the accounts. This was seconded by Cllr. Norval Hawksworth. All Councillors were in favour 
and the matter was resolved. 
 
141165/12 - To review and comment on planning matters received at the date of issue of the agenda. 
To review and comment on planning matters received at the date of issue of the agenda. 
 

APPLICATIONS 
         
        S.12/0229/FUL Wind Turbine, Cherry Rock Farm, Wickwar Road, Kingswood, Gloucestershire 

        Erection of a Community Scale Wind Turbine and Change of Use of Grassland to Access Track and Wind  
        Energy   Generator. Erection of Monitoring Plant for a 
   
                 
        S.12/0255/FUL   Wind Turbine At  Mounteneys Farm, Chase Lane, Wickwar, Wotton-Under-Edge     
        Gloucestershire Erection of a Community Scale Wind Turbine and Change of Use of Improved Pasture  
        to Access Track and Wind Energy Generator. Erection of Monitoring Plant for a Temporary Period      
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The Planning Officer confirmed that this application would be going before the October DCC. He promised 
to update the file this week to ensure that Councillors had access to all of the most up to date information.  
 
Cllr. Toby Phillips and the Clerk had walked the footpaths in the immediate vicinity of the turbine site. The 
Clerk advised that this had been very useful and that she had found it more helpful than the site visit. It was 
clear from this walk that the turbines would be very visible and would dominate the view from a large part 
of the parish.  Councillors could not decide if this is a positive or negative fact.  Cllr. Toby Phillips view was 
that the turbines would dominate but not be part of the landscape. This is also the view of Cotswold 
Conservation Board, South Gloucestershire County Council and Natural England. Cllr. Jean Simmons 
commented about the objection from Haroldsfield farm as the proposed turbine at Mounteneys is very 
close to their residential property. Cllr. Toby Phillips and the Clerk confirmed that in their view formed from  
the walk was that this turbine would be very close and they could understand the objection from this 
property. The siting of the turbine could be overbearing and intrusive to this property.  
 
Cllr. Jean Simmons asked how many objections had been received by Kingswood residents. The Clerk 
confirmed a few had been received but the majority of villagers had not commented. 
 
Councillors considered the aspect of renewable energy which the turbines would provide. Councillors 
agreed that this was important as more energy needs to come from renewable sources. Cllr. Toby Phillips 
commented whether the turbine would be effective in producing much energy due to its location. He asked 
Councillors to consider whether the benefits of the renewable energy out-weighed the detrimental aspects 
of the application such as the intrusion into the view. 
 
Councillors then discussed the Nympsfield turbine and how we all accepted that as part of the landscape. 
 
Councillors discussed the Community gain that has been predicted to come as part of the application. 
Councillors expressed the view that they were unsure that it would produce as much funds as is being 
claimed in the application. 
 
The Clerk advised that no further reports had yet been received from Natural England or Gloucestershire 
Wild Life Trust. The Resilience  Centre had indicated that both the organisations had given verbal support 
although there written comments were an objection. The Clerk had been waiting to see if new information 
has been received from these organisations but none yet received 
 
The Clerk advised the Councillors that they did not have to either object or support they could just 
comment. She also advised that they could reach a different decision on each application. Councillors asked 
for more time to consider the application in the light that it was now not going to be decided until the 
October DCC meeting. Councillors asked for this issue to be carried forward to the next meeting. 
 

                    11/2504/cou   Park Mill Farm Proposed change of use of The Stables to a part time holiday cottage.  
                     Change of   use of The Cow Byre. 
                  
                     No update on this application. 

 
  S.12/1316/FUL Tubs Turf Extension to Tennis pavilion to provide kitchen and toilets. 
 
Councillors discussed the application. Councillors noted it would be made in the same material as the 
original pavilion so sympathetic to its setting in the conservation area. Councillors also noted that it would 
not have any negative affect on neighbouring properties.  The proposed facilities will enhance the current 
site and enable it to be used more fully for the community.  Cllr. Jean Simmons proposed that we support 
this application. Tthis was seconded by Cllr. Toby Phillips. Cllr .Paul Hemming abstained from the vote due 
to his role with the DCC, all remaining Councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved. 
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14166/12-    To discuss the new legislation surrounding code of Conduct and pecuniary Interests and to 
take decisions as follows 

I. To have completed a members interest form disclosing personal and pecuniary interests. 
II. To note the draft Code of Conducts forwarded and to raise questions in advance of adopting 

in September 
 
i. The Clerk issued the new Members Interest Forms to be completed by Councillors and advised Councillors   
to take the form home to complete with reference to the all the training and legal notes issued to them on 
this subject 
 
