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New Rose Cottage     
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659  
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of Kingswood Parish Council held on Monday 14th October 2013 commencing at 
7.15 at the Village Hall Wickwar Road 
 
PRESENT   
 
Councillors: Chairman Cllr. David Rockey, Vice Chairman Paul Hemming, Cllr. Ken Wood, Cllr. Sue Evans, 
Norval Hawksworth Cllr. Toby Phillips and Cllr. Jean Simmons. 
     
Clerk  Mary Leonard 
 
Gloucestershire County Council: County Councillor John Cordwell was in attendance at this meeting.  
 
Stroud District Council: District Councillor Paul Hemming was in attendance at this meeting. 
 
Public      There were no members of the public present. 
Press:      There were no members of the press present. 
Police     PCSO Ben Rolling was not in attendance at this meeting.  
 
Neighbourhood Warden - The Neighbourhood Warden Peter Gleed was not in attendance at this meeting.  
 
14567/13- T o receive and note apologies for absence.    
. 
There were no apologies for this meeting. 
 
14568/13 - To receive and record declaration of personal and prejudicial interest from councillors in 
matters on the agenda 
 

                    Cllr. Paul Hemming declared an interest in planning matters as he is a member of the Stroud District 
                    Councils Development Control Committee. 
 
                    Cllr. Sue Evans declared a prejudicial interest in the public convenience. 
 
                    Cllr. Ken Wood declared a personal interest as a School Governor 
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                   14569/13 -To take questions and concerns from the public. (This session is for information only and no  
                   decisions can   be made on matters raised in this meeting unless the issue is already on the agenda. If not on  
                   the agenda the matter can be brought to the next meeting) 
                                     

There were no members of the public. 
 
14570/13 - To approve the of minutes held on Monday 9

th
 September 2013 and the chairman to sign on behalf of the  

 Council that they are an accurate record of the proceedings.  
 

Cllr. Norval Hawksworth proposed that the council accept the minutes as a true record of the proceedings 
of the meeting of the 9th September 2013. This was seconded by Cllr. Toby Phillips. All councillors were in 
favour and the matter was resolved. 

 
14571/13 - To discuss District Council matter and receive a report from District Councillor Paul Hemming 
 
The council noted the report that they had received in advance of the meeting and had no further 
comments to make. 
 
14572/13 - To discuss County Council matters and receive a report from County Councillor John Cordwell. 

 

Councillors noted the report that they received in advance of the meeting. Cllr. David Rockey asked for an 
update on the Old London Road closure. Cllr. John Cordwell advised that there were 16 such sites in the 
county and this road would not be opened until the new year. This is because there are drainage issues that 
need to be sorted before the road can be repaired. 
 
14573/13 To discuss matters relating to policing and to receive a report from members of the police force if 
one available. 
 

I. To discuss Community Speed Watch and take decisions as appropriate.  
 

Councillors noted the statistics sent by the clerk in connection with the speed watch. The Clerk advised that 
she would try to get a count of the total number of vehicles travelling on the road at the time of the watch. 
This is so a % could be calculated showing the number of vehicles speeding. 
 
She advised she had asked the Police to provide statistics showing the geographical location of the owner of 
the vehicles speeding.  This would be provided as registered owner living in the village or living over 3miles 
from the village.  This is so that it could be identified if the speeding problem was created by vehicles 
commuting to Kingswood/Wotton for employment or was caused by residents of the village. 

II. To discuss the results of the traffic survey for the B4058 
B4058 Charfiield 

Road.msg

 
RE  B4058 Charfiield 

Road.msg

 

 
 

The Clerk advised that both the Police and Highways were in favour of amending the speed limit to 40mph 
from the county boundary to the Renishaw Roundabout. The only barrier to this was a back log of traffic 
orders and the cost. Richard Grey from Highways had advised that the time for such an amendment could 
take 18month. The cost would be between £3000 and £6000 and he would want the parish council to fund 
it 100% 
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The councillors discussed first whether they wanted the amended speed limit and then if they agreed that 
they should fund the cost. 
 
