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Purpose of this Assessment 

This assessment has been written to draw together information from previous assessments for broader 

geographic areas, available information from wildlife organisations and input from the local community and 

consultees.  Its primary purpose at the time of writing is to provide information and recommendations on 

the Landscape and Natural Environment of Kingswood Parish in support of a Village Design Statement and 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

Location 

The Parish and settlement of Kingswood are situated less than a mile south west of the Market Town of 

Wotton-under-Edge at the foot of the Cotswold escarpment as it levels out into the Severn Vale in southern 

Gloucestershire.  The adjacent Parishes which encircle Kingswood are Wotton-under-Edge, Alderley, 

Hillesley and Tresham, Hawkesbury, Wickwar, Charfield and North Nibley.  

 

Map1:  Kingswood Parish set amongst surrounding Parishes 

 Kingswood  

 Parish 
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Landscape Assessment 

Setting & Vistas 

Map 2: Topography of Kingswood Parish and surrounding area 

Kingswood Village occupies the foreground of the expansive views from the Cotswold AONB (approximately 

500m from the Parish boundary) and stretches of the Cotswold Way national walking trail, looking west 

towards the river Severn.   The high quality views from the AONB contribute to the character of Kingswood. 
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 Map 3: Kingswood Parish in relation to Cotswold AONB 

Outside the main settlement of Kingswood Village, this is a rural, agricultural, landscape of scattered 

farmsteads and occasional old Mill buildings.  Sporadic mature standard trees create distinct features in the 

landscape and within the settlement.  A few Character properties within the village provide distinctive 

points of interest which are visible from the Cotswold edge.  Due to the village’s position on the north east 

boundary of the Parish, it is necessary to extend this assessment to include the Cotswold escarpment edge 

and slopes (Wotton-under-Edge Parish) which are important aspects of Kingswood’s setting in the 

landscape.   

The backdrop of the Cotswold escarpment and its unique character at this point provides the most 

important, visually striking aspect of the landscape.  The views of the escarpment from the Parish, which 

include The Tyndale Monument at North Nibley, Jubilee Clump on Wotton Hill and far reaching views 

towards Tor Hill are very recognisable and significant and provide local residents with a unique sense of 

place and an enviable connection with the landscape in which they live.   

Cotswold AONB  

 

 Kingswood  

 Parish 

 Cotswold Way 

National Trail 
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Tyndale Monument at North Nibley, Westridge Wood and Jubilee Clump on Wotton Hill from Village Hall 

(View 2, Appendix 2) 

 

View of Wotton Hill from Village Centre (View 1, Appendix 2) 

Towards Charfield, Elbury Hill is a striking feature as it stands alone in the landscape.  From Hillesley Road 

views across the vale towards Wickwar are punctuated by farmsteads, creating features in this contrasting 

but equally valuable panorama. 
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Views to the South of the Village (View 3, Appendix 2) 

Land Use and Landscape Pattern 

The area sustains arable and pasture use with mainly medium to large scale rectilinear fields divided by 

native hedgerows and stock fencing resulting in a mix of relatively regular enclosure pattern.    A number of 

water courses transect the parish in the form of brooks and streams.  Wooded areas are scarce with some 

older standards within hedges and isolated specimens.  Willow is distinctive within the landscape in 

association with streams and as an element of hedgerows.  Watercourses within the Parish serve to 

connect springs and streams of the Cotswold escarpment with the Severn Vale into which they drain.   

The terrain varies due to its transitional nature and includes steeper slopes, gently undulating areas and 

low lying, open agricultural landscape as it approaches the Severn Vale.  The escarpment slopes supports 

permanent pasture while the Vale is predominantly arable and short –term lye.  Traditional orchards would 

have historically formed a characteristic element of the landscape but are now scarce within Kingswood 

Parish, though are still a feature of surrounding areas.  Place names such as Bramley and Russet Close 

reflect this historical land use. 
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Fields to South of the Village (View 4, Appendix 2) 

 
           Map 4: Central area of Kingswood Parish showing the distinctive Patchwork quality of the Landscape 

Kingswood 

Wickwar 

Road 

Hillesley 

Road 
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Waterways 

The waterways running through the parish and the village are linked to the mills and the woollen industry 

that the settlement of Kingswood grew up from. They are of importance to the people of Kingswood in 

relation to the part they played in the history of the village, as an aesthetic feature associated with local 

footpaths and for their 

 
Map 5: Extent and Designation of Waterways in Kingswood Parish 
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Landscape Character Type 

In 2006 Gloucestershire Landscape Character Assessment was carried out for Gloucestershire County 
Council by LDA design (LDA Design, 2006).  The purpose of this report was to ‘direct the management of 
landscape change and ensure the pattern of landscape character and local distinctiveness is celebrated, 
protected and enriched.’  While the report covers the county as a whole, it refers specifically to Kingswood 
as displaying the Landscape Character Type ‘Unwooded Vale’ and of being part of the Landscape Character 
Area ‘Kingswood and Wick Vale’.   

