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New Rose Cottage    
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659  
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of Kingswood Parish held on Monday 20th April 2015 commencing 7.00p.m.at Kingswood 
Village Hall Wickwar Road. 
  
PRESENT   
 
Councillors:  Chairman Cllr. D. Rockey Vice Chairman Cllr. Hemming, Cllr K Wood, Cllr. S. Evans, Cllr Toby Phillips and  
                        Cllr.Jean Simmons 
         
Clerk:          Miss. M. Leonard 
 
Public              There were various members of the Public present       
 
  
   

 KINGSWOOD PARISH COUNCIL  
          1.  The Chairman of the Parish Council to open the meeting and explain the format.  
 

 Members of the parish council were available to greet the electorate and to ensure that they had access to the 
 Handouts and displays. Cllr. David Rockey welcomed the community and introduced the speakers to enable the  
 community to meet with them before the formal part of the meeting commenced. 
 

          2.  An open session for the public to view the following information which will be available and to meet  
                representatives of the Parish Council. 
 

 Meet  with  Neil Troughton Highways Development Control Manager 

 Meet with Sargent Simon Davey from the Wotton Policing team 

 Meet with Alex Myrie Stroud District Council Dog Warden 

 Meet with John Cordwell Gloucestershire County Councillor 

 Meet with Paul Hemming Stroud District Council  Councillor 

 View details of the proposed Gladman Development. 

 View Details of the Kingswood Neighbourhood Plan Vision. 

 View Reports from  Kingswood Community Organisations. 

 View Kingswood Parish Council objectives for 2015/15. 

 View Kingswood parish Councils draft accounts for 2014/15. 

 View draft minutes of the 2013/14 Annual Parish Meeting . 

 View Kingswood Parish Council’s Annual Report. 
 

 
The Formal part of the meeting started at 7.30 
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  3.   To Receive and note apologies for absence.  
      
         Christine Sweet GRCC’s Village Agent sent her apologies as she was unable to attend 
         Sargent Simon Davey sent his apologies as he was unable to attend. He has asked PC Richard Fear to attend on his   
         behalf. 
  
  4.   To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 20

th
 May 2014. 

 
        The Chairman asked the assembly if they had any questions or points to raise on the minutes for 2014/15.  A member of 
        the electorate asked if there were any minutes available to view. The Clerk indicated that the minutes were available at the  
        entrance to the meeting where people had signed . The member of the public looked for the minutes but none were  
        available. 20 copies of the minutes had been made available. Minutes were available to view the Kingswood Parish Council  
        web site and on the notice board. The Clerk had also distributed the minutes via the parish council email database. 
 
        It was proposed by Miss Becky Coombes to accept the minutes as an accurate record of the 2014/15 meeting. This was  
        seconded by  Mrs Val Abbott. The Chairman asked if everyone was in agreement and as no objections were raised the  
        matter was resolved. 
 
5.   To receive an update from the Chairman of Kingswood Parish council on the level of development in  
       Kingswood and for the community to give their comments to the Chairman on the following;  
 

 The proposed planning appeal in relation to the Chestnut Park Development. 

 The proposed planning application from Gladman for 100 houses in Charfield Road. 

 The proposed development at Wickwar Road. 
 
         The Chairman outlined the above proposed development. He thanked everyone for their help and involvement on the  
         comments on the Chestnut Park application. He noted the importance of the community working together to protect and   
         ensure that any development for Kingswood reflected the wishes of the community. He informed the community of the  
         reasons for the parish council acting as a rule  party on any appeal for Chestnut Park. Although this application was refused 
         by members of the Stroud District Council Development Control Committee it was supported by the Planning officer. This  
         makes it difficult for Stroud District Council (SDC) to defend any appeal against the decision brought by Crest Nicholson.     
         The Chairman indicated that the cost to the parish council was likely to be £10,000. The  parish council believe that it  
         important to defend this application due to the threat from development to key community facilities such as the village  
         hall, sporting organisations such as Kingswood Cricket Club and Football Club and the continued use by all of the playing 
         field.   
  
         He thanked the community for their help on the Village Design Statement (VDS) and confirmed that this had now been    
         adopted as supplementary planning advice by Stroud District Council. The Chairman then confirmed that the parish 
         council were now pushing ahead with the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and asked that the community helped 
         with this. He explained that there was a small working group set up to produce the plan and asked for volunteers to join  
         the group to help produce it. He also emphasised the importance of the consultations and for the community to take  
         part in these and to tell us if they agree with the details being put forward. He asked the community to view the Vision  
         and Objectives and to comment on them. These were being displayed at the back of the village hall. He emphasised that  
         the NDP is evidence led and that the plan belonged to the community. Future consultations dates are the 20

th
 June at the  

         Church Fete and 5
th

 September at the village show. He advised that it was the intention to get the Kingswood NDP to  
         examination by the end of the year. At this stage the NDP would then have some weight in law and would be used to  
         decide planning applications. Once the NDP had completed the examination stage it would then be ready for public  
         referendum where the community would be asked to vote on  the NDP and say if they wish t to adopted. 
 
        The Chairman discussed the Stroud District Local Plan which is currently at public examination. He advised that once this 
         had been agreed and the 5 year housing supply agreed then Kingswood would be more protected from the level of  
         speculative development that it is currently experiencing. It was hoped that the SDC Local Plan would soon have the approriate 
         protection and weight when considering planning applications. This would be dependent on the opinion of the Planning  
         Inspector.   
 
         The Chairman then discussed the two further proposed developments for Kingswood and asked if the community  
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          supported this level of development in these locations. He asked for a show of hands. There was no one in favour of  

          development at these locations. There was a unanimous vote against this level of development.  

          The Chairman invited members of the community to ask questions. One member of the community asked would it not  

          be better to accept one development so we would then not have to take any further development. He went on to say if  

          all of the proposed development were to go ahead Kingswood would grow by more than 50%. The Chairman responded  

          that without an adopted Local Plan the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which has at paragraph 14 a  

          presumption in favour of sustainable development each application would be looked at individually and could be given  

          permission. The only protection that Kingswood would have is the adoption of the Local Plan and an adopted NDP. The  

          NDP would state the level and type of development that the community of Kingswood required. 