Councillors commented that the Renishaw roundabout was also dangerous although the speed limit was 
40mph. The Clerk advised that improvements at this location had not been discussed at this point but could 
be put on a subsequent agenda for discussion. Councillors agreed that a decrease in the speed limit to 
40mph would be an improvement but were not happy with being asked to fund the whole cost. 
 
The Clerk advised that council had made budget provision for such projects but they could consider asking 
for funding from the following sources. Renishaw could be approached for a contribution as a large 
percentage of their employees use this road to access the site. The County Councillor also holds a budget 
for £20,000 for his use to improve highway matters in his ward. 
 
Cllr. John Cordwell advised that the budget had been spent for 2013/14 and he was not aware if this budget 
provision would be made to him in the following year. However he advised if it was he would consider such 
a request. He also commented that he had never heard of a parish council being asked to fund the whole 
cost of such an amendment 
 
Cllr .David Rockey commented that this stretch of road was used by residents of both the parishes of 
Wotton and Charfield and may be a request for funds should be made to both of these councils. 
 
The clerk to discuss this issue with Richard Grey and to look at finding outside funding for this project as 
discussed above. This matter to be brought back to the council for further discussion.  
 
14574/13 – To receive a report in connection with the Playing field and to decide on any appropriate action 
which may need to be taken. 
 
To receive a report in connection with the Playing field and to decide on any appropriate action which may need to be 
taken. 
 

I. To discuss and take a decision on the cost of reinstalling the air skier.       
The Clerk advised that the contractor was awaiting discussions with Cllr. Jean Simmons on how 
this job was to be carried out    

 
The Clerk advised that the Cantilever swing was now in place and that the toddlers speakers phone had 
been repaired free of charge by our contractor. 
 

The Clerk advised that a report had been received I connection with the possibility of a gathering of youths 
at the playing field on the previous Saturday evening. The Clerk had contacted the Police and The 
Neighbourhood Warden. The Police attended and found a group of youths with alcohol. The alcohol was 
removed and the youth dispersed. The Neighbourhood Warden also attended on Sunday morning to check 
that no damage or litter had been left at the playing field as had happened on previous occasions 
 
The Clerk advised she had discussed this incident with the Police as she was concerned as the Police are 
tackling Anti- Social Behaviour in Wotton She wanted clarification from the Police as to if the youths had 
relocated to Kingswood as a result. The Police do not believe this is the case. PCSO Ben Rollings advised he 
would follow up with the Police in attendance and send out letter to the parents of the youths involved. The 
Police advised they would check the Playing field on an evening patrol. 
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Cllr. Jean Simmons commented that the hedge trimming was very good. She asked if the Clerk could advise 
the grass cutting contractor to now cut closer to the hedge line. The Clerk agreed to take this up with the 
contractor.  
 
14575/13 – To discuss the Neighbourhood Wardens Report and take decisions as necessary. 
 

Councillors noted the report  
 
14576/13 - To approve accounts for payment, sign cheques and Note Additional Payments Made in line 
with the Parish Council’s financial regulations.  Those received at the time the agenda was issued are listed 
below. 
Payee Amount 

      £ 
VAT 
    £  

Total 
    £ 

Reason 

Mrs Evans                  121.87                    121.87 Contract Cleaning of toilets 

Miss M Leonard                   912.24 
 

             913.24 Salary                         798.73 
Travel                           54.51 
Postage Stamps          60.00 
Total                           913.24 

Bt Internet                    74.10 14.82               88.92 Internet 

Complete Design Partnership                    900.00 180.00                 1080 Drainage Survey 

Village Hall                       37.50                     37.50 Contribution towards costs 

Grant Thornton                     438.00               438.00 External audit 

Cabot                    638.06 127.61              765.67 Cemetery and churchyard 

HMRC 2nd Quarter Q”                    771.10               771.10 PAYE tax and NI 

Citizens  Advice Bureau                       50.00                 50.00 Grant 

                  3942.87         322.43           4265.30  

Jo Honing     

 
 

Cllr. Jean Simmons pointed out the amount for the Clerks salary was showing £1.00 difference the reason 
column to the total column. The Clerk confirmed the correct amount was in the total column and corrected 
the reason column.  
 