Further to this, the Stroud Landscape Assessment of 2000 (Stroud District Council, 2000) defines the 
landscape character type ‘Kingswood Vale’ of which Kingswood Parish occupies the majority of ‘Kingswood 
Vale South’. 

These classifications highlight the uniqueness of Kingswood Parish as showing a Landscape Character and 
Type worthy of specific note and demonstrating its distinctiveness compared with other landscapes in 
Gloucestershire. 

Colour 

The Landscape is predominantly green with light golden browns quite prominent during very dry weather 
and as crops mature. 

Built structures are mainly brick, stone and neutral coloured render with some metal agricultural buildings.  
Generally built structures are unobtrusive in the landscape palette. 

Geology 

The parish geology is typically Jurassic clays underlain with Blue and White Lias and mudstones.   The Little 

Avon River and its tributary, Ham Gulley’s Brook are noted for their drift deposits, alluvial sand, with clay 

and gravel being evident.  Ham Gulley‘s Brook is designated a Regionally Important Geological Site falling 

under the jurisdiction of Gloucestershire Geology Trust. 

Flooding 

Kingswood is at risk from flooding from two sources, from the waterways and from the ground source 

flooding in relation to the clay soil.  

The waterway management regime throughout the area up and downstream of Kingswood needs careful 

consideration as water management changes at Kilcot (upstream) and New Mills (downstream) can have a 

dramatic effect within Kingswood Parish. 

There is evidence of many springs within the Parish. Changes in the landscape result in capping of the 

springs and eventually lead to springs forming in other locations.  

The ditch system within the Parish requires regular maintenance and removal of undergrowth. This is to 

ensure that there is the capacity within the ditch system to accommodate the water that will be standing 

for most of the winter. Once the ditches get full to beyond capacity flooding of the surrounding area 

occurs.  
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Map 6: The Extent of Flood Zones in Kingswood Parish 

Settlements 

The main settlement of Kingswood, to the east of the parish, is a village of approximately 500 houses.  In 
addition there are scattered and clustered homes, smallholdings and farmsteads throughout the Parish 
which are remote from the village.   

Houses typically peter out along the four roads leading out of the village, defining the character of the 
village boundaries.  This organic and traditional boundary form sits harmoniously in the rural landscape.   
Large Buildings such as KLB School and new housing which has been constructed in blocks break from this 
traditional layout and create highly visible and uncharacteristic features in the rural landscape. 

Older properties are of Cotswold Stone or brick commensurate with the position of the village at the foot of 
the Cotswold escarpment and the building materials available locally, with examples of vernacular 
architecture. 
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Cotswold stone and brick cottages in Kingswood 

More detailed information regarding the settlements within Kingswood Parish can be found in the Village 
Design Statement (KVDSWP, 2014). Further detailed information regarding the conservation area can be 
found in the Kingswood Conservation Area Statement (KVDSWP, 2014) 

Access 

Kingswood is served by a simple network of roads and lanes radiating from the village centre and linking it 
to settlements beyond the Parish boundary at Wotton-under-Edge, Charfield, Wickwar and Hillesley.  

The countryside within the Parish is accessible via a network of public footpaths connecting it to 
surrounding landscapes, settlements and the Cotswold way.  The extent of footpaths serving the parish is 
excellent providing 18 miles of paths (Parish Paths Partnership/Gloucestershire County Surveyors Council, 
1998), although in some areas routes are not clearly defined and stiles have become overgrown.  This 
amenity allows residents to readily access the characteristic rural landscapes of the Parish, to enjoy the 
charming and varied views and feel close to nature. 

Biodiversity 

Kingswood supports an assemblage of wildlife typical of its rural nature and geographical position including 

species that are legally protected or recognised as being of conservation importance (See Appendix 1).  A 

report titled The State of the Natural Environment (Gloucestershire Environment Partnership, 2011), 

mentions the re-introduced Red Kite, and also Otter, which have ‘made a remarkable recovery during the 

past 15 years, from being virtually absent from the county to now being present on practically every river 

catchment’.  Both these species have been recorded in Kingswood in recent years (See Appendix 1). 

Of particular importance are the habitats associated with the brooks and streams that traverse the Parish 

with an established Water Vole population (Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, 2014a), however high value 

wildlife habitats within the parish more generally are limited and declining.   
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Habitats within Kingswood Parish 

 

 

Threatened Habitats and Habitats of Conservation Importance 

Key Wildlife Site (KWS) 

In Gloucestershire there are approximately 800 Key Wildlife sites.  Sites are selected by a panel of experts 

following a process of survey and evaluation, using defined criteria to assess conservation interest.  As 

these sites are not protected legally their only protection is through planning policy.  These sites act as 

‘stepping stones’ to complement and link nationally and internationally designated sites (such as Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)) (GCER, 2010). 