Cllr. Jean Simmons queried the form and the information required and asked how long form valid for. The 
form will be issued annually but Councillors are responsible for advising of changes as and when they occur. 
Cllr. Jean Simmons was still unsure of the detail required and wished to take advice. This is because s to get 
the form wrong could result in a criminal offence being committed. Cllr. Paul Hemming suggested that 
Councillors list what they believe is their interest and email the Monitoring Officer for advice if they are in 
any doubt. The Clerk advised that she would forward the email contact details for the monitoring Officer to 
all councillors. The Clerk also advised Councillors to check the agenda in good time before the meeting and 
advise to her in advance if they believe they have an interest on the agenda. This will enable the Clerk to 
advise the Councillor in advance or to take advice ahead of the meeting.     
 
ii. The Councillor advised that she had sent out various draft Code of Conducts to Councillors and asked 
them to view them and raise any questions ahead of the September meeting. The Clerk said she would try 
to summaries the differences between the various drafts for the September meeting. The Clerk asked Cllr. 
John Cordwell  how Wotton Town Council had handled this issue.  Cllr John .Cordwell advised that it was on 
the agenda for discussion in August.  However the County Council had hoped that the whole County would 
be covered by one Code and would be reviewing this in October. Cllr. John Cordwell agreed to send the 
advice note form County Council to the Clerk. 
 
14167/12 To review the quotes for the provision of benches at the cemetery to enable the purchase of 
space for a memorial plaque to   be displayed. 
 
The Clerk apologised as she still only had one quote and stated she would get three for the September 
meeting. This was important as there was a family waiting to purchase a plaque. Councillors suggested the 
following companies  to contact for quotes; Grant Sonnex Walk Mill lane and Browns of Nailsworth. 
 
14168/12 -. To discuss the Village Design survey as follows 
 
        I. To discuss which Councillors to be involved 
        Ii To agree an appropriate budget for the event 
        Iii To take any other decisions in relation  with this event as appropriate 
 
 
i. Cllrs. Paul Hemming and Sue Evans stated that they would be at the event. Cllr. Jean Simmons advised she 
would attend if she was able.  Cllr. Toby Phillips said he may attend. Cllr, Norval Hawksworth apologised as 
he would be running the holiday club on that morning so unable to attend. 
 
ii. A  budget of £20 was set to cover expenses on the day such as the provision of coffee. This was proposed 
by Cllr. Jean Simmons and seconded by Cllr. Sue Evans all Councillors were in favour and the matter was 
resolved 
 
iii. The Clerk advised that a minimum of 12 people would be required to make the event work. Cameras 
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would be required for photographs. Map and flip chart would be provided by GRCC together with a survey 
form and the services of a planning consultant. 
 
14169/12 - To discuss the arrangements for the Village Show and take decisions as appropriate. 
 
     i  Discuss equipment needed 
    ii Discuss who will man the stand and help set up  
     iii to take any other decisions necessary to enable the event to run smoothly.  
 
i.  It was agreed that a Gazebo, tables, chairs and a display board would be required. Norval offered the use 
of his Gazebo and to erect it on the morning. Cllr .Jean Simmons advised she had a trestle table and chairs, 
the Clerk also offered plastic chairs. The Clerk said she would ask the Rowe Vet Group if they could borrow 
there display stand. 
 
ii. The following Councillors offered their services Cllrs Sue Evans, Toby Phillips and Norval Hawksworth. Cllr 
Paul Hemming advised he already has other duties at the show. Cllr. Jean Simmons advised she would 
attend if she was able. 
 
iii. A budget of £20 was suggested for incidentals such as pens, paper, post it notes, certificates for the day.  
It was agreed that the budget for prizes would total £180. It was agreed that the stand would cost £20.00 
 
The above expenditure was proposed by Cllr. Jean Simmons and seconded by Cllr. Sue Evans all Councillors 
were in favour so the matter was resolved. 
 
It was agreed to meet in Ivitae at 2pm on the Thursday 30th August to review the entries 
 
14170/12   To discuss the archaeological dig and the results so far and take decisions as appropriate. 
 
Councillors noted the exciting and interesting information that the archaeology has revealed evidence of a 
Roman Settlement. The finds to date indicate that they have uncovered the industrial part of the site with 
evidence of a smelting and underground under-ground heating. 
 
Taylor Wimpey has agreed to a village site visit with the archaeologist. The Clerk is arranging this with the 
help of the Historical Society. 
 