 

           A member of the community commented on the lack of a definition of sustainable. The Chairman agreed this was a   

           problem especially as the government were using economic sustainability via housing building as a means of stimulating  

           the economy. 

 

           The Chairman concluded that Keep Kingswood a Village (KKaV) would be meeting directly after the meeting to discuss       

           how best the community could respond to the applications.  

 

       6. To receive a presentation from Neil Troughton Highways Development Management Gloucestershire Highway  

            Authority - on the role of his team in advising Stroud District Council’s planning team on highways matters in relation to  

            planning applications. 

           Neil introduced himself and informed the community that he had seventeen team members split into three teams. There  

           were two team members who commented on development applications.  He explained the  Gloucestershire County  

           Highways were a statutory consultee on planning applications and were in a position to advise only. It was up to the Local  

           Planning Authority (LPA) to take a decision on whether to accept this advice. He advised that all applications were  

           assessed against the level of impact the development would cause. He advised that the development was assessed  

           against the policies in the SDC Local Plan. However the NPF para 32 stated that development could only be refused if the  

           cumulative impact was severe. He advised that this paragraph was having a massive impact as permissions were being  

           granted which would not have been in the past. He further commented that it was difficult to defend applications that  

           were adjacent to the settlement boundary. Applications at Leonard Stanley and Kings Stanley were two such applications  

           in which the decision to refuse was over turned at appeal.   

            

           Neil commented that it was difficult to comment on a suitable access and that it is hard to argue that an access is not  

           safe. He also advised that it is hard to comment on lack of sustainable transport choices as this would cover the whole of  

           the countryside. He advised that residual impact had to be severe and that there was not definition on severity and that  

           the onus was on the community to prove severity.  He concluded that he and his team would like to work with the  

           community. However the community must be aware that Highways hands were tied by the polices and in particular the NPPF.  

           He advised the community to work with developers and to try to get the best out of e development in respect of  

           Improvements.  The Chairman David Rockey asked for confirmation that if the community collected evidence that the  

           Highways team would use this evidence when making their decision on their response to an application. Neil advised the  

           community to collect data now on accidents as there was a significant underreporting of accidents.  He agreed that local    

           knowledge very use. 

 

           A member of the community asked if pedestrian safety was a priority. Neil advised that there were no priorities however  

           the conflict between pedestrians and vehicles is always assessed. The same member of the community asked about  

           shared paces being more attractive to developers, in his view these were not safe. Neil responded that shared spaces  

           were safe and were an accepted national standard. 

            

           Another member of the community asked about the access for the proposed Gladman development in respect to the 
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           danger from  the low sun and asked if photos would be helpful. A question was raised on the proposed single priority  

           access for this development. Neil responded by saying the access would need to be as simple as possible and it would 

           need to be assessed as suitable.. A question was asked on the maximum capacity of a road.  Neil responded that this is set out  

           in the Urban  Street Design manual.  He advised that there was not usually a problem with capacity but with road junctions. He  

           noted  that the parish is on the boundary with South Gloucestershire and that they would be contacted to comment on the  

           application. 

 

          A member of the community asked about a condition relating to visibility splays at Penwood Lodge and if this condition can  

          be imposed. Neil advised that his team can recommend conditions but cannot impose conditions on the LPA them. The  

          Chairman intervened and said it was unfair to ask about a 20 year old case.  

7.      To receive a report from Sargent Simon Davey from the Wotton Policing Team. 

          PC Richard Fear introduced himself and apologised for the absence of Sergent Simon Davey 

          Please see the full report at  appendix 1 

8.      To receive a report from the Chairman of Kingswood Parish Council.  

         The Chairman read out the  achievement of 2014/15 and the objectives for 2015/16. Please see copy of the full report at  

          appendix 2. There were no further questions for the Chairman 

9.      To receive a brief Financial Report from the Clerk. 
         Please see the full report at appendix 3 

10.   To receive a report from County Councillor John Cordwell. 

         Please see the full report at appendix 4  

 

         Councillor Cordwell advised that he would need to leave before the end of the meeting as it was the last meeting of  

         Wotton Town Council before the election. He advised that he was now the longest serving councillor having served the  

         county for 34   years. He reported that the Highways Contractor Amey were being investigated for poor performance. He  

         also advised that a new Highway Officer for the Wotton area called Andrew Middlecote had just commenced with  

         Gloucestershire Highways. 

 

         A member of the community asked how bad it would need to be before the contractor Amey was sacked. Cllr. John  

         Cordwell advised that in £2016 a financial penalty for under- performing would be set at £3m. A member of the   

         community asked when there would be a realistic policy on pot holes. He responded that pot holes were priorities in  

         accordance to national standards and those which constitute an insurance risk were completed first. 

 

11.   To receive a Report from District Councillor Paul Hemming. 

          Please see full report at appendix 5. 

          Cllr Paul Hemming gave a summary of his report. A question was asked in relation to why SDC were changing the waste  

          contractor. He responded that it was for improvements to the service but that it would result in a saving. A question was  

          asked in connection with the recycling collections and if it was going to be collected more frequently He responded that  

          the    plan was for weekly food waste collection  fortnightly recycling and residual waste collected  on a three  week rota 

 
12.     To receive a report from Patricia Broadfoot Chairman of Keep Kingswood a Village (KKaV). 

           Patricia Broadfoot thanked the community for the amazing support for the campaign in respect of the Chestnut Park    

           application.  

           She advised that the Gazette reporter Stuart Russ has said he has never seen such opposition as the one mounted by the  



 

5 

 

           community of Kingswood like at the recent  SDC development Control Committee. She continued by saying that KKAV will  

           continue to all they can to demonstrate the social harm that these developments are causing to Kingswood.  She also  

           stated that the election may bring some changes and consequences in respect of development. She advised that 

           the community that Kingswood would not be secure from unwanted development until Local Plan and the NDP is  

           adopted and the NPPF is reformed.  He asked the community to continue to support KKaV in their defence of the village. 

 

          A member of the community called on KKaV and the Chairman of the Parish council to take into account the blight that  

           industry is causing to the village. This was noted by both Chairman. 