 

Map of Gloucestershire showing the extent of Key Wildlife sites (Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, 2014) 

Wildlife Trust Nature Reserves 

Wildlife Trust Nature Reserves protect rare and threatened species and habitats and are a gateway for 

people to experience the natural world. 

Priority Habitats 

Priority habitats are those which have been identified as most threatened and requiring conservation 

(JNCC, 2014). 

Biodiversity 2020, published in 2011, outlines a strategy of how England will conserve and enhance 

biodiversity.  The priority habitats are those listed on the English List (Section 41 of the Natural 

Environment & Rural Communities Act).  In 2008 the now defunct Gloucestershire Biodiversity 

Partnership identified 26 Priority Habitats and 10 Local Priority Habitats in the County. 

Kingswood 

Parish 
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Strategic Nature Areas (SNA) 

Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership, whose establishment was formally recognised by the 

Government in 2012, to take the lead on biodiversity in the county and is made up of local authorities and 

local conservation and environmental records organisations, states: 

‘We are now moving towards a more integrated landscape-scale approach to biodiversity conservation 

with the aim of recovering habitats and species as well as the ecosystems and services that they 

underpin.’ 

 

 Map of Gloucestershire showing Strategic Nature Areas (Gloucestershire LNP, 2014) 

Kingswood 

Parish 
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Map 7, Important Natural Environment Areas of Kingswood 

GCER Key Wildlife Site - Nind Nature Reserve 

Nind provides a haven for wildlife in the form of a Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Wetland Nature Reserve, a 

section of Ozleworth Brook and 1.2 hectares of wet woodland habitat, which are together designated as a 

Key Wildlife Site (KWS).  The Nature Reserve, which was originally a trout farm and is interconnected to 

local brooks, now supports a Water Vole population and Otter are known to use the site periodically.  It is a 

tranquil and natural escape from the pressures of the modern world and a valuable recreational and 

educational resource.  The habitat attracts a range of bird species including heron, kingfisher and dipper as 

well as providing an environment for native wetland plants, amphibians and dragonflies to thrive.  The 

reserve and brooks fall under the Berkeley Vale Water Vole Recovery Project which has enhanced habitats 

to improve suitability for Water Voles (Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, 2014b). 

GCER Unconfirmed Key 

Wildlife Site - New Mills 

GCER Key Wildlife 

Site & GWT Nature 

Reserve - Nind 

Little Avon  

River 

Ozleworth Brook 
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Water Vole and Habitat at Nind Nature Reserve 

New Mills – Unconfirmed Wildlife Site 

An unconfirmed wildlife site is one that has been put forward as being of wildlife importance but which has 

not yet been comprehensively surveyed (Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 2014b).  The habitat around the 

New Mills area includes river, stream and ditch habitats all of which are Priority Habitats for 

Gloucestershire and have good connectivity with the network of streams in the area.  

Priority Habitats in Kingswood Parish 

The following Priority Habitats found in Gloucestershire (Gloucestershire LNP, 2008) and are present in 

Kingswood Parish.   

 Arable field margin – throughout Parish, for example to the south east of Walkmill Lane 

 Hedgerow – throughout Parish 

 Traditional Orchards – isolated, small remnant tree groups – see Map 8 below 

 Wet Woodland – Nind KWS 

 Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland – isolated pockets towards west and south of Parish – see 

Map 8 below 

 Ponds – Associated with residential gardens and within agricultural land 

 Rivers – Little Avon River 

The following local priority habitats are listed on the Gloucestershire Priority habitats list and are present in 

Kingswood Parish. 

 Road verge – Roads leading out of village and lanes smaller lanes throughout Parish 

 Scrub 

 Veteran Trees – although there are no registered veteran trees in the Parish at this time, there are 

specimens that should be put forward for consideration - Oak tree adjacent to playing fields, Yew 

Trees in Church Yard, Chestnut Tree originally part of Chestnut Park Farm. 

 Ditches – New Mills  

 Streams –  Ham’s Gully Brook, Ozleworth Brook 

 Gardens and Allotments – Gardens associated with most residential properties, allotments in 

progress as part of the existing Section 106 agreements for New Chestnut Park Development. 

 Green infrastructure –Chipping, Playing Fields, Graveyard. 
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Different habitats have different management requirements to maintain them and encourage wildlife.  Site 

specific Management Plans can be commissioned to meet the particular conservation goals for a given site 

and organisations such as Natural England and the RSPB produce guidance for landowners on management 

of a range of particular natural habitat types (Natural England, 2014, RSPB, 2014).  Some general 

management advice is being collated in a Kingswood Parish Council Guide, Habitat Management for 

Wildlife, which will be made available to landowners shortly. 

