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New Rose Cottage    
Chapel Lane 
Hillesley 
Gloucestershire 
GL12 7RQ 
 
Clerk Mary Leonard 01453 844659  
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com 

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of Kingswood Parish held on Monday 19th May 2014 commencing 7.00p.m.at Kingswood 
Village Hall Wickwar Road. 
  
PRESENT   
 
Councillors:  Chairman Cllr. D. Rockey Vice Chairman Cllr. Hemming, Cllr K Wood, Cllr. S. Evans, Cllr Toby Phillips and  
                        Cllr.Jean Simmons 
         
Clerk:          Miss. M. Leonard 
 
Public              There were various members of the Public present       
 
  
   

 KINGSWOOD PARISH COUNCIL  
          1.  The Chairman of the Parish Council to open the meeting and explain the format.  
 

 Members of the parish council were available to greet the electorate and to ensure that they had access to the 
 Hand outs and displays. 
 

          2.  An open session for the public to view the following information which will be available and to meet  
                representatives of the Parish Council,  
      

 Meet with the Head of Planning at Stroud District Council Phil Skill 

 View and Comment on the Village Design Statement Consultation 

 View and Comment on the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed development at Chestnut 
Park  

 Meet with the Neighbourhood Warden for Kingswood, Pete Gleed 

 Meet with Sergeant Simon Davies and Pc Charlie Sallis and discuss local issues including Community Speed Watch 

 Meet with Alex Davies Stroud District Council Dog Warden 

 Meet with Christine Sweet Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) Village Agent 

 Meet with Marilyn Cox Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) Adviser of Village Plan and 
Neighbourhood Planning 

 The Parish Plan and Action Plan Information – Objectives for 2014/15 

 View Information on the  Accounts for 2013/14 

 Meet with your District Councillor  and County Councillors  

 View reports from village organisations 
 

The Formal part of the meeting started at 7.30 
 
  3.   To Receive and note apologies for absence.  
      
         There were no apologies received for this meeting. 
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  4.   To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 8

th
 April 2013. 

 
        The Chairman asked the assembly if they had any questions or points to raise on the minutes for 2013/14.  A member of 
        the electorate asked when the minutes were first available to be viewed by the public. The Clerk responded that the  
        minutes had been available on line, on the notice board and a small number of copies were available that night. It was  
        proposed by Cllr. Jean Simmons to accept the minutes as an accurate record of the 2013/14 meeting. This was seconded by  
        Victoria Lavery. The Chairman asked if everyone was in agreement and as no objections were raised the matter was  
        resolved. 
 
5.  To receive a presentation from Stroud District Council’s Head of Planning Phil Skill 
       The Chairman of the parish council David Rockey introduced Stroud District Council’s Head of Planning Mr Phil Skill.   Mr  
       Skill gave a brief outline on planning legislation and spoke about Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) the Local Plan  
       and the expected Crest Nicholson planning  application for Chestnut Park. Brief notes follow: 
 
      Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
      99% of planning applications do not require an EIA. Certain developments/major projects require one for example HS2. 
       In housing terms it would take a 1000 houses to trigger an automatic EIA.  An EIA is a report that shows how a 
      developer will deal with an issue. It will look at mitigation and how the impact can be dealt with. The developer has a 
      right of appeal to the secretary of state in  connection with the decision from the Local Planning Authority(LPA).  

 
       The  Stroud District Council’s 2005 Local Plan is now out of date it was for the period 2005-2011. The next Local Plan is  
       being prepared and is for the period 2012- 2031 a period of 15 year. The Local Plan should be reviewed every five years.   
       The LPA’S position is that the district needs 3000 houses. However this figure is in conflict as developers say the LPA 
       requires more than 4000 houses.  To revolve this conflict there will be an examination in public to be held by a Planning  
       Inspector. This opened on the on 1

st
 April 2014 and heard evidence for 3 days. It should have lasted 8 days but as such  

       differences in opinion proceedings were halted. The inspector is to give a decision by the end of May 2014. The LPA has  
       been invited to have a view on a new number.  This will need to be decided by the members of the district council.   
 