13.    To receive a report from Alan Hooper a representative of the Kingswood Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. 

          Alan commented on the range of skills and knowledge brought forward from the community on the VDS. He advised that  

          an NDP would give the local community a chance to bring forward what it values and what it wants to see over the next   

          20 years. The views of the community would be reflected. The themes for the NDP had been identified from the evidence  

          on the  VDS . More work will be done on these and policies written. He advised that there would be more consultations  

          and asked the community to respond to ensure that the views of the community are reflected in the final plan.  

          He also emphasised that it is important to comment even if you agree with the plan as it is important for the working  

          group to know this. 

 

          A member of the community asked that if consultations were undertaken and surveys carried out could we ensure that  

          there were enough copies for every member of the house hold to respond. Alan noted this request. Alan finished by  

          responding to the question on industry raised to the Chairman of KKAV and advise that the NDP would include a section  

          on industry. 

 

14.   To receive reports from any other Kingswood Community Group who wishes to comment. 

          None of the community organisations wished to present. Please see all community reports at Appendix 6. 

 

15.  An opportunity for members of the community to ask questions or to raise issues with any of the representatives  

        present.   A member of the community raised a concern on parking within the village and the impact on the about disabled. He  

        stated that there were  249 vehicles on highway.  He did not believe that the policy operated by the police of educating driver    

        was working and wished for penalties to be issued. He stated that he was disabled and he was disrupted by the illegal parking.  

       The Chairman advised the parish council were working with the police on this matter and through the Neighbourhood Plan  

        process they had completed a Highway Audit which would be out for consultation shortly. 

      A question was raised in connection with a planning application for Crow Meadow in respect of the highways stating that there  
       was no  room for more car parking and that the access is not good and is used for children going to school  The Chairman advised  
       that the parish council had considered this application in the last parish council meeting and had resolved to object to it on  
       highway access.  
 
      There were no further questions. The Chairman ended the meeting by thanking the Clerk and the councillors for all of their hard   
      work over the last year  
 

Meeting Closed at t 21.01  End of meeting 21 .37 

 
 
 
 
Appendix  1 -   Report from the Police (Please click on report to open) 
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Panel Meeting 
March 2015

Wotton-Under-Edge, North Nibley, Kingswood, 

Alderley, Hillesley & Tresham

PC Rich Fear 2272 PCSO Ben Rollins 9105      PCSO Charlotte King 9261                         

LOCAL POLICING TEAM
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Appendix 2  2 Report from the parish council 

Kingswood Parish Council Annual Report 2014/15 

e 

 

 
 
  

Welcome to the Annual Report from Kingswood Parish Council. Details include Councillors contact details, What the Council 
achieved on your behalf in 2014/15 and the set objectives for the year 2015/16 

Chairman             David Rockey               david.rockey@gmail.com 
 
Vice Chairman    Paul Hemming             paul.hemming@supanet.com 
  
Councillors          Sue Evans                  sue.evans53@hotmail.com 
  
                               Norval Hawksworth   hnorval@yahoo.co.uk 

  
                               Toby Phillips                toby.phillips@rankgreen.co.uk 

     
                               Jean Simmons          jeansimmons403@googlemail.com 

 
                               Ken wood                  kenneth.r.wood1@gmail.com  
                                
 

Meetings 
 

The Parish Council meets on the second Monday of every 
month for a Full Council Meetings, then on the 4th Monday 
of every month for planning if required.  
 
An agenda will be made available for both meetings on the 
Wednesday before the meeting and can be found on the 
Website or on the Notice Board. 
http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54 
 
Meetings are held in the Village Hall. The public are welcome 
to attend these meetings and are able to speak at the 
assigned time as indicated on the agenda. 

Achieved in 2014/15 
 

1. Kingswood Village Design Statement, Conservation Area 
Statement and Environmental Character assessment all 
adopted as Supplementary Planning Advice. 
 

2. Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group set 
up. 
 

3. CCTV provided at the Playing field and Village Hall. 
 

4. Broadband provided at the Village Hall. 
 

5. A Porto Loo provided at the playing field for the summer 
months. 

6. A second parking barrier provided at the playing field and 
village hall to increase security. 
 

7. A summer Youth Group at the playing field. 
 

8. Worked with the community and consultants to 
successfully influence the decision to refuse the 
planning application for 59 houses at Chestnut Park 
 

9. Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group set 
up. 
 

10. A Speedar  (speed monitoring equipment)bought for the 
use of Community Speed Watch 

Objectives for 2015/16 
 

1. To produce a Neighbourhood Plan and get it to 
examination stage by December 2015. 

 
2. To produce a Highways and Accessibility Audit and make 

recommendations by December 2015. 
 

3. To carry out a Community Facilities consultation with the 
community.  

 
4. To work with the community and to comment on all 

speculative planning applications for housing 
developments in Kingswood. 

 
5. To work with the community and to comment accordingly 

on the Gladman Planning .Application for 100 houses at 
Charfield Road. 

 
6. To achieve the Gold Stand in the Local Council’s Award 

scheme by December 2015. 
 

7. To add to the CCTV provision at the Playing field to ensure 
more of the playing field is covered. 

 
8. To continue to work with Stroud District Council and 

Taylor Wimpey to transfer land from  to the parish 
council  to include allotments Wild Life areas and a 
Community Orchard. 
 