Summary of Priority Habitats Present 

Arable Field Margin 

Although the majority of agriculture in the village is improved grassland for cattle, a proportion is farmed 

for crop production and therefore supports field margins that are not grazed and allow greater diversity of 

plants to establish along field boundaries. 

Hedgerows 

Native hedgerow is the main field boundary within the Parish and the quality of hedgerow varies with some 

showing high species diversity while other stretches are species poor.  While all hedgerows provide shelter 

and commuting routes for wildlife, species rich hedgerows composed of a variety of hedgerow plants will 

provide food and habitat for a greater range of animal species. 

Traditional Orchard 

Four small, isolated orchards are recorded and are marked on Figure 15.  These contain small numbers of 

remnant trees occupying scattered positions in what would have been a traditional grid layout.   

See Maps 12 and 13 for aerial images of one of the four remnant orchards. 

Traditional orchards which include old trees and standing deadwood provide habitat and food for species 

such as Noble Chafer and Fieldfare. 

 

Noble Chafer and Fieldfare 
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Woodland 

Woodland habitat is limited to a few localised pockets within the Parish.  Immediately to the South of the 

Parish is Lower Woods Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), the largest semi-natural woodland in Avon 

with associated areas of mesotrophic grassland and scrub.  Other than the woodland along the southern 

border of the Parish, there is no discernable woodland habitat connectivity with surrounding woodland 

habitats.  Map 8 shows the distribution of woodland and orchard habitat identified on the government web 

resource MAGIC within Kingswood Parish and the surrounding area.   

 

Map 8: Traditional Orchard and Woodland Areas in Kingswood Parish 
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The Key Wildlife Site at Nind also supports 1.2 hectares of wet woodland. 

 

Wet Woodland at Nind Nature Reserve with Meadow Sweet in the foreground 

Water courses/water bodies 

The Parish supports a number of water courses in the form of brooks and streams.  These provide tangible 

wildlife corridors and important habitat for riverine species.  Ponds, including garden ponds, provide 

breeding habitat for the protected Great Crested Newts, which have been recorded at the retained pond 

South of Tyndale View and west of Chestnut Park. Mill ponds are characteristic of the area, for example the 

mill pond at New Mills. 

The Water Framework Directive aims to prevent deterioration in the status of aquatic ecosystems, protect 

them and improve the ecological conditions of waters.  In 2014 Ozleworth brook has an ecological status of 

‘Moderate’ while the stretch of the Little Avon that runs along the south and east of the Parish has a status 

of ‘Poor’.  Efforts are being made to improve both stretches of waterway to a Status of ‘Good’ by 2027. 
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       Ozleworth Brook 
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Ditches 

Drainage ditches are a feature of Kingswood Vale in association with field/property boundaries.  Many 

ditches have not been recently maintained resulting in them becoming dry and silted up.  Ditches provide 

habitat connectivity and manage water levels to prevent flooding of adjacent habitats in a managed 

agricultural landscape. 

Verges and Scrub 

Areas that might be seen as waste ground supporting weeds can provide very rich habitat for a range of 

species such as reptiles and orchids.  Dense scrub provides cover for bird and mammal species and is often 

composed of fruiting plants. 

Mature and Veteran Trees 

Trees with veteran characteristics such as standing deadwood, holes and large mature specimens are 

important in supporting a great diversity of species from birds and bats to invertebrates and fungi.   No 

comprehensive Veteran Tree assessment has been carried out at the time of this report and therefore no 

trees can be positively identified as Veteran, however local residents have identified trees worthy of further 

assessment which display veteran characteristics.  There are many prominent large tree specimens in 

hedgerows throughout the Parish including Oak, an important species for biodiversity (Ellen Winter, 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust).  Additionally there are mature trees such as the Yew trees in St Mary’s 

church yard, Cedars on the Renishaw land at New Mills and the Chestnut tree on Chestnut Park that have 

cultural significance in addition to any biodiversity value. 

 

Oak Tree next to Kingswood Village Hall playing fields 
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Multi-trunk Yew Tree at St Mary’s 

Green Infrastructure 

As well as the rural environment, Green Infrastructure also includes the natural and manmade open spaces 

that exist within a predominantly built up environment.  Within Kingswood this includes the playing fields, 

the chipping, graveyard, watercourses running through the village and private gardens. Green 

infrastructure provides connectivity for wildlife and a range of habitat quality.  Provision of a small number 

of allotments has been secured through planning.  The extent of this valuable resource, both for wildlife 

and people does not meet the demand within the community even before it is fully established. 