The Clerk asked for councillors to consider the invoice from Jo Horning for work previously agreed to be 
included on the list. 
                     
It was proposed by Cllr. Ken Wood once the correction was made to accept the above list of payments. This 
was seconded by Cllr. Norval Hawksworth. All councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved. 
 

14576/13 -To consider the monthly bank reconciliation for August 2013 as prepared by the Clerk and for 
the Chairman  
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Ken Wood to accept the bank reconciliation as a true record. This was seconded 
by Cllr. Toby Phillips. All councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved. 
 
14577/13 - To review and comment on planning matters received at the date of issue of the agenda. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
 
To review and comment on planning matters received at the date of issue of the agenda. 
 

II. To note the correspondence and take a decision on any appropriate action in relation to the 
complaint on the decision on 71 Walk Mill Lane. 
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Councillors noted the comments and the reply from the Head of Planning. 
 
 
APPLICATIONS 
 
 

S.13/1992/FUL  4 Walkmill Lane Kingswood, Wotton-Under-
Edge, Gloucestershire, GL12 8RZ 

Alterations, demolitions and a two storey 
extension to dwelling to form two dwellings. 

 
Councillors viewed the application and commented on how this would provide two smaller more affordable 
houses for the village. However concerns were raised in connection with the possible implication for an 
increase in the number of cars parking at this location. It was proposed by Cllr. Ken Wood to make a 
comment reflecting the councillor’s discussions. This was seconded by Cllr. Toby Phillips.  Cllr. Paul 
Hemming abstained from the discussions. All remaining councillors were in agreement and the matter was 
resolved.  
 
Gloucestershire County Council Applications 

 

13/0042/STMAJW Land adjacent to Folly Farm Kingswood Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 7QX 

 
This can be access via the following link 
http://planning.gloucestershire.gov.uk/publicaccess/registered/trackedApplication.do?action=display 
 

I. To note and comment on reports to date and to review the council’s decision on this application. 
 

Cllr. Jean Simmons declared an interest in this application. The Clerk advised that there had been no further 
update on this application. Cllr .David Rockey commented he could not get in via the electronic link to the 
application. County Councillor John Cordwell advised he would look into this. 
 
Permission 
None 
 
Enforcement 
  None  
 
Applications not yet determined 
 
 S11/2504/cou   Park Mill Farm Proposed change of use of The Stables to a part time holiday cottage. 
Change of use of The Cow Byre 
 
14577/13. To review and take a decision on the cost of work for the improvements to the footpaths at 
Chestnut Park. (if new information received) 
 

I. To take a decision on the amount to contribute to the cost of the new footpath.        
  
The Clerk advised that we are still awaiting the district and county council to agree the split of costs.  

http://planning.gloucestershire.gov.uk/publicaccess/registered/trackedApplication.do?action=display
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14578/13 - The Council to review work to date on the Village Design Statement and to agree a course of 
action.  
 

Councillors asked the Clerk to send details to them of the discussions between herself, Marilyn Cox and Cllr. 
Sue Evans on plans for prioritising work on the completion of the Village Design Statement. 
 
The Clerk asked councillors to agree a date for a consultation event to take place on Friday 29th November 
and Saturday 30th November in the St Mary’s Room. The final consultation document to be completed by 
the time of the Annual Parish Meeting in 2014.  Councillors agreed the above dates and set the times for 
the events as 4.pm until 7pm on the Friday and 10.00 until 2pm on the Saturday. 

 
The Clerk to discuss with councillors details of tasks that need completing and on any other help that they 
can give on this project. The Clerk asked the Councillors to confirm their availability for the consultation 
event. 
 
14579/13 – To consider a quote for the treatment of the bench at the Playing Field 

        

Cllr. Jean Simmons advised that the company who sold the council the bench located at the cemetery 
recommended using a bleach solution on the teak benches and not oil. Cllr. Jean Simmons volunteered to 
bleach this bench. 
 