9. To continue to seek grant funding to ensure that the 
parish council can manage these areas in an 
environmentally sustainable manner for the community. 

mailto:david.rockey@gmail.com
mailto:paul.hemming@supanet.com
mailto:sue.evans53@hotmail.com
mailto:hnorval@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:toby.phillips@rankgreen.co.uk
mailto:jeansimmons403@googlemail.com
mailto:kenneth.r.wood1@gmail.com
http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54
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Kingswood Parish Council’s Summary of Accounts 2014/15 
Expenditure                                                                Income 

Parish Administration 
Churchyard /Cemetery                 
Playing field                            
Public Convenience                   
Open Spaces                   
Tubbs Turf                              
Youth Project                   
Parish Projects                
Professional Advice       
Contingency for Localism       
Vat refund                            
Total                                     
 

26199.15 
  4267.39 
  4152.18 
  2956.37 
  2059.73 
    595.00 
  1500.00 
11024.00 
  6683.54 
    663.10 
  4671.99 
64772.45 

Precept          
LA Grant           
Interest               
Cemetery        
Playing field        
VAT                   
Total 
 

54460.00 
  2375.00 
    173.13 
  1580.00 
    945.00 
  4657.42 
64190.55 

Accounts 
The draft accounts for 2014/15 are available to view by appointment with 
the Clerk. Account information can also be found on the parish council 
web site. http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54    The parish 
council set its precept at £56,782 for the year 2014/15 this is a zero 
increase at band D 

 

Chairman’s Report 
 

The Chairman would like to thank everyone who has attended parish council meetings and consultations over the past year. A 
particular thank you to everyone who has helped on the Village Design Statement and Conservation Area Statement and 
Environmental Character Assessment.  All of these documents have been adopted by Stroud District Council as Supplementary 
Planning Advise. The Neighbourhood Development Plan Team (NDP) is currently working hard on the NDP for Kingswood. This 
will be a strategic plan for Kingswood and will give Kingswood direct power to develop a shared vision that will deliver the 
sustainable development that the community requires. It will enable the community to use neighbourhood planning to set 
planning policies by which the Local Planning Authority will determine decisions on planning applications. To achieve this we need 
your involvement and comments on the plan and the polices. There will be three consultations on the NDP in April, June and 
September. It is hoped to submit the plan in December and at that time the plan will have significant weight and can be used to 
judge planning applications. Please be involved and help to shape the future of Kingswood. 
 
The year was once again dominated by development issues. The community and the parish council came together and objected 
to the 59 house development on Chestnut Park. The Members of the Stroud District Council Development Control Committee 
also refused to give this application permission. We are now waiting for Crest Nicholson to log this application for an appeal 
hearing. We are now aware of two further developments for Kingswood one for 100 houses on Charfield Road and another on 
Wickwar Road. Please let the parish council know your views on these proposed developments 
 
This year saw the start of various community projects involving the playing field and the village hall. A second barrier has been 
installed to increase the security and help prevent further illegal encampments taking place on the playing field. CCTV has also 
been installed and this will help to monitor any anti- social behaviour and to be able to take targeted action against dog fouling at 
the playing field.  A porto loo was also installed over the summer months of 2014 and we received a lot of positive comments on 
this provision. We will therefore provide a porto loo during the summer months of 2015. 
 
Community Speed watch has had a successful year. It is about to start operating again in 2015. Kingswood Parish Council has 
bought a Speedar so that the team has their own equipment. If you wish to join the team and help to log the details of speeding 
vehicles through Kingswood which will enable the Police to take action please contact the parish clerk. 
 
The Parish Council has allocated £8000 to its Grant Awarding Budget for 2015/16 to ensure that it is able to support local 
organisations. Information is available on the parish council web site. http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54 A total 
of £7530.20 was paid out to various organisations in 2014/15. Grants were made to Wotton Swimming Pool, Cotswold Talking 
Newsletter, Royal British Legion and the Citizens Advice Bureau and Wotton Wotton Skate Park. 
 
Kingswood Parish Council is continuing to take up matters of concern for the electorate. Current issues relate to speeding, 
flooding, highways issues, dog fouling and future housing developments. If you have any concerns you would like to bring to the 
attention of the council please raise them with a councillors or come along to a parish council meeting. 

http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54
http://community.stroud.gov.uk/default.asp?pid=54
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Appendix 3 Kingswood parish Council Financial Report 
 

Kingswood Parish Council  Financial Report 

The accounts are available for inspection with notice and by appointment with the Clerk. The books are here to night if 

any one wishes to view them. I will give you a very brief overview of the main points. 

Receipts last year were £62111.00 and expenditure was £64772.45. The parish council currently hold £75127.61 in the 

bank. 

The precept or the part of your council tax bill that relates to Kingswood has been set at £56782.00. This has increased 

from £54460 and is a 2% increase. However due to the increase in the number of houses for Kingswood this equates to a 

0 increase per household 

This money is used for the benefit of the community of Kingswood. The parish council thought long and hard when 

setting its precept. This year is likely to be another challenging time with the council defending an appeal and 

completing its Neighbourhood Plan.  
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Appendix 4 County Council Report 
 

Report on County Council Matters  
to Kingswood Annual Parish Assembly, April 20th 2015 

John Cordwell 
 

This of course can only be a very brief summary of what has been happening at the County Council.  
 
County Council Membership 
An Independent member of the council died a few months ago and the by-election was won by a Conservative. 
It is still a minority Conservative administration with a political composition of: 
24 Conservative; 14 Liberal Democrat; 9 Labour; 3 UKIP; 1 Green; I PAB; 1 Independent.   
 
At 34 years I am now the longest-serving county councillor in the history of the present Gloucestershire County Council, 
taking over that role from Basil Booth, who retired in May 2013. Basil’s area included Ham & Stone and Alkington which I 
now represent. Sadly, he died last year.  
  
My roles on the County Council  
In addition to the roles I detailed in last year’s report, a Highways Contract Advisory Group has been set up, on which I am a 
lead member. Its current job is to have “oversight and input into setting the outcomes of the LED street lighting contract 
procurement.” The contract was due to be awarded on 6

th
 April but has been delayed because the tenders received did not 

conform to the stated requirements! 
  
County Budget 2015/16  
On 18

th
 February the council agreed a budget for 2015/16 of £420.03M, a decrease in cash terms of £8.075M. However 

the council has suffered a £17.5M reduction in central government formula grant funding, offset by increases in the 
council tax base and surplus of £5.4M. Public Heath funding to the council has increased by £3.1M but this is because of 
the transfer of responsibilities to the council for 0 to 5-year-olds.   
 The total to be precepted (council tax requirement) is £231.116M. For the fifth year running, council tax has been 
frozen at £1090.50 at Band D.  