The Parish Council manages a number of natural and amenity areas in the village and is due to adopt 

others.  These include a mitigation area associated with the Great Crested Newt pond and remaining 

orchard strip on Tyndale View/Chestnut Park.  The Parish Council seeks to manage these areas sensitively 

for wildlife in accordance with management plans and guidance from organisations including Natural 

England and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.  Where management plans do not exist, general principles to 

protect and promote wildlife will be adopted in line with the leaflet Habitat Management for Wildlife, 2014. 

Localised Habitat detail 

A Phase I ecological survey for a single location in the south of the Parish identified the following habitats, 

demonstrating that localised areas do display a diverse habitat mosaic. 

 Improved Grassland 

 Semi-improved grassland 

 Broad leaved semi-natural woodland 

 Broad leaved plantation 
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 Dense scrub/ruderals 

 Standing water 

 Species rich hedgerow 

 Species poor hedgerow 

 Dry ditch  

Habitat Fragmentation and Connectivity 

The lack of features in Kingswood Parish on the map of the wider area show how little recorded priority 

habitat exists here now.  This increases the value of the rare pockets of habitat that remain.  As high quality 

priority habitats decline, species which rely upon them become isolated and their numbers dwindle until 

viable breeding populations are no longer present.  

Map 9: Priority Habitat Fragmentation in Kingswood Parish and across neighbouring Parishes in 

Gloucestershire 

There is a strategic framework for green infrastructure across Gloucestershire which seeks to create, 
enhance and join up natural spaces through engaging as widely as possible with those involved in land use 
change and management.  One of the principles that underpins the framework is: 

“Ensure that there is functional and well-connected strategic green infrastructure across the county.  Gaps 
or missing links in Gloucestershire’s strategic green infrastructure on the ground, should be addressed.” 

It should be noted that Kingswood Parish is close to a number of SSSI’s and that decisions regarding future 

land use have the opportunity to enhance connectivity for wildlife and also the risk of negatively impacting 

neighbouring designated sites. 

Kingswood Parish 
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Map 10: showing SSSI’s close to Kingswood Parish and SSSI Impact Risk Zones for use by Planning 

Authorities to assess applications for likely impacts to SSSI’s 

Species recorded in the Parish 

 

 

Rare and protected species  

Legislation and criteria published by organisations such as the RSPB, and based upon the conservation 

status of plants and animals, demonstrates the need to protect wildlife that is rare or significantly 

declining.   

 

A representative sample of species and the locations in which they have been recorded are detailed on the 

Map 11 which follows while further details can be found in Appendix 1.  The map has been developed from 

a version used as part of community consultation and engagement at the Parish AGM on 10th March 2014.  

This served to encourage participation in recording of wildlife sightings and inform local residents about the 

wildlife on their doorstep. 

By putting measures in place to conserve rare and protected species more common species will also 

benefit.  Species characteristic of the English Countryside are an intrinsic, invaluable and often irreplaceable 

element of the natural environment.  Older residents recall the comparative abundance of local wildlife 

Kingswood Parish 
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they observed as children when less intensive farming techniques were employed.  This is corroborated in 

‘The State of the Natural Environment’, a report commissioned in 2011 covering Gloucestershire,  which 

suggests that the decline in species and habitats in their specimen survey areas is repeated throughout the 

county.   

Sparrows are an example of a species in decline that is thriving in Kingswood.  Due to the Sparrow being a 

common garden bird, many people are not aware that its population in rural areas has almost halved since 

the 1970’s (RSPB) and that it is a red listed bird species due to its decline.  On a recent visit Ellen Winter of 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust felt the abundant Sparrow population at Squaws Lake was worthy of note. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Bats – European Protected 

Species 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Vole – Part of the 
Berkeley Vale Water Vole 

Recovery Project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Otter – All but absent from 

Gloucestershire in 1996 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Woodpecker – 
An Amber List Bird Species 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Kite - a recent 
re-introduction 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bluebell – protected under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 

 
 
 
 
 

House Sparrow – 
A Red List Bird Species 

Hedgehog – A Priority 
Species 

Smooth Newt – recorded in 
a recent village initiative 

Slow Worm – recorded in a 
recent village initiative 

 

 

Map 11 Showing Locations of Rare and Protected Species recordings.   

Species on this map have been included for the reasons stated against each with the arrow indicating the location of a 
recorded sighting.   In each case the species is rare or protected. Further details are available in Appendix 1. 
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Value of Natural Environment to People 

Wildlife is enjoyed and valued by the local community; recently residents have been sharing their wildlife 

sightings, a wildlife recording workshop has been delivered by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and a local 

professional photographer is running workshops to capture images of Water Vole at Nind 

A local feature of note is an oak plantation created in memory of a local resident.   Oak is a very important 

species for wildlife supporting a high diversity of wildlife.  It is slow growing and a sought after building 

material so replanting schemes are a valuable contribution to the environment.  The wood has personal 

and now also cultural significance due to the fact the trees have been planted to leave a heart shaped 

clearing pointing towards the birthplace of the lady for whom they were planted.  Having grown, the 

feature is now highly visible in the landscape from above as recognised by a hot air balloonist and now 

available to view through internet satellite mapping. 