14580/13 –.  To view the quotes for the public convenience a follows;  
 

I. Replacement of rear door and fencing. 
 
Councillors reviewed the two quotes one for £288 and the other for £310. It was proposed by Cllr. ken 
Wood that as there was such a small difference between the two quotes to give the contract to whoever 
could carry out the job first. This proposal was seconded by Cllr. Toby Phillips. Cllr Sue Evans abstained 
from the discussions and the decision. All remaining councillors were in favour and the matter was 
resolved. 
 

14581/13 – To update the council on the theft/ damage to the jubilees trees planted by the WI at the 
Playing Field. 
 

The Clerk advised that the matter had been reported to the Police. 
 
The WI is obtaining new plants and will advise the Clerk when they are ready to be planted. Councillors 
asked if the plants could be planted further into the hedge this time. Cllr. Jean Simmons volunteered to help 
with this. The Clerk advised that the WI should put up a sign advising of the reason for the hedge being 
planted. 
 

 14582/13 – The Clerk to update council on the transfer of land at Tyndale View and Chestnut Park. 
 
 No new information to report. The Clerk advised she would get details on legal costs. 
 
14583/13 - The Clerk to give a brief update on the course attended on Charitable Trustees. 
 
The Clerk advised that the course was useful and that there were some administrative and legal matters 
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that would need to clarified and sorted. She advised that she would seek further information and 
clarification and would prepare a report to council on this in due course. 
 
14584/13 To note a brief report from the Clerk on the drainage survey. 

 

The Clerk advised that the following 
The drainage ditches lead nowhere as most of the field ditches at Chestnut Park are filled in. The Highway 
drainage does not link to the field drainage.   The consultant advised that we could improve the field 
drainage by putting in a new field drainage system but the water will sit in the drainage ditches. In very wet 
weather it will not drain away due to the heavy clay. The computer programme cannot calculate the 
infiltration rate as the amount is so low!  
 
The consultant advises that there are several courses of action as follows 
 

 The off- site drainage ditches to be re-instated 

 A new drainage pond to be put in place, the best location the field next to the playing field.  The 
possibility of linking to the new wild life ponds that we will be taking responsibility for could also be 
considered. 

 A whole new drainage system be put in pace for Wickwar Road as the current one is at capacity. 
 
The Consultant has advised that these options would need to be considered with other agencies such as 
Highways and the Land Drainage Officer and that she is happy to attend the meeting 
 
The Clerk advised that all the reports had been sent to the councillors as they were received but that she 
would send them again. The Clerk advised that she would arrange a meeting with the consultant and the 
Land Drainage Officer and would prepare a report of all the recommendations for the council to consider. 
 
14584/13 - To note a report from the Clerk on a meeting with representatives of the church. 
 

Cllr David Rocky asked if we had received the report from the Diocesan report listing the actions required. 
He asked the Clerk to obtain the report if she had not received it. The Clerk advised that both the wall and 
the railings were the parish council’s responsibility. The work on the railings had been identified as a 
financial objective for the current year. The Clerk stated that she would obtain quotes for the council to 
consider on the first part of the railings nearest the churchyard. 
 
14585/13 - . To consider the request for a grant from Wotton Swimming Pool. 
 
The councillors considered this application and it was proposed by Cllr. Sue Evans to give a grant of £1000 
this was seconded by Cllr. Jean Simmons all councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved 
 
14586/13 - To consider the information in relation to the proposed planning application for a 150 houses at 
Charfield on the border of   Kingswood 
 
Councillors considered the information and were unhappy that South Gloucestershire had not carried out 
and EIA impact report. The Councillors consider this important due to the possibility of flooding at this 
location and the traffic impact, both of which could have implications for Kingswood. The Clerk to write to 
South Gloucestershire council to this effect. 
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Councillors were unhappy that South Gloucestershire County Council had not consulted with Stroud District 
Council on this matter. 
 
The Chairman suggested that the Clerk, himself and representatives from KKaV should meet with Charfield 
Parish Council to share their experiences on the Chestnut Park application. 
 
14587/13 - To consider the issues of footpaths and issues raised in connection with dog walkers and the 
issue of dog fouling. 
 
