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New Rose Cottage     
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659  
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of Kingswood Parish Council held on Monday 22th July 2013 commencing at 7.30 at 
the Village Hall Wickwar Road 
 
PRESENT   
 
Councillors:  Chairman David Rockey, Cllr. Sue Evans, Norval Hawksworth and Cllr. Toby Phillips and Cllr. 
Jean Simmons 
     
Clerk  Mary Leonard 
 
Gloucestershire County Council: County Councillor John Cordwell was in attendance at this meeting.  
 
Stroud District Council: District Councillor Paul Hemming was not in attendance at this meeting. 
 
Public      There were various members of the public present. 
Press:      There were no members of the press present. 
Police     PCSO Ben Rolling was not in attendance at this meeting.  
 
Neighbourhood Warden - The Neighbourhood Warden Peter Gleed was not in attendance at this meeting.  
 
14515/13- T o receive and note apologies for absence.   
Vice Chairman Paul Hemming and Cllr. Ken Wood 
 
14516/13 - To receive and record declaration of personal and prejudicial interest from councillors in 
matters on the agenda 
 

                      Cllr. Jean Simmons declared a personal interest as the owner of an adjacent farm to the planning 
application 

 
                    County Councillor John Cordwell declared a prejudicial interest in planning matters as he is a member of  
                    the Gloucestershire County Councils Planning Committee.  

 
                   14517/13 -To take questions and concerns from the public. (This session is for information only and no  
                   decisions can   be made on matters raised in this meeting unless the issue is already on the agenda. If not on  
                   the agenda the matter can be brought to the next meeting) 
                                     
                   No questions were raised during this session. 
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14518/13 - To review and comment on planning matters received at the date of issue of the agenda. 
 

APPLICATIONS 
Gloucestershire County Council Applications 

  

13/0042/STMAJW | Importation of soils and subsoil's to create noise attenuation bunds associated with 
clay pigeon shooting and associated landscape works | Land adjacent to Folly Farm Kingswood Wotton-
Under-Edge GL12 7QX 
 

 

The council discussed this application following a site meeting with the organisers of the Clay Pigeon shoot. 
Councillors expressed their thanks for being allowed to view the site and to ask question relating to the 
application. 

 
A discussion took place on various issues relating to this application. Councillors were mindful that the 
application was for the transportation of soils to enable the building on noise attenuation bunds and not an 
application on the rights of the Clay Pigeon Shoot to operate. 
 
The matters discussed covered the following headings; Drainage Rights of Way, Noise, Environmental 
Impact, archaeology. 
 
Drainage- Councillors considered the impact on the site of the bunds and if this would have an impact on 
the drainage. The site is made of clay and as had some issues in the past with saturated ground 
necessitating users of the site to park on the road. The Clerk also advised that there was a known problem 
with overflowing drainage ditches at this location. The councillors considered that as the bunds would be 
permeable it should not increase the run off. A discussion took place on the types of soil that could be used 
for the bund and more information would be needed on this. Councillors considered it would not be a good 
idea for the bund not to be made of clay as the water would not be able to drain away. Councillors also 
noted that weather pattern was changing with increased rainfall in the last year and flooding occurring in 
areas where it had not occurred before. Councillors also noted that the land drainage report had not yet 
been received and would comment further when this is available. 
 
Rights of Way – Councillors viewed the footpath and its location with the bunds. Concerns had previously 
been raised about the safety of the foot path during shooting. The bunds may alleviate some of the 
previous concerns as shooting would be taking place away from the direction of the footpath. Previously 
the direction of the shoot would change, with the bunds in place the direction of shooting would be fixed. It 
was noted that the first part of the footpath was overgrown and this would need to be managed. In the 
second part of the field the footpath according to the applicant abuts the footpath and does not block it. 
However Rights of Way have raised concerns over the siting of the bunds and the footpath. This issue would 
need to be addressed and clarified by the officer. However if the path is as shown on the applicants plan 
councillors would not be concerned as long as the footpath is maintained and clear directional signage in 
place together with signage indicating the times of the shoot and footpath marshals. 
 
Environmental Impact – Councillors noted the report and the request for an environmental impact report 
and an ecology statement and would comment further when this is available. The initial thoughts of the 
councillors are that there would be limited impact. 
 