 

Planted Oak Woodland in the South West of the Parish 

Generations of Kingswood residents have taken their children to feed the ducks where a footbridge crosses 

the Ozleworth brook within the village and enjoyed walks along the Ash Path, the historical route taken by 

mill workers each day.  These simple activities surround familiar, distinct locations with far reaching views 

which people are very fond of and want to preserve as characteristic of Kingswood and things they would 
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want future generations to enjoy. In the 2010 Parish Plan (Table 11) 52% of residents mention the 

importance of the Ash Path (Kingswood Village Design Statement Supplementary Information). 

The Ash Path makes the countryside very accessible having a sound and well maintained surface and 

allowing people to enjoy a tranquil and natural environment very close to the village centre. 

 

Ozleworth Brook, next to the Ash Path 
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Rural Views from the Ash Path (View 5, Appendix2) 

 

Rural View from the Ash Path (View 6, Appendix 2) 
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Mallard ducks which are often seen on the Chipping in the village centre, with local residents providing a 

source of water and food, represent the affection people have for wildlife and the fact that they do not 

measure a species by its ecological value but by other factors such as its familiarity, natural curiosity with 

the natural world or beauty of a flower or butterfly.   

With the pressures of modern life and our increasingly busy schedules it is acknowledged that time spent in 

semi-natural environments has a positive effect on our wellbeing.  Kingswood is a popular place to live, 

with new residents citing the countryside as a primary reason for their choice of location.  While improved 

agricultural land is not of particularly high value as a wildlife habitat, it does constitute rural green space, 

and is therefore highly valued as a characteristics and aesthetic landscape by the community.   

Particular important and characteristic habitats such as the Willow lined brooks and the remaining remnant 

orchards within the Parish have an agricultural context.  Development would have a radical impact on the 

distinctiveness of these micro-landscapes, diminishing their value to people and reducing connectivity for 

wildlife. 

Natural England has undertaken an assessment of the threats to England’s landscapes. It states on its 

website that:  

“Over the last century we have experienced:  

 A gradual erosion of local distinctiveness in some areas, through a process of standardisation and 

simplification of some of the components that make up landscape character.  

 A loss of some natural and semi-natural features and habitats…  

 A decline in some traditional agricultural landscape features such as farm ponds and hedgerows…” 
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Map 12: Fields off Charfield Road and Chestnut Park prior to development (circa 2000) showing one of 4 

areas of Traditional Orchard left in the Parish 

 

Map 13: Fields off Charfield Road and Chestnut Park between building of Tyndale View and the new 

extension to Chestnut Park (Circa 2012) showing the change to one of four areas of Traditional Orchard left 

in the Parish. 
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Gloucestershire LNP, responsible for biodiversity initiatives in the county recognises the importance of 

wildlife and the natural environment to people and communities in its mission statement: 

"To improve the prospects for Gloucestershire's natural environment while demonstrating its vital role in our 

health & well-being, its significant contribution to a thriving economy and to a better quality of life for all". 
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Recommendations 

The following recommendations serve to suggest ways in which the uniqueness and valued aspects of 

Kingswood’s Natural Environment can be conserved and enhanced for current and future generations. 

1. Future development should be controlled to conserve the area’s rural character.  In order to 
maintain the rural and agricultural character of the area further development should be small in 
scale, gradual both in timescale and density and in character with the characteristic setting. The 
large and modern structure of KLB School demonstrates how significantly development can affect 
the landscape character of the area.   

2. The high quality views from the AONB should be conserved.  Any further development should 
encompass sympathetic landscaping to mitigate the visual impact to views from the Cotswold 
AONB and blend with the existing settlement and landscape. 

3. Development should avoid areas that would impair views out of the village into the wider 
landscape which provides its unique setting.  In particular views from the village centre to the 
escarpment should be maintained as should views from Hillesley Road to the south which are 
highly visible when passing through the village.    

4. Sympathetic conversion of farm and other buildings should be encouraged both to maintain focal 
points in the landscape and to preserve historical properties. 

5. To maintain the patchwork quality of the landscape hedgerows and field boundaries should be 
maintained and agriculture of the current scale and type continued. 

6. Distinct and diverse landscape features such as streams, wetlands and wooded areas should be 
conserved and maintained or enhanced.   

7. Opportunities should be sought to create new areas of Priority Habitat and improve green 
infrastructure functional connectivity across Gloucestershire. 

8. Where opportunities arise, creation of new orchards should be encouraged to re-establish this 
regionally characteristic feature. 