Councillors considered the issues of dog fouling and the problems being reported on a footpath in 
connection with dogs and livestock. The Clerk advised that she had been discussing the issue with the Police 
and would report back as she received information. 
 
The Clerk suggested that the council investigate the possibility of setting up the Stroud District Councils 
Paws Patrol initiative together with Kingswood Neighbourhood Watch. This initiative may have an impact 
on the above issues. The Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Dog Warden and Neighbourhood Watch and 
report back to the council for a decision in the November meeting.  
  
14588/13 - To note the Wotton Youth meeting on the 15th October7.30 at the Civic Centre Wotton and to 
review any questions that we   may have for this meeting 
 
Councillors noted the meeting. The Clerk stated that she understood that Sasage were now considering 
outreach work for the parishes. 
 
Cllr. Norval Hawksworth advised that the Chapel now employed a youth worker. 
 

14589/13 – To review and comment on the Street Trading consultation 

 
Councillors noted the consultation but had no comment to make on it. 
 
14590/13 - To review and discuss the draft document drawn up by GRCC and Stroud District Council on pre 
application consultations.  
 
Cllr .Toby Phillips commented that he was not happy with the protocol as it was very vague. The Clerk asked 
Toby to forward his comments to enable her to respond to the consultation. 
 
14591/13 - To review the Stroud District Council Core Strategy consultation.  

 

Cllr. Ken Wood proposed that the council made comment upon the methodology used to define the 
Settlement Boundaries being inconsistently applied therefore undermining the sustainability of the district. 
This was seconded by Cllr Toby Phillips. Cllr. Paul Hemming abstained from the discussions and the decision. 
All other councillors were in favour and the matter was resolved. 
 
14592/13 -.To note and comment on Gloucestershire County Council Local Developer Guide: Infrastructure 
& services with new    development consultation. August30th – October 11th 2013 
 
Councillors reviewed the document and commented that it seems to concentrate on big developments and 
did not have enough joined up thinking. 
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14593/13 - To Review the documents in this email re parish councils and youth work. 
 
Councillors noted the document. 
 
14594/13 - To review and note the letter in connection with changes to the way GCC will deliver PROW 
function from April 2014 and the   role of volunteers on the network. 
Councillors noted the details of the letter. 
 

14595/13 - To note and take a decision on the invitation to Stroud District Council’s Food bank on 31st 
October at 7.30 at The Shambles Stroud.   
 
Councillors noted the invitation but no one is available to attend. 
 
14596/13 - To note the review and not The Community Rights publication “You’ve got Power.” 
 

Councillors noted the publication.  
 
14597/13 The Clerk to feed- back outstanding administrative issues reported to her in the last month or at the   end 
of the last    meeting, such as the emptying of litter bins, street lighting, highways and the Cemetery   and note any 
additional Items for  Information or referral for a decision to another meeting 
 

 Charfield Road Safety Audit – Nothing new to report  

 Parking on the Chestnut Park  - Awaiting Sign to be erected 

 Increase of number of Councillors- Awaiting a change in legislation 

 Charfield Road leak- To Monitor 

 Footpath Awaiting details from Mrs Evans about Ramblers Association purchasing a new stile 

 The Clerk to start work on the Emergency Plan 

  The a provision of a street light on the Chipping  

 Neighbourhood Plan - On going 

 Glass in Telephone box – To follow up  

 The Parish Council to follow up to the complaint from members of the electorate on the following Highways   
 issues Speeding on Hillesley Road and Lorries using Abbey Street and High Street. 

 Hams Bridge update on road closure 

 Footpath at Chestnut Park on going 

 Footpath at Crow meadow on going 

 Safety issues concerning school buses 

 Drainage Survey in progress awaiting final report 

 Signage for playing Field started 

 Awaiting a date from the Highways agency for traffic calming Wickwar Road 

 Purchase of heart defibulater 

 Cantilever swing awaiting yet more parts 

  

 
 
The meeting closed at 845pm 
 
Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: 
Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights. 
 

Signed 
Chairman  
14th October 2013 
 


