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1. A donation of £500 was received during the year 1998/1999, from the South 
Gloucestershire mechanical preservation society, to be used as a contribution towards 
the church clock at St. Mary’s church Kingswood.  This money is also held in the 
National Savings Investment Account. 

 
Report from Mr David Hatton Church Warden 
 

Kingswood Parish Council 
Earmarked Funds -Donation Church Clock £500 

 
1. The above sum has been sitting in the Council’s accounts for a very long time.  It 

was donated by an organisation called, as I recall, The South Gloucestershire 
Mechanical Preservation Society - or a name very similar.  They had twice held 
open days on the village playing field and when, shortly after their second visit, 
they decided to wind up their activities, they donated the residue of their assets 
to the village as a “thank you” for our hospitality. 

 
2. My recollection is that, in their covering letter to the council, they did not specify 

how the money was to be used but mentioned that it could go towards 
something “mechanical”.  I suggested at the time that it might go towards the 
restoration of the faceless clock in St Mary’s.  However, as this was by no means 
certain to happen, the money should remain with the parish council until 
something was resolved. 

 

3. This is the way the situation has remained and there appears to be no prospect 
of the clock being restored, in any form, in the foreseeable future. 

 

4. The organ in St Mary’s was built in 1868, by the Bath organ builder William 
Sweetland, so this year marks the 150th anniversary of its construction.  Although 
it has been well maintained and tuned throughout its life, it has never had a 
complete, overhaul involving its complete dismantling and rebuilding.   As a 
result, and very importantly as it turns out, though now very worn, it is unaltered 
since the time of Sweetland. 

 

5. The Parochial Church Council has resolved to seek the necessary permission and 
to start raising money to carry out this long overdue full restoration of the organ.  
It is whilst we have been doing this that the full historical significance of this  
instrument has become apparent to us: 
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 Ian Fox, the organ advisor for the Diocese of Gloucester, referred to it as 
a “little gem of an organ” and welcomed the scheme to preserve it for 
future generations. 

 Andrew Caskie, the managing director of the organ builders Nicholsons, 
described it as “an important and historic survivor”. 

 The organ builder Ross Daly has said that “the Kingswood organ is 
testament to the excellent builder Sweetland, considered in his lifetime 
to be the finest mechanist in the country”. 

 
6. The cost of this project is likely to be in excess of £40,000.  Whilst the money 

held by the parish council is small in comparison with this sum, it does appear to 
be a project entirely in keeping with the intentions of the donors.  I would, 
therefore, ask the parish council to hand over the money to the church for this 
purpose.  (This will, of course, benefit the council by removing one persistent 
line from their accounts.) 

 
 

  David Hatton 
 Churchwarden 
 St Mary’s Parish Church, 
 Kingswood 
 
Clerks Advice 
 
Parish Councils are not allowed to make payments to the up keep of the church as per The 
Local Government Act 1894. However in this instance the money is being held in trust by the 
parish council and has been shown on the accounts since 1998/99 as earmarked. The money 
has never been public funds so the Act will not apply in this instance. 
 
David Hatton wishes the money for the repair of the organ and not the clock. I cannot find any 
papers in the filing system which state what the money was specifically donated for repair to 
the church clock. David Hatton was a councillor when the payment was made. 
 
Decision 
The parish council to decide if they are happy to release this money for the repair of the organ 
as the church clock is unlikely to ever be repaired. 