9. The agricultural environment creates opportunities for working practices that will preserve the 
existing biodiversity of the Parish such as the maintenance of native hedgerow, managing field 
margins for wildlife, planting woodland and traditional orchard.  These green corridors can provide 
animals with the means to move around in search of food and shelter and establish viable breeding 
populations. 

10. Any developments should facilitate wildlife movement and must not further fragment or isolate 
habitats or species populations.   The density of the built environment and urbanisation should be 
limited in order to maintain the rural nature of the area and its connectivity for wildlife. 

11. Gardens and green infrastructure can play a role in supporting wildlife in association with built 
environments and should be incorporated wherever possible.  Wildlife features such as native 
fruiting species in planting schemes, nectar rich plants, ponds, bird feeding stations and bat boxes 
can provide food and habitat opportunities while landscaping can provide connectivity for wildlife 
with the wider landscape. 
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Appendix 1 - Wildlife Records 



Rare and protected species recorded on the GCER database for Kingswood Parish, March 2014

Type Scientific name English name Status

terrestrial mammal Arvicola amphibius European Water Vole

UK Priority Species 2007, England NERC S.41, WACA-

Sch5_sect9.1(kill/injuring), WACA-Sch5_sect9.1(taking), WACA-Sch5_sect9.2, 

WACA-Sch5_sect9.4a, WACA-Sch5_sect9.4b, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-

terrestrial mammal Chiroptera Bats HabDir-A4

bird Carduelis spinus Eurasian Siskin Bern-A2

bird Carduelis cabaret Lesser Redpoll UK Priority Species 2007, Bird-Red, England NERC S.41

terrestrial mammal Meles meles Eurasian Badger Bern-A3, Protection of Badgers Act (1992)

bird Anas platyrhynchos Mallard Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A2.1

bird Vanellus vanellus Northern Lapwing UK Priority Species 2007, Bird-Red, BirdsDir-A2.2, England NERC S.41

insect - true fly (Diptera) Rhingia rostrata a true fly RedList_Vulnerable

amphibian Triturus cristatus Great Crested Newt

UK Priority Species 2007, Bern-A2, England NERC S.41, HabDir-A2*, HabDir-A4, 

HabReg-Sch2, WACA-Sch5_sect9.4b, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-

bony fish (Actinopterygii) Cottus gobio Bullhead HabDir-A2*

flowering plant Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell WACA-Sch8

bird Cyanistes caeruleus Blue Tit Bern-A2

bird Carduelis carduelis European Goldfinch Bern-A2

bird Parus major Great Tit Bern-A2

bird Prunella modularis Hedge Accentor Bern-A2, Bird-Amber

bird Troglodytes troglodytes Winter Wren Bern-A2

terrestrial mammal Lutra lutra European Otter

UK Priority Species 2007, Bern-A2, England NERC S.41, HabDir-A2*, HabDir-A4, 

HabReg-Sch2, RedList_Global_Near Threatened, WACA-Sch5_sect9.4b, WACA-

Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5b, WACA-Sch5Sect9.4c

bird Tyto alba Barn Owl Bern-A2, Bird-Amber, WACA-Sch1_part1

insect - moth Chiasmia clathrata Latticed Heath UK Priority Species, England NERC S.41

insect - butterfly Limenitis camilla White Admiral UK Priority Species 2007, England NERC S.41, Vulnerable

insect - true fly (Diptera) Volucella inflata a true fly Notable

amphibian Bufo bufo Common Toad WACA-Sch5_sect9.5b

amphibian Lissotriton vulgaris Smooth Newt Bern-A3, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5b

jawless fish (Agnatha) Lampetra planeri Brook Lamprey Bern-A3, HabDir-A2*

bird Alcedo atthis Common Kingfisher Bern-A2, Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A1, WACA-Sch1_part1

amphibian Rana temporaria Common Frog Bern-A3, HabDir-A5, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5b

bird Erithacus rubecula Robin Bern-A2

bird Passer domesticus House Sparrow UK Priority Species 2007, Bird-Red, England NERC S.41
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Rare and protected species recorded on the GCER database for Kingswood Parish, March 2014

bird Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch Bird-Amber

bird Sturnus vulgaris Starling Bird-Red, BirdsDir-A2.2

bird Turdus merula Blackbird Bern-A2

bird Turdus philomelos Song Thrush Bird-Red, BirdsDir-A2.2

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Dytiscus marginalis Great Diving Beetle

bird Certhia familiaris Treecreeper Bern-A2

insect - moth Lycia hirtaria Brindled Beauty UK Priority Species 2007, England NERC S.41

insect - moth Acronicta psi Grey Dagger UK Priority Species 2007, England NERC S.41

bird Athene noctua Little Owl Bern-A2

bird Larus canus Mew Gull Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A2.2

bird Cinclus cinclus White-throated Dipper Bern-A2

reptile Natrix natrix Grass Snake

UK Priority Species 2007, Bern-A3, England NERC S.41, WACA-

Sch5_sect9.1(kill/injuring), WACA-Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5b