 Such cuts limited the scope for amendments to be made to the budget. However, it took on board nearly the 
full slate of budget proposals put forward by the Liberal Democrats which included:  
  Last September, Liberal Democrats asked for the County Council to carry out a study to identify routes that cyclists 
found problematic, and used the results to successfully propose that £100k was put in the budget to do the advanced 
design work needed to allow schemes identified by the study to be delivered in the future.    
Around £100k is being invested to provide free Wi-Fi in every county and community library.  
   With concern over the state of trees near highways, each councillor has been allocated £2500 this year that can be 
used on tree maintenance or tree planting. This is on top of the £20k annual “Highways Local” allocation to each 
councillor, regarding which see further on! 
 and a further £100k – worth of proposals. 
 Most suggestions put forward by Labour were rejected as they had not calculated the cost of them! The 
exceptions were implementation of the living wage increase for staff at £36k and a useful £100k to invest in maintaining 
rural bus services. The Green Party were successful in a £30k bid for a rural sustainable drainage pilot scheme in the 
Frome catchment area.  

 
Active Together Grant 
Arising from last year’s budget each county councillor was allocated a once-off £40k to be used to support the prioritisation 
and delivery of sport and physical activity within their electoral divisions.  I recommended grants for six projects in my division 
from this fund, fully spending the £40k. One was for play equipment at Kingswood Primary School.  
 
Another £100k was allocated jointly to the ten county councillors within the Stroud district area to fund healthy projects and 
healthy living campaigns in disadvantaged communities. We met earlier this year to discuss how this should be spent, having 
previously agreed the priorities should be on stopping smoking and reducing obesity. Nine projects have been agreed in 
whole or in part.   
 
In addition an annual Children’s Activity Fund of £5k per councillor was set up. I endorsed three projects fully spending the 
available funds. 
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County Residual Waste Disposal Project – Javelin Park 
Early in 2013 the County Council’s Cabinet, despite many objections, pressed ahead with its plans for waste disposal 
using an incinerator, to be located at Javelin Park, close to junction 12 of the M5. Against advice from its Environment 
Scrutiny Committee (of which I am a member) the council signed a contract with Urbaser-Balfour Beatty (UBB) before 
UBB’s planning application was considered by the county’s planning committee on 21

st
 March 2013. It was unanimously 

refused by the 18 members of the planning committee, of which I was one.  
 The grounds for refusal were based on environmental considerations, essentially that the harm to the landscape 
outweighed the benefits, that it introduced a prominent building into a rural area overlooked by the AONB and the 
Cotswold Way, and that it would have an overbearing effect on nearby residential properties. The council was not able to 
object to the proposed technology. 
 UBB appealed against the decision and a public inquiry was held. The Secretary of State “recovered” the appeal, 
which meant that the planning inspector did not determine it himself but submitted a report with his recommendations to 
the Secretary of State. Originally Mr Pickles was supposed to announce his decision in May 2014. After several further 
missed deadlines, in January this year the Secretary of State announced he had decided to allow the appeal.  
 At an emergency meeting of the county council in February, called by the Labour group, a vote was taken to call on 
the county’s cabinet to cancel the contract for this (really a censure against the Cabinet since it was known they would not 
agree). It was narrowly lost when UKIP joined the Conservatives in voting against it.  
 My group had initially tabled an amendment asking for an independent inquiry into the procurement process used 
(including the matter of the contract being signed before the Planning Committee had determined the application) and to 
establish the cancellation costs, reputed to be close to £100M, but it turned out the full information would not be revealed 
even in strictest confidence to councillors. 
 
New Highways Contract  
Amey were awarded the contract, which started in April 2014. There have since been considerable concerns raised by county 
councillors and the public over work not being done when promised and over its quality. In addition some requests seem to 
get lost in the system – several of mine for dealing with light outages and potholes marked for repair which then fell off the 
computer due to human error. Renewing double yellow lining and white lining, particularly at junctions, is still outstanding. I 
raised this issue months ago and was told there was a backlog of work at 29 sites which would be cleared in the next few 
weeks. I am still waiting and asking when it will happen.  
 A former county council officer was been brought out of retirement to help sort things out and I had a long discussion 
with him. 
 A Liberal Democrat motion tabled at the March County Council meeting criticising Amey’s performance was agreed by 
all but one of the members of the council, including the Cabinet member responsible for highways. One UKIP member 
abstained. The motion called for the continued close monitoring of the contract performance and for financial penalties to 
be imposed if performance targets are not consistently met in 2015/16. 
 
Once again £20k is being allocated to each county councillor in 2015/16 to spend on highway issues within their divisions. 
On this occasion it also includes an additional £2500 referred to above. 
 In common with a number of other councillors, none of the schemes I put forward a year ago, other than those done 
instead from the general highways budget, have taken place: Amey has not been able to progress them and the money 
will be rolled over to the new financial year. Proposals for the coming year are welcome! 
 Unfortunately in this part of the county we were also missing our local highways manager for part of the year through 
illness. He has now ceased employment with the County Council. His replacement, Andrew Middlecote, took up the post 
at the beginning of the month and I will be meeting him next week. 
 
Drive for Life 
In February I attended this full day of talks and practical demonstrations for Y12 and Y13 students at KLB School as Chair 
of the County Council’s Stroud Area Road Safety Liaison Group. The event was well received by the students, a number 
of whom have already passed their driving test. All the emergency services attended together with the Gloucestershire 
Road Safety Partnership. I hope that other schools and colleges in the county will have the same opportunity.  
 

Other issues  
Of course I have dealt with many other issues during the year, mostly involving individuals. One that has continued to rumble 
through the year has been the anticipated planning application to the County Council for bunds for the clay pigeon shooting 
site in Kingswood. 
 
  

 
John Cordwell 
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Appendix 6 District Council Report 
 

District Council Report to Kingswood Parish Council 
Monday April 20th 2015 

 
 
Following the move to the new committee system in May 2013 there have been a number of changes 
to committees, the constitution and member training during the past year. 
All of these intended to smooth the day to day operation and greater inclusion of all members on 
decision making. 
The new training schedule is in place for members following elections next month and is likely to be 
further enhanced prior to all-out elections in 2016. 
 
The final draft submission to the Boundary Commission for proposed Boundary changes is complete 
and sent. We now await their final deliberations which will be available later in the year. 
 