       The new numbers could have an effect on the LPA’s decision for the  proposed Crest Nicholson application for Kingswood as  
       there has been a lot of controversy over the housing allocation located West of Stonehouse. The Officers had put this 
       allocation in the Local Plan but the elected members at Stroud District Council did not agree and have removed this   
       allocation it. The Inspector could ask for it to be brought forward again. 
 
        Five Year Housing Supply    
      The LPA is required to have evidence of a 5 year housing supply. This is a government regulation which allows for  
        housing  developers to have a 5 year business plan.  The 5 year supply can be problematic for the LPA as developers do not  
        bring forward all permissioned development to be built. The LPA has to check what has been built and what is planned to  
        be built. The developer holds all the cards as it is under their control. During the recession not enough houses have been 
        built. The government now insist that the backlog of houses has to be built plus the 5 years supply. The LPA have to make  
        difficult decisions on where houses should go. 

 
      Mr Phil Skill opened the session for questions. 
  
      A question was asked about refusing applications in respect of insufficient parking. This question relates to the situation  
        with parking on the current development at Chestnut Park. The development is for shared spaces therefore less spaces  
        being provided.  The questioner asked if the LPA had the power to object to development if insufficient parking is provided.  
        Mr Skill responded as it is difficult to object on this as there is primary legislation based on manual for streets.  The  
        questioner was unhappy with this answer as he believed that pedestrians should have rights over vehicles. 
 
      A question was asked about inclusion of the West of Stonehouse application in the Local Plan. Would the LPA turn down  
        the Crest Nicholson  application for Chestnut Park as the LPA would be able to prove the 5 year housing supply. Mr Phil Skill  
        responded that the timing could be difficult. The LPA currently has two big appeals for Baxters Field and Mankley Field.  
        There would also be a new council elected in May 2014 who may make very different decisions. The Local Plan could be  
       delayed by up to a year and the decision on Chestnut Park may need to be made before this time.  

 
       Mr Phil skill advised that the parish should always have a plan B in relation to what it would want the developer to provide 
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         If permission granted. 
 

 6.  To receive a presentation from Sergeant Simon Davey launching Community Speed Watch 
      The Chairman Cllr. David Rockey introduced Sergeant Simon Davey.  Sergeant Simon Davey discussed the issues facing  
       Kingswood in relation to parking and speeding. He advised that his team were working hard to help the community with  
       this issue but it was their policy to educate drivers in the first instance rather than penalise them. He asked residence to  
       Phone the 101 number if they wished to report a parking related incident  
 
       A member of the electorate questioned the Sergeant and was unhappy that the Police were not taking more action as it is  
       very difficult for the elderly or the disabled to access the centre of the village or to cross the road. A further question was  
       asked about vehicles parking on the pavement. Sergeant Davey responded that the vehicle had to be causing an obstruction 
       for it to offence and if a person could get by the vehicle then there would not be a police issue. A question was asked on 
       parking on High street and Golden Lane  as cars were parked outside of the white boxes making turning on to High Street  
       difficult.  Other members of the public agreed that there was a problem. Sargent Davey agreed to continue to monitor the  
       problem and asked for the community to report incidences to his team on the 101 number and they would investigate 
 
 7.  To receive a presentation from Simon Gillings Youth and Community Gloucestershire and the young people of Kingswood  
       as part of the Wotton Youth Group 
 
      Simon and the members of the youth group gave a presentation on youth activities within Stroud. There are currently eight  
      youth forum set up to in Stroud.  Simon advised the community about the new youth project for Kingswood which is  
      scheduled to take place every other Tuesday at the Playing Field. Currently there is a youth group in Wotton and Charfield. A  
      trial day had taken place over Easter and 100 youths were spoken to. The  age range would be from 11 upward 
  

8. To receive a presentation from Marilyn Cox from  Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) on the importance of  

      Village Design Statement (VDS). 
     Marilyn explained the role of GRCC in the VDS process. She explained what should be included in the report such as defining  
     the distinctive character and emphasising  what is special and different for kingswood. She advised that the consultation  
     with the community was  important as the final report had to be based on evidence from the community.  
 

9.   To receive a report from The Chairman. 
 
A member of the electorate asked the Chairman to give information from his report and to not just ask for questions. 
 