bird Aythya fuligula Tufted Duck Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A2.1

terrestrial mammal Lepus europaeus Brown Hare UK Priority Species 2007, England NERC S.41

bird Gallinago gallinago Common Snipe Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A2.1

bird Egretta garzetta Little Egret Bern-A2, Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A1

bird Emberiza schoeniclus Reed Bunting UK Priority Species 2007, Bern-A2, Bird-Amber, England NERC S.41

terrestrial mammal Erinaceus europaeus West European Hedgehog UK Priority Species 2007, Bern-A3, England NERC S.41

bird Turdus iliacus Redwing Bird-Red, BirdsDir-A2.2, WACA-Sch1_part1

bird Milvus milvus Red Kite Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A1, RedList_Near Threatened, WACA-Sch1_part1

bird Chroicocephalus ridibundus Black-headed Gull Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A2.2

bird Carduelis cannabina Common Linnet Bern-A2, Bird-Red

bird Turdus pilaris Fieldfare Bird-Red, BirdsDir-A2.2, WACA-Sch1_part1

bird Dendrocopos major Great Spotted Woodpecker Bern-A2

bird Picus viridis Green Woodpecker Bern-A2, Bird-Amber

bird Turdus viscivorus Mistle Thrush Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A2.2

bird Sitta europaea Wood Nuthatch Bern-A2

bird Regulus ignicapilla Firecrest Bern-A2, Bird-Amber, WACA-Sch1_part1

bird Passer montanus Eurasian Tree Sparrow UK Priority Species 2007, Bird-Red, England NERC S.41

bird Hirundo rustica Barn Swallow Bern-A2, Bird-Amber

bird Periparus ater Coal Tit Bern-A2

bird Carduelis chloris European Greenfinch Bern-A2
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Rare and protected species recorded on the GCER database for Kingswood Parish, March 2014

bird Columba oenas Stock Pigeon Bird-Amber, BirdsDir-A2.2

bird Phylloscopus trochilus Willow Warbler Bird-Amber

insect - butterfly Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath UK Priority Species 2007, England NERC S.41, Near Threatened

bird Strix aluco Tawny Owl Bern-A2

flowering plant Fritillaria meleagris Fritillary Nationally Scarce

insect - butterfly Satyrium w-album White Letter Hairstreak

UK Priority Species 2007, England NERC S.41, Endangered, WACA-

Sch5_sect9.5a, WACA-Sch5_sect9.5b

bird Delichon urbicum House Martin Bern-A2, Bird-Amber

bird Muscicapa striata Spotted Flycatcher UK Priority Species 2007, Bern-A2, Bird-Red, England NERC S.41

bird Regulus regulus Goldcrest Bern-A2

bird Poecile palustris Marsh Tit Bern-A2, Bird-Red

bird Motacilla alba subsp. yarrellii Pied Wagtail Bern-A2

bird Fringilla montifringilla Brambling WACA-Sch1_part1

bird Bombycilla garrulus Bohemian Waxwing Bern-A2

bird Falco tinnunculus Common Kestrel Bern-A2, Bird-Amber

bird Dendrocopos minor Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Bern-A2, Bird-Red
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Wildlife reported by Kingswood Residents during Community Engagement for VDS, 2013-2014

Birds Amphibians & Reptiles

Barn Owl Common Frog

Blackbird Common Lizard

Blue Tit Slow Worm

Bullfinch Toad

Buzzard

Collard Dove Butterflies

Coot

Crow Brimstone

Dunnock Cabbage White

Feral Pigeon Gatekeeper

Fieldfare Peacock

Goldfinch Red Admiral

Great Spotted Woodpecker Speckled Wood

Great tit

Green Woodpecker Other Invertebrates

Greenfinch

House Sparrow Bumblebee 

Jackdaw Great Diving Beetle

Kestrel Ladybird

Linnet May Fly

Little Owl Pond Skater

Long tailed tit Water Boatman

Mallard 

Mapie Mammals

Meadow Pipet

Pheasant Badger

Robin Bats 

Sparrowhawk Fox

Starling Grey Squirrel

Tawny Owl Hare

Thrush Hedgehog

Tree creeper Muntjac Deer

Wood Pigeon Roe Deer

Woodcock Water Vole

Wren
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Appendix 2 - Maps Indicating Some 

Important Views from Kingswood Village 

and The Ash Path 

 

 



Maps Showing Some Important Views to be conserved from Public Areas of Kingswood Village and 

The Ash Path to surrounding Landscape 

 

1 – Location of Wotton Hill         2 – Location of Tyndale Monument             3 – Location of Kingswood 

 

Views from Kingswood to surrounding Area with reference to the Photographs within this 

document.     

1 indicates the location of the Village Centre. 
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