New Social Housing provision is under way and refurbishment and improvement of existing properties 
continues. 
 
There is also a working group looking at further additional provision of housing, by the council, which 
has as yet to define the scale, type and method.  
 
 
The examination in Public of the New Local Plan will restart on 12th May. 
Having received updated population prediction figures which suggest that there will be more people in 
a position to buy property and that relationships are changing (?) the base figure before any addition 
for economic growth rises from 10,400 to 11,000 during the plan period. However the grand total 
remains at 11,200. 
Allocations from the Inspector are due to be received by mid June 2015. 
 
 
The new waste and recycling contract will begin in June 2016 and to this end the council is in the 
process of securing the site for the depot and the last Full Council meeting agreed to add just under 
£5.8m to the capital budget for the coming year for the purchase of vehicles. 
The final cost is likely to be less than this as it is not proposed to purchase all new vehicles as that 
would be likely to mean that they all reach end of life at the same time. It is therefore recommended 
to purchase a number of good second hand items thus reducing the overall outlay. The new contract 
is planned to deliver a weekly food waste collection and reduced frequency for residual waste. The 
residual waste collection will use a new wheeled bin, smaller than the recycling bin currently in use 
and will in most cases replace the black bag system currently in use. Routes used by the vehicles will 
be optimised and it is hoped to result in a 25% saving in fuel costs. The majority of collections will be 
on the same day as now. It is also planned to bring in an opt-in garden waste collection service at an 
annual fee which will cover the of providing a bin and collection. Bulky waste, previously collected 
free of charge will also see the introduction of a fee for up to 3 three items. 
 
Whilst on waste the hearing for the District Council’s challenge over Javelin Park is due to take place 
on 25th June. This is primarily over the fact that the site was initially allocated for the treatment of 
waste and not for an incinerator. 
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The canal project continues at quite a pace and anyone who has had the pleasure of walking the 
greatly improved towpaths will be able to see the benefits and increased use that these areas now 
provide, together with some of the development taking and which has already taken place alongside. 
In June there will be a financial update which is likely to show quite a large overspend prediction. This 
will probably not come as much of a surprise as the amount of work undertaken and remaining to be 
completed has been enormous. Not everything goes entirely to plan and some engineering works 
have involved additional spend in order to proceed. 
However having got this far it would seem foolish not to complete the work as without joining up with 
the existing waterway would have merely created a very long pond. 
 
 
Council Tax is frozen again for the coming year and in many cases will result in a slight decrease in 
household payments because of increased numbers of dwellings in parishes. 
It is likely that next year (2016/17) will see an increase however, as it is not possible to continually 
absorb the effect of reducing government grants and still maintain levels of service previously 
enjoyed. 
 
 
Paul Hemming 
District Councillor 
Kingswood Ward 
Stroud District Council 
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Appendix 7 Community Reports 
 

Report from Keep Kingswood a Village (KKaV) 

 for the Annual Parish Meeting 2015 
 

 

KKaV continues to enjoy strong support in its efforts to promote 

sustainable development in the village and to protect our unique 

community spirit. 

 

Our efforts this year have focussed mainly on fighting two development 

applications from Crest Nicholson as well as helping with the Village 

Design Statement.  KKaV worked with many others to demonstrate the 

social harm these Crest Nicholson developments would cause to the whole 

village as a result of their potential impact on the Village Hall and playing 

field, on the wildlife in the area and their general impact on the setting of 

the village near to the AoNB, as well as many other points.  We were at 

pains too, to point out the increasingly significant road safety issues that 

result from more and more cars and parking in the village. 

 

It is now widely known that as a result of the efforts of a great many 

people in the village who support KKaV, as well as the great efforts of the 

Parish Council, the Crest Nicholson applications were turned down by 

Stroud District Council.  However this is unlikely to be the end of the 

story and KKaV will continue to do all it can to fight these unwelcome 

applications. 

 

KKaV is also committed to fighting the impending applications from 

Gladman and potentially, other developers, for new houses on a scale that 

threatens the continued existence of Kingswood as a ‘ village’ . 
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KKaV would like to thank everyone for their support over the last year.  

We hope that you will continue that support in the difficult year to come. 

 

The KKaV Committee 
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KINGSWOOD NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

2014/5 
 

As ever, Kingswood`s crime rate was low. Nevertheless, the minor thefts and petty irritations always occur, not 

least the thefts from cars this March and the mindless arson of the toilet near the children`s play area on the 

field. 

 

 Kingswood Neighbourhood Watch makes no claim of being the last bastion of the village`s defence against 

crime. It isn`t. Probably more of a “Dad`s ( and Mum`s ) Army ! However, it is a useful link between the police 

and the community. Its messaging system, an `e` mail or paper slip through every door within 48 hours of a 

police call, is valued as a warning against potential crime in the area and is rare amongst other communities. 

Indeed, Kingswood`s NHW is regarded by the police as one of the best. 

 

Even so, there are times when we, as villagers, could do more for ourselves. Crime is low in the area but that 

can catch us off guard. A little more self protection would not go amiss.  

 

Finally, when from time to time new deliverers are asked for, it is typical of Kingswood that in under 24 hours 

more than enough have volunteered. 

 

Rod Alexander, Vice Chairman, Kingswood Neighbourhood Watch. 4 April 2015. 
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KINGSWOOD SPORTS AND RECREATION FUND  

 

KSRF is a registered charity with a very broad remit “for the benefit of the people of Kingswood”. Following 

the Tubb`s Turf project committee`s difficulties in fund raising because it was not a registered charity, it was 

determined that no future village should ever that problem again. Hence a few villagers founded KSRF. Though 

its first job was the “unfinished business” of raising money for the Tubb`s pavilion, it is not part of Tubb`s. Nor 

is it primarily a fund raiser, a function excellently done by KVA. Its main attribute is as an incoming channel 

for donations to village projects or organisations, who are not registered charities, which can inhibit potential 

donors` claims for tax relief or prevent the project from claiming it. Charitable status can also encourage more 

generous donations because of this tax advantage. The fund raising for the Memorial Fingerpost in The 

Chipping was a classic example of this, extra thousands being paid to the project by the tax man. Furthermore, 

other trusts and charities sometimes will only give to registered charities.  