The Chairman read the following report report  

        Chairman’s Report 
The Annual Report has been made available to all to read and will be delivered to every household. I do wish to emphasise a 

few matters this evening. 

 Speeding and pedestrian safety is always a major concern and it is for this reason that we set up Community Speed Watch. This 
scheme is up and running and the aim is for it to operate at least weekly. By monitoring the speed of the traffic and passing this 
information to the Police, enables the Police to take action against persistent offenders. This is a fantastic scheme which is 
working to make a difference and reduce the instances of speeding in the parish. If you would like to volunteer to join this team 
of volunteers please contact the Clerk. I would like to thank the volunteers for giving up their time to be involved in this project. 
 
Kingswood Parish Council took up the issue raised by the community on the speed limit on the B4058 and paid for a speed 
survey. The result of this is that Highways have agreed to submit a Traffic Regulation Order to reduce the speed limit from 
50mph to 40mph. The cost of processing this order is in the region of £6000- 8000. The parish council does not think it is right 
that Kingswood should be expected to meet the full cost of this as the B4058 is a major commuter route. The parish council has 
secured contributions from Highways and Wotton Town Council. There is however an 18 month waiting list on processing 
Traffic Regulation Orders. There will be a long wait before we see a change in the speed limit on the B4058 
 
We are delighted to report that we organised two youth events in Kingswood during the Easter holiday.  We have now joined 
with Charfield Parish Council and have arranged a further 15 weeks of youth activities on a Tuesday evening. These will take 
place on alternate weeks at Kingswood and Charfield playing Field. Please see poster for dates. We are looking forward to 
working with the young people of Kingswood over the summer. 
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The Taylor Wimpey development at Chestnut Park is coming to an end. The past year has been a difficult time with many 
highway and access problems. The parish council worked with the Police and Highways in trying to overcome the problems.  
Unfortunately we were not always successful. We are very grateful to the Police for their help on this issue. 
 
Planning issues look like they will dominate again this year. Crest Nicholson have carried out a consultation and are preparing to 
submit a planning application for 60 houses at Chestnut Park. The parish council will continue to keep you informed on this and 
to represent the views of the community on this proposal. The results of recent consultations that have taken place have been 
strongly against any future development at Chestnut Park.  
 I need to inform you that there is a current consultation on whether an Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) is required for 
this proposed development. This is not a planning application but it does form part of the planning process. Stroud District 
Council have invited you to comment on the perceived environmental impact of any development at this location. Please view 
the details here tonight and how you can comment if you wish to do so. The dead line for comment is very short. All comments 
need to be made to Stroud District Council Planning Offices by Friday 23

rd
 May. You can go online or write to the planning 

department. Details on how to do this are on the table at the back of the hall. 
 
Whilst you are here tonight please take the opportunity to review the Village Design Statement details and to comment on 
them. This is your opportunity to influence planning for your village. 
 
Thank you all for coming along tonight and for making Kingswood such a wonderful place to live. 
 

10.    To receive a brief Financial Report from the Clerk. 

          The report details are included below; 

The accounts are available for inspection with notice and by appointment with the Clerk. The books are here to night if any one 

wishes to view them. I will give you a very brief overview of the main points. 

Receipts last year were £66050 and expenditure was £45845. The parish council currently hold £75709 in the bank. 

The precept or the part of your council tax bill that relates to Kingswood has been set at £54460. This has increased from 

£53400 and is a 2% increase. Based on the Band D rate this is an increase of £2.30 over the year per household. 

This money is used for the benefit of the community of Kingswood. The parish council are being asked more and more to 

contribute for thing that would have been paid for by either the county or the district. For example the speed survey for the 

B4058 and the cost of the traffic regulation order to vary the speed limit. It is for that reason that the parish council has made a 

small increase in the precept to ensure that it can act in the best interests for the community of Kingswood. 

