
Appendix 5 

Stroud District Councillor Report for Kingswood Parish 
Mark Reeves (cllr.richard.reeves@stroud.gov.uk) 

 

Introduction 

 

On 05 May 2016, I was newly elected to the post 

of Stroud District Councillor for Kingswood Ward 

taking over a role previously held by Paul 

Hemming who stood down at this election 

following many years as Councillor. 

 

Following the election, the Stroud District Council 

(SDC) Annual General Meeting was held on 19 

May 2016. This was a fairly brief meeting which 

established that new Council will continue to be 

run by an alliance of Labour, Liberal-Democrat and 

Green Councillors under the new leadership of 

Steve Lydon (Labour) with Norman Kay (Green) 

as the new Chairman. The Conservative Party 

remained the largest single group on the Council. 

 

The other key posts are: 

 Steve Lydon – Strategy and Resources 

Committee Chair 

 Simon Pickering – Environment Committee 

Chair 
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 Mattie Ross – Housing Committee Chair 

 Steve Robinson – Community Services & 

Licensing Committee Chair 

 Tom Williams – Development Control 

Commitee (DCC) Chair 

 Nigel Studdert-Kennedy - Audit & Standards 

Committee (ASC) Chair 

 

As the new SDC Councillor for Kingswood, I was 

asked to serve on the DCC and undertook the 

initial training, the first DCC meeting being on 07 

June 2016. I was also asked to work on the ASC 

with the first meeting on 05 July 2016. The first full 

working Council Meeting was on 21 July 2016. 

 

Three areas of Council business impacted on 

Kingswood over the last year: 

 Local Development and Planning Applications 

 Recycling and refuse collection 

 Budget and Council Tax 

 

 

Local Development and Planning 

 

During the previous SDC administration the 

(second) Chestnut Park Development in 



Kingswood was rejected by DCC but granted on 

appeal. Very unusually, the SDC elected to 

request a judicial challenge to the appeal however 

this was finally turned down hence the 

development returned to DCC for consideration in 

October 2016. 

 

Following robust challenges introduced by 

Kingswood Parish Council, District Councillors and 

KKAV a unanimous decision was taken to defer 

the application for one month to allow time for the 

Parish Councillors and Developers to reach 

agreement on several key areas for example, road 

safety and footpath layout (both short term during 

the development and long term), protection from 

cricketball being struck from the playing fields, 

safe access to the village hall, access for drainage 

maintenance and housing density 

Progress was made in some areas, notably the 

position of the footpath to the playing field, 

provision for play equipment, provision for cricket 

nets and access to drainage however this 

progress was not yet formally captured. Other 

areas had not progressed, such as the design of 

shared vehicle-pedestrian space and distribution 

of affordable housing. 



 

When the application was again referred to DCC in 

November 2016 however, having been to appeal 

and judicial review, the DCC decided by a majority 

vote that further debate was delaying the 

inevitable and voted to approve the application 

with conditions. 

 

Follow-on discussion centres on minimising the 

short term impact of the development on local 

residents with respect to safety, property access 

and property damage. 

 

At the SDC Environmental Committee meeting in 

February 2017 the Kingswood Neighbourhood 

Plan was presented and it was resolved to accept 

the examiners recommended modifications and 

proceed to local referendum on 04 May 17. This 

project seems now to have the end in sight and is 

a huge credit to the local team who produced it. 

Full adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan with 

provide significant weight to local views when the 

DCC considers future applications for 

development in Kingswood. 

 



Very recently, two new Wind Turbines have been 

erected on the southern edge of the ward following 

several years of discussion and final planning 

approval in mid-2016. This is a local precedent 

and bears ongoing monitoring for both planning 

compliance and operational impact. 

  

After the last DCC meeting in February 2017, the 

committee met to explore why we seem to have so 

few planning applications referred to DCC at 

the moment. We will be encouraging more local 

referrals by clarifying call-in rules. 

 

 

Recycling and Refuse disposal 

 

In July 2016 a new refuse collection agent, 

UBICO, started operations. One of the most visible 

SDC developments was November 2016 change 

in the refuse and recycling operations in order to 

increase the amount of material recycled rather 

than buried as landfill. 

 

Residents recycling collections were revised to a 

two-weekly collection of a bottles/plastics/metals 

“wheeley” bin and paper/cardboard tubs plus a 



new weekly collection of food waste in specially 

provided tubs. This has produced another 

increase in recycled materials collected with a 

rapid local adoption of the new food waste 

service. 

 

A garden waste recycling service, using another 

wheeley bin, also provides a two weekly collection 

service from February to November but this incurs 

an additional cost. 

 

Refuse collection has been moved to a two-weekly 

service using a new wheeley bin to replace the 

previous plastic bag collection. This has proved 

more of a challenge to some local residents as the 

capacity of the refuse collection has been limited 

by the new bin size and the move away from 

weekly collections. 

 

Despite some initial local problems on introduction 

the new service seems to be working, however 

your views are welcome. 

 

 

Budget and Council Tax 

 



A significant issue at the start of 2017 is the 

decision by the controlling coalition on the Council 

to spend more on public housing stock in the next 

four years, exhausting the reserve funds by 2020, 

making maximum advantage of annual council tax 

rises and using some general funds available for 

housing stock (capital) expenditure. 

 

While a desire to increase housing stock spending 

to accommodate the Stroud District waiting list is 

understandable and there were elements of the 

total budget which were laudable (eg investment in 

revenue/jobs generating business-parks and the 

canal restoration project), the Conservative 

(opposition) group voted against the overall capital 

budget on the basis that by 2020 all funding 

sources would be exhausted and the sources for 

subsequent spending is unclear. Close monitoring 

of spending is now required. 

 

For the reasons of capital expenditure 

commitments outlined above, the Conservative 

(opposition) group abstained in the vote to 

approve the budget which was however carried by 

majority. 