 

Recently KSRF has helped process funds for the playing field playground. Indeed it still has on hand for this 

£377, awaiting an invoice from the Parish Council. Finally, it is delighted to have donated £650 last December 

to the Bridgers Skate Board and BMX parts of the New Rd Sports Project. 

 

If you think KSRF can help please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Rod Alexander, Chairman KSRF. 3 April 2015  
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KINGSWOOD VILLAGE ASSOCIATION 2014 
 

The Kingswood Village Association (KVA) goes on from strength to strength. Its 

purpose, to raise funds for village groups by way of fun events, was fulfilled in 

2014. “Come dine with me”, Open gardens, Show Day and the Christmas Wine 

Festival raised over £5000.  

 

These funded donations to”Grapevine”, Play and Toddlers groups, Brownies, 

Guides, Bridgers (skateboard and BMX tracks), Poppy Fund, Primary School sign, 

Talking Newspaper for the Blind and the New Year`s Eve pensioners` lunch, a total 

of £3955. 

 

A reflection of the enjoyment of the KVA organisers of these events has been the 

steady influx of new members and helpers. More will be most welcome. We are 

sure that you will have too.  

 

Already in 2015 KVA has made four more donations, totalling nearly £1200. If 

your group is struggling please feel free to get in touch. 

 

Rod Alexander, Treasurer, Kingswood Village Association. 4 April 2015.   
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KINGSWOOD VILLAGE CRICKET CLUB. 2014 SEASON 

 

No trophies but another good year with a definite move towards youth. It was not unusual to have five teenagers 

in the side. The end of the season was also the end of an era with Kevin Morgan, a superb skipper in all respects 

for more than two decades, passing the job to Ben Foxwell, KVCC`s youngest skipper ever. 

 

 A non league club, Kingswood Village C.C. strives to provide a good game for all ages  (10 to 71 last year),  

and to be good, fair and hospitable neighbours, competitors and hosts; the teas and hog roasts are legends. We 

hope we succeed. Certainly, the ease with which we are offered fixtures, including an increasing number of 

touring sides, and the keenness of youngsters (and their parents) to play for us, suggest that we do. Our social 

events for the village keep us solvent. Sociable though we try to be, we somehow managed to win more games 

than we lost—just. 

 

There was just one cloud on the horizon, which could be more dire than the game stopping thunderstorms of 

2012. The projected housing development next to the boundary will be in range of our younger, fitter batsmen. 

It will be unlikely that the club would not experience the new householders` wrath and legal action with perhaps 

an injunction for the club`s closure. Thus, the club found itself at the forefront of the campaign to Keep 

Kingswood a Village. The support the campaign had from the village was magnificent. KVCC appreciates that 

saving cricket for future generations of youngsters was only part of the campaign. Nevertheless, it is eternally 

grateful for all the letters of objection on its behalf. 

 

The new season starts very soon. We look forward to many more. 

 

Rod Alexander, Chairman KVCC. April 3 2015 
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Kingswood Village Hall 
 Chairman: David Scott                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                         Wickwar Road 

                                                                                         Kingswood 

                                                                                         Wotton-Under-Edge 

                                                                                         GL128RU 

 

                                  2014  Report. 

 

The Village Hall has continued to be very well used particularly during the week when it is rarely free. In 

addition to our regular hirers of the last few years we now have an every weekday booking from the 

Primary Out of School club called Dragonflies. 

 

The committee recognised the need to address our cost base and managed some quite substantial savings. 

In addition the hire charges were reviewed and raised but still remained competetive with other venues in 

the locality. 

 

The Halls' facilities are amongst the very best around but require constant maintenance and upgrading. 

We identified a need to replace the kitchen that has been in situ for nearly 40 years and to this end we 

have sought to achieve grant funding and have, since the year end, received £10k towards the cost. We 

have had contractors quote for the work and we intend to have the work completed during August this 

year. 

 

The Hall is a major resource for our village but requires a lot of managing, eats money  and requires 

constant maintenance and modernising.  Being part of the team that runs the Hall is a very rewarding 

and satisfying experience but we always need new people to come along and serve on the Management 

committee. This does not have to be a major work commitment, what is needed is new ideas and a fresh 

outlook to keep the Hall going forward. Please come along to our AGM in May. 

 

The Hall has hosted many memorable events and continues to be the venue of first choice for a number of 

special occasions or events. 

 

In the year to December 31
st
 2014 the Hall ended with a surplus of £2735 against one of £657 for the 

previous year. This surplus represents tight cost control and some profitable fund raising during the 

period. The Kingswood Kurry Klub came out of retirement to run an evening for the Village Hall and 

was a tremendous success both socially and profit wise. It is our intention to continue this good financial 

management and plough the funds into further improving this exceptional and highly regarded 

Kingswood village facility. 
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JOHN MAYO’S EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

 

Reg. Charity No. 311586 

Correspondent: Dr D Hatton, Nampara, Old Rectory Road, Kingswood, GL12 8RE 

 

 

 

Report to the Kingswood Annual Parish Meeting  April 2015 

 

Our small charity has been in existence for over a hundred years. Its principal purpose is to 

award grants to young people, from Kingswood, engaged in any form of post-school education.  

This can include academic courses, apprenticeships or any form of craft and skill training. 

 

 

From our records, we are aware that, in the last century, the charity was occasionally able to 

give a level of support, to one or two young people, that must have been crucial in their being 

able to afford go on to further education.  In those days, however, there were relatively few 

young people going on to any form of education beyond school. 

 

In recent years the number of young people embarking on some form of further education has 

increased enormously.  Faced with increasing numbers of worthy applicants, the best we can 

now do is to offer encouragement in the form  of much smaller grants.  These will perhaps 

cover a few textbooks or a piece of essential course equipment or materials for practical work.  

 

Convinced of the value of the support we are able to give to young people, the trustees decided, 

in 2010, to “grow” our charity for the first time since it was founded.  By the end of 2012, due 

principally to the generosity of local people, we had increased the worth of the charity by 30%.  