Archaeology- Councillors noted the request for any archaeology implications to be addressed with in the 
Environmental Impact Report. Councillors noted the site is close to known medieval abbey buildings. 
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Visual Impact. – Councillors viewed the site and noted that Alderley was clearly visible and closer than 
Hillesley. The site cannot be viewed from the village of Kingswood. It was also noted that difficult to see 
from the site entrance. The site is also enclosed by a large hedge and trees. Councillors considered the 
height of the bund and the visual impact that these could have and considered whether this would be a 
detrimental impact. It was concluded that the as the height of the bund was 4.5m and would be grassed 
and landscaped the impact would be low. 
 
Noise - Councillors considered the reasons for the construction of the bunds to allow shooting to take place 
and to fulfil the requirements of the noise abatement order. This order requires that the noise from the site 
should not exceed 62dBA at the 6 agreed locations. It was noted the noise sensitive locations fall within 
Alderley and Hillesley. Councillors noted that the type of shooting to be conducted at the site would change 
from the previous discipline and would be Down the Line and Skeet. Both of these disciplines have lower 
trajectories than the previous discipline known as English Sporting. It was noted that Hush Power cartridge 
are not appropriate for competition as it has a slower speed. The proposed bund should enable shooting in 
the two disciplines to take place and for the noise to remain below the 62dBA as stated in the Noise 
Abatement Order. The Environmental Health Officers are to report on the noise assessment provided by 
the applicant on the bunds. Councillors await this assessment but also to ask for the EHO to consider if the 
bunds whilst alleviating the noise nuisance in in the 6 selected areas if it would create more noise at 
different locations. Concerns were raised about the noise being directed in a different direction towards 
Kingswood and other areas.  Councillors would like the EHO to ensure that noise was monitored in 
additional locations to ensure that new areas of noise nuisance  were not created. 
 
Highways concerns.- Councillors discussed the proposed route which they understand would come through 
Kingswood. Councillors had concerns on the implications that transferring the soils through the village of 
Kingswood would have. Councillors recognised that there was no easy route to the site as there were pinch 
points from the direction of Kingswood and Hillesley.  Councillors noted that there had been problems with 
the transfer of soils from the Chestnut Park Estate and wish to avoid the problems that were experienced 
there. The Clerk raised her concerns of access to the site and the possibility of lorries waiting for access. 
This would narrow the road and cause a hazard. All of the concerns raised would be worse during the busy 
commuting period. The application stated that the proposed time would be 0800hrs Monday to Friday and 
0800hrs to 0100hrs on Saturday.  However the owners of the site had indicated on the site visit that they 
would be happy to consider amending the transport time to avoid the busy period and would agree to 
change the times from 0800hrs to 0900hrs. Councillors considered the traffic at the other end of the day 
and discussed if they were happy with the 1800hrs time of if this should be brought forward to 1700hrs. 
Concerns were raised that this would not avoid the school bus and the school run in the afternoon. 
 
Councillors discussed the seriousness of the potential problems and whether it would be possible to 
mitigate against the issues raised. Councillors also noted that the applicant seemed happy to work with the 
community and to make changes where possible to help alleviate the concerns raised. The Clerk advised if 
problems arose it would be left to the Police to sort out the issues. The Police had viewed the application 
and had reservations on the movement of soils through the village. Highways had viewed the route but had 
not yet fully commented on the issues raised by the parish. 
 
The Chairman asked the councillors to consider if the highways issues could be mitigated against or if they 
would wish to object to the application on highway safety grounds.  Councillors responded that they 
thought the highway issues could be managed under condition or by reaching agreement with the 
applicant. However councillors felt that if the issues were not addressed they would need to re consider 
their position.  
 
The Chairman Cllr. David Rockey proposed that the council should comment on  all the issues raised and ask 
for the highways issues to be considered and conditions put in place to manage the problems highlighted. If 
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conditions or solutions to the highways issues not put in place the council would reconsidered its position 
on this application. All councillors were in agreement and the matter was resolved.  
 
The council would continue to monitor the application and respond to reports as they were made on the 
application. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.25 
  
 
Signed 
Chairman Cllr. David Rockey 
22nd  July 2013 
 
 
Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: 
Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights. 