The Clerk reported to Councillors that she had started enquiries into what will happen with the items found 
on the site. She has asked the County Archaeologist if the items could have a temporary exhibition in the 
village at the end of the survey. She also enquired if some of the articles could have a permanent display 
home either in the village or at the Wotton Heritage Shop. The County Archaeologist had responded that 
for a temporary display we would need to liaise with Taylor Wimpey. As for the permanent site he would 
like all the evidence to go to the museum in Stroud. Councillors considered this with Cllr. Sue Evans stating 
that when they had recently requested exhibits from Stroud to display in the village they were unable to 
find them. It was also considered a waste of an opportunity if the items were just going to sit on a shelf. 
Councillors to review this item again at the end of the survey when it would be become clear what items 
had been discovered. 
 
Cllr. Sue Evans and Cllr. Toby Phillips commented that it would be useful to have an aerial shot of the 
archaeology. This would need to be done at each stage of the dig. Councillors considered who they knew 
with access to an air balloon or a helicopter. Cllr .Jean Simmons commented that she thought it would be in 
appropriate for the Parish Council to send more funds on this. Cllr .Sue Evans considered this could be an 
expense that KKaV could undertake as they had funds. The Clerk stated she would ask Renishaw if they 
could undertake this task as part of one of their flights over the area therefore not incurring a cost to the 
Parish Council. 
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14171/12 – The Clerk to feedback on Highways issues. 

I. To discuss the issue of traffic calming for Wickwar Road and to take decisions as appropriate. 
II. To discuss other Highway issues 

 
i. No further information was available from Highways at the time of the meeting. The Clerk understood 
that they would be working on the detail this week. Full details relating to the proposed traffic calming to 
be included in the Grapevine. 
 
Ii A leak on Charfield Road had been repaired twice and was now leaking again. The Walk Mill Lane leak 
repaired but repairs to the carriage way were now needed. Cllr. Jean Simmons noted that the Renishaw 
roundabout had been cut plus the verges on Charfield Rad. The Clerk noted that Highways appeared to be 
working through the list from the recent meeting. 
 
14172/12 - Draft Local Audit bill consultation. Councillors to discuss and to decide on a comment. 
 
Councillors discussed this item and were happy to endorse the comments from N ALC but with the 
following addition. 
 
 NALC commented as follows “The duty to issue an Auditor’s Public Interest Report will continue; as will the 

electors’ rights to question, object and challenge” 

 Councillors recognised that this was an important part of democracy but would like to add to the  NALC 

comment as follow “that such  issues can end up costing the tax payer money and should be able to be 

resolved in a less costly manner.”  

14173/12 – To review the email from Ivitae and take a decision as to whether to make a financial 
contribution as per the request out  
       lined in the email. 
 
Councillors discussed this item in line with the policy on grants and mindful of the Powers available to them. 
 
Councillors were concerned that they were being asked to support a business all be it that part of the 
business was a Community Enterprise. Councillors considered whether it would be correct to give a grant in 
this instance as it was going to pay the rent on the building and not to a Community project. Other ideas 
considered were the provision of an under- written loan or the provision of free financial advice. 
 
Councillors considered that although supportive of this venture it would not be right to spend tax payers 
money on this request. A request for a grant for a specific new project which would have benefit to the 
people of the village would be considered.    
 
14174/12-. Correspondence received for information with no decision or action required from the     
         Parish Council. 
                    SLCC Branch news letter 
                         The Clerk Magazine     
 
14175/12. The Clerk to feedback outstanding administrative issues reported to her in the last month or at 
the end of the last meeting, such as the emptying of litter   bins, street lighting, highways and the Cemetery  
and note any additional Items    for information or referral for a decision to another meeting 
                  
                                                Charfield Road Safety Audit – Nothing new to report  

 Parking on the Chestnut Park  - Awaiting Sign to be erected 
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 Overgrown hedges –  Wickwar Road reported through to Mr.J.Wilson at 
Highways for action 

 Increase of number of Councillors- Awaiting a reply from Stroud  forwarded 
response from  SLCC legal Team 

 Charfield Road leak- To Monitor 

 Footpath Awaiting details from Mrs Evans about Ramblers Association 
purchasing a new stile 

 The Clerk to start work on the Emergency Plan 

 Awaiting quotes for the laying of the playing field hedges Still outstanding 

  The a provision of a street light on the Chipping  

 Report on Cemetery Regulations  

 Replacement swing – Received should be carried out soon 

 Neighbourhood Plan - On going 

 Leak on Hillesley Road-  Monitoring 

 Glass in Telephone box – To follow up  

 The Parish Council to follow up to the complaint from members of the 
electorate on the following Highways   
              issues Speeding on Hillesley Road and Lorries using Abbey Street and High 
Street. 

 Update on the tree works in the Cemetery and Churchyard. 

 Jubilee trees from the WI 

 Parish Councils on consultation  proposals between Town and parish 
Councils and Stroud District Council. 

 Hams Bridge update on road closure 
 

Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following 
matters in the exercise of any of its     functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.) 
 
Meeting ended at 21.50 
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