 

Last year the charity made grants, totalling £540, to each of the eight people who applied 

to it. Our constitution encourages us to support Kingswood Primary School and last year 

we also made a grant of  £200 to Kingswood Primary School.  This was to help families 

with the costs of children's residential courses. 

 

The John Mayo Charity would welcome more applications for grants from Kingswood 

residents.  An invitation to apply for grants is placed in Grapevine in late summer and we 

strongly encourage those eligible, particularly young people, to respond to this invitation.    

 

 

David Hatton 

Correspondent and Trustee 
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The Wotton Pool (Registered Charity) 2014 Season from April until September 
Ladies Therapeutic Swimming on Friday Mornings.  One of several ‘niche’ sessions we are running 
 
I am very pleased to report that we have enjoyed a successful season, and again I am grateful for the 
support I have seen coming to the pool from dozens of kindly and generous people giving their time, 
money, effort and skills to help with the running and the development of the facility.  We have also 
enjoyed the benefit of a core of dedicated and professional employees providing the operational 
support needed to run the pool day-to-day. 
 
This season has been one of consolidation: We retained the majority of the management team 
(having reduced it by one as an economy/efficiency measure) and we retained the successful mix of 
sessions (public, lanes, parent and child, families, ladies therapeutic, adult general swim). We 
continued to offer school use and private bookings. On the training front we decided to make Tuesday 
and Thursday early evenings permanently available for swimming lessons and this steady schedule 
helped with managing demand and take-up.  
 
The overall use of the pool was slightly lower than last season (about 10-15% lower numbers 
attended public sessions). I do not see this as cause for concern as our aim is to broaden the appeal 
of the pool as a facility for all rather than focus on getting more people through. We are probably at or 
around the optimum use of the pool in respect of its swimmer-handling capacity. 
 
An important improvement on last year was getting the pool ready in advance of the swimming 
season and using it to train the cadre of lifeguards. This meant we had full quota of freshly trained-
and-tested supervisors to get the season going, and this group of lifeguards was largely available 
throughout the season. 
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In respect of the facilities we have consistently invested time money and effort over the past three 
years of winter breaks and this has vastly improved the facilities and usability of the site. These 
‘capital reserves’ have now been spent so we limited our improvements to getting the sand 
filter refurbished (with much expert assistance from specialist volunteers) and painting the fence and 
buildings. This latter activity was greatly facilitated by the use of a mobile elevated work platform, 
which improved access for and safety of this activity. I am very appreciative of these 
contributions.  
 
In addition we employed a local cleaning firm to carry out a weekly thorough clean of the changing 
rooms and lavatories using ‘industrial’ equipment and materials. This has markedly reduced the 
comments received about cleanliness. We also ran the thermal solar panels throughout the summer 
and due to the interest of a number of enthusiasts we have unusually close monitoring of their 
performance. This confirmed a cost saving of about £140 and the saving of about 800kg of carbon 
dioxide emission. This was consistent with expectation. 
 
With regard to our continued financial arrangements we were pleased to renew our service level 
agreement with the Town Council at the beginning of the season at the same level of funding. There 
is an implicit saving to the council here as we have absorbed the 10% inflation that 
occurred over the first 3 years (equivalent to £2,800). This new agreement runs for three years and 
this has given us the confidence to invest effort and time into planning a development of the 
accommodation on site. The plan is to improve the changing rooms and build a ‘dry side’ 
room to allow better accommodation for parents of swimmers and throughput of ‘party’ groups. It will 
also be used for training. An architect is generously offering assistance with this and once a scheme 
is developed we will be seeking government grants and other funds to finance it. 
 
As with previous years we have arranged a public meeting to inform and consult the public of Wotton 
who pay through their council tax us to run the facility. 
In addition we have defined some keynotes for the pool that we will use to guide us through its 
operation and development. These are: 
 
• safe 
• high quality 
• indefinitely ongoing 
• low maintenance 

• community enterprise 
• fun for all 
 
Thanks everybody for your support this past season, and we look forward to running another 
entertaining season this summer. 
 
Alan George 
(Chairman of Trustees) 
19/2/15 
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Tubbs Turf Management Committee 
Report to The Kingwood Annual Parish meeting, April 2015 

The Tubbs Turf Management Committee is responsible for the maintenance and improvement 

of the recreational courts and the surrounding garden which are located close to the centre of 

the village. The Committee comprises both elected members and members appointed by local 

organisations.  

Tubbs Turf is a facility provided primarily for the parish of Kingswood, though membership is 

not restricted to the parish. The grounds and courts can be used by all, though membership 

permits booking of the courts as well as helping provide the funds needed to maintain the 

facility.  

After a few years of major developments, with the extension of the pavilion and the resurfacing 

and repainting of the courts, 2014 has been a relatively quiet year of consolidation. The 

Management Committee has not had to deal with any matters of significance such as broken 

fences or leaking pavilion roof this past year. 

This has allowed us to continue our focus on re-landscaping and maintaining the gardens. 

Gardening mornings have continued throughout the year, with volunteers giving their time in 

what is a sociable morning activity with cakes and refreshment provided. If you are interested in 

helping with the garden, you will be very welcome. No expertise is required, just turn up on the 

day. Gardening mornings are advertised on the Tubbs Turf notice board. The work completed to 

date has made significant improvements, with a full programme of gardening days scheduled 

for the coming year. We would like to record our thanks to Wayne at Soils in Kingswood for 

generously providing the landscaping fabric and shredded bark. 

Finals Day, the main event and fundraiser for the year, is a day of tennis competition and other 

family activities. In 2014 we were again blessed with fine weather and whilst numbers seemed 

to be down on previous years, this was amply compensated for by the enthusiasm of those who 

attended for the events and for the beverages on offer.  

With Tubbs Turf now providing kitchen/toilets and BBQ in addition to a sporting and leisure 

venue, the Management Committee are keen to see increased utilisation of the enhanced 

facilities by the local community. Any suggestions for events or uses which you would keen to 

see would be welcomed by the committee.  
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The membership fee is very reasonable and not increased since last year, with adult/family 

membership at only £20/£35 for Kingswood residents (£30/£55 for non-residents). Anyone 

interested in joining or finding out more should refer to the contact information on the Tubbs 

Turf notice board. 
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