 A member of the electorate did not think that the accounts were correct. The Clerk asked for more detail but assured the 

person that the accounts had reconciled and were correct. The Clerk asked if the person asking the question would like to go 

through the accounts after the meeting and point out to her the area of concern. The questioner declined this offer. A 

comment was also made on the increase on the precept and the amount of reserve being carried forward. The Clerk noted the 

comments 

11.    To receive a Report from District Councillor Paul Hemming 
 
The following report was displayed at the meeting; 
The year from May 2013 saw the District Council operating under a revised Committee System having changed from the 
Cabinet Style of previous few years.  
This has not been without its problems and there are likely to be a few changes for the coming year. There has, over the past 
few months, been a working party looking at the structure and ways to improve it.  
The change had the purpose of improving visibility and involving all members on a much greater scale than had occurred under 
the previous system.  
This has not happened in all areas, whether it is due to reluctance, disinterest or officer control is difficult to establish, but 
suffice to say it will be different next year.  
Indeed there is a motion to Council this coming Thursday questioning the Labour led administration of its abilities and 
intentions.  
Following the change to self-financing for Social Housing the District Council took up its right to borrow in order to upgrade 
existing housing and to begin the building of new properties. This will get under way in earnest in the coming months.  
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The heating upgrade to existing properties is to all intents and purposes complete. The Council having been fortunate to have 
acquired a grant for £880,000 to help complete the work.  
In the great scheme of things this was a huge amount of money by some distance the lion’s share of the total available.  
One major bone of contention is the grant of £1.4m to Dursley Pool for additional and enhanced facilities. The biggest 
stumbling point being over whether this had been debated in the correct manner at committee (or at all) and such a large 
amount being dedicated to a single project. The facility is however a District Council asset and any improvement should bring a 
commensurate increase in income.  
The other large involvement issue was over the Merrywalks Car Park, which is now operated by SDC and will see some 
improvements to the building and safety issues addressed.  
There was also much publicity surrounding the ‘Farmer’s Market’ in Stroud. This all began because the lease was coming to and 
end and officers took the decision to go to tender.  
On the face of it this was a sensible decision so that the current lessee would not automatically assume continuance. In the 
event it stirred up much confrontation and ill feeling. Negotiations are ongoing with the current lease having been extended 
slightly.  
There was a Special Meeting of Council prior to last month’s full Council meeting to consider moving to 4 yearly whole Council 
Elections, which would enable the ability to retain 1,2 and 3 member wards or retaining elections by thirds. By thirds would 
entail moving to 3 member wards.  
The consultation showed 75% of respondents in favour of a move to whole council elections (of the 39 received).  
There is an estimated cost saving with the change and this was agreed by a very large majority. This decision then goes to the 
Boundary Commission enabling SDC to then consider Council structure and member numbers in its case for Council size 
beginning in May 2016.  
Once the case is submitted it will then be necessary to wait for the Boundary Commission to make its decision.  
There will also be further changes to the constitution recommended for approval at the Annual Meeting of Council in June; the 
constitution working party has been working on these for several months; and it is hoped that any realignment will lead to 
greater member participation, an improvement in planning for the future and increased transparency.  
The examination in Public of the New Local Plan submission began last month. It is difficult to guess which way the Inspector’s 
decision is likely to go at his early stage.  
What is true is that legislation is still changing by the week, sometimes more often than that.  
It is more than exceedingly difficult for Development Control to make rational, suitable and sensible decisions which accord 
generally with local wishes until a New Plan is formally adopted. Little assistance is provided by Highways or any of the Utility 
organisations who have no ability to object. Highways do not generally comment at all on small applications and when they do 
comment more often than not it is merely a desktop survey.  
I cannot say at present whether there will be a follow up to the BBC’s ‘The Planners’ and ‘Permission Impossible’. The two series 
do seem to have been very popular and I am sure that if asked SDC would take part again.  
Over the past months there has been a task and finish group looking into possibilities regarding a new waste and recycling 
strategy, this is ongoing, but the likely outcome would be designed to include more facilities but must be, at the very least, as 
good as what is currently offered.  
We do of course have elections (1/3) this week and so we await results and council make-up for the coming year with interest, 
trepidation and hope for a positive and productive result.  
 
There were no questions for Cllr Paul Hemming. 
 
12 . To receive a Report from County Councillor John Cordwell. 
 
 The following report from the County Councillor John Cordwell had been displayed at the meeting 
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Report on County Council Matters 

 to Kingswood Annual Parish Meeting 19th May 2014 
John Cordwell 

 
The most convenient point to start this report is following the May 2013 County Council 
elections. 
 

County Council Election, May 2013  
As you may recall, a Boundary Commission review led to a reduction in the number of 
county councillors from 63 to 53. This came into effect at the May 2nd elections. This 
was made without any thought to the effect on the ground. Locally it brought the area of 
the Stroud District Council Vale Ward into an extended Wotton-under-Edge electoral 
division which previously comprised of the SDC Kingswood and Wotton wards.   
 I retained my seat in this enlarged division and am now the longest-serving county 
councillor.  
 The election took the council from one in which the Conservatives had an overall 
majority to one where no party had overall control.  

Of the 53 councillors elected, just 28 had served in the previous council and 
another three had been county councillors in the past. This is a very large turnover in 
members and a lot of training was required. 

Since the election the council has been run by a minority Conservative 
administration which holds all eight seats on the Cabinet.  

 

My roles on the County Council  
Following the election, in order to track the Cabinet portfolios my position has changed 
slightly and I am Shadow Cabinet member for Fire, Planning and Infrastructure, which in 
fact includes a number of other areas. 
 I continue to be my group’s lead member on the Environment and Communities 
Scrutiny Committee (although it has increased its scope since the election), the Planning 
Committee, Traffic Regulation Order Committee and Commons and Rights of Way 
Committee. 
 Also, I continue to chair the county’s Stroud Road Safety Liaison Group. 

On outside bodies, I regained my position as the council’s representative on the 
Severn Estuary Partnership. I am now also a member of the Berkeley Site Stakeholder 
Group.  
 I remain a regionally-appointed member of South West Councils and its 
Resources and Management Committee. 
  

County Budget 2014/15  
At the County Council meeting on 26th February the council’s minority Conservative 
administration put forward a budget for £428.11M which represents a decrease in cash 
terms of £2.80 M. Broadly this was supported by the council. Council tax has been frozen 
for a fourth year, requiring a precept of £227.134M.  

Proposed amendments to the budget, mostly from the Liberal Democrat and 
Labour groups were all tabled simultaneously. The council then adjourned for discussions 
on these between the political groups. Many were agreed, some with modifications  

The agreed changes included: 
Active Together Grant: The County is now once again responsible for public health for 
which it receives a £22M Public Health Grant. The draft budget included a one-off £2.65M 
grant, that is, £50k per county councillor from this to support the prioritisation and delivery 
of sport and physical activity within their electoral divisions. This was amended to £40k per 
individual county councillor. Via its website the County Council will invite applications 
from eligible groups (not for profit organisations: parish and town councils, sports  
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13.    To receive reports from any organisation that wish to speak.  
 
Reports from many village organisations were displayed at the meeting. The Chairman asked if any organisation wished to 
present or add any details to their report. The Chairman asked if any members of the public had any questions for any of the 
organisations. 
 
A member of Kingswood Play Group thanked Kingswood Parish Council for the grant awarded to them.  
 
14.    Questions from the public on the above reports and any other matters that they wish to raise. 
 
 A member of the public brought an empty wheel chair to the meeting. He was unhappy as it is in his opinion impossible to get 
about Kingswood with a wheel chair due to the amount of parked cars on the pavements. He had counted 249 vehicles parked 
on highway.  In the new Chestnut Park development there were 13 cars parked in the shared facility, 36 on the pavement, 20 
causing an obstruction.  He added that there should be room for a wheelchair to get passed the car. Those vehicles who do park 
are not leaving sufficient room. He had counted a 120 offences of cars parking on the wrong side of the road and parking on the 
bend.  He was unhappy with the continued response that the village was not built for cars and that cars have to park 
somewhere. He commented that there are   two care homes in Kingswood and these residence are entitled to get about in 
Kingswood. He said that it was a struggle to get from the care home to the coffee shop.  He asked members of Kingswood to 
not be selfish and to not obstruct the pavement.  He also asked members of the community to remember the vulnerable look 
at the disability discrimination act and do not discriminate. 
 
Other members of the community agreed with what was said. The Chairman said they would discuss the ongoing issues in more 
detail with the Police. 
 
 
   
 End of meeting 21 .37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Parish Council Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its 
functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and 
Human Rights. 


