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Kingswood Neighbourhood Plan
New Rose Cottage
Chapel Lane
Hillesley
GL12 7RQ

01453 844659
Kingswood.parish@btconnect.com

Kingswood Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

Minutes of the meeting held Wednesday 26th August 2015 at 7pm at Renishaw New Mills

Members: Alan Hooper, Paul Hemming, Toby Phillips, Chris Pockett, Sue Evans and Mary
Leonard and Marie Weeks

Consultants: Jon Harris Ethical Solutions and Chris Bowden Navigus Planning

Visitors: Martin Hutchings Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) and Ricardo
Rios Stroud District Council Neighbourhood Planning Officer (SDCNPO)

Present: Alan Hooper, Paul Hemming, Sue Evans, Toby Phillips, Chris Pockett Renishaw and
Mary Leonard.
Consultants: Chris Bowden participating via a conference call.

60. To note apologies
Marie Weeks, Jon Harris Ethical Solutions and Molly Gallagher Ethical Solutions were unable
to attend this meeting and sent there apologies.

61. To agree the minutes of the previous meetings

The group reviewed the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th August 2015. All agreed
that they were an accurate representation of the meeting.

62. To discuss the most appropriate housing Strategy for inclusion in the Kingswood NDP
and agree an outline draft strategy

Martin Hutchings from GRCC briefed the group on key headlines from the Kingswood
Housing Needs Assessment 2015. He confirmed that he had made some amendments and
he would send out an updated report.
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Martin Hitchings advised that the survey has confirmed a need for 13 affordable homes for
Kingswood. He advised that this was a low figure for the size of the parish however he
advised that Kingswood already has a total of 50 affordable houses which is a high amount
for a rural parish of the size of Kingswood.

Chris Pockett from Renishaw confirmed that the Renishaw surveys will go out during w/c
31/08/2015.

Martin Hutchings advised that rural exception sites are agreed for affordable housing only
and driven by an evidence of need. A rural exception site could be made up of market
housing and affordable housing. Every market house would need to be justified and no
scheme would be allowed with more than a 50% split.

Ricardo Rios Stroud District Council Neighbourhood Planning Officer (SDCNPO) commented
that he had briefly reviewed the outline draft housing policy produce for the Kingswood
Neighbourhood Development Plan (KNDP). He stated he was happy with the direction of the
policy and the evidence provided to support the policy. He agreed that the option of seeking
to provide affordable housing through a rural exception site was a viable option.

Chris Bowden from Navigus Planning commented that the group may wish to consider the
advice from Planning Advisory Service. They have issued an advice note on carrying out an
Independent Housing Needs Assessment for Neighbourhood Planning.  He was concerned as
the KNDP would need to show that the KNDP group had considered how they would take
forward positive housing growth based on the figure of 13 affordable houses being
required. The assessment would give robust evidence to support our chosen policy.
However the completion of such an assessment would take some time and not fit in with
the timetable of getting to an August referendum.

Ricardo Rios commented that SDC had not issued the Planning Advisory Service note on this
topic to parish council’s as they were considering their advice on this option. He advised
that SDC had already carried out and objective assessment for housing need for the district.
Therefore if the group were using this evidence then this assessment had already taken
place. Chris Bowden agreed that this was the case and would be sufficient as long as the
Local Plan was adopted. Mary Leonard expressed concerns based on South Gloucestershire
who had an adopted Local Plan and a 5 year housing supply but 18 months down the line
the 5 year housing supply had been challenged. Ricardo confirmed that SDC had a 7 year
housing supply. Chris agreed that this was a substantial number and should not put SDC in a
similar position of challenge from developer. He also stated that there was no right or
wrong approach to this but a matter of choice. The group discussed this at some length and
decided that at this stage they would not carry out this assessment. However KNDP group
would consider this in 5 years’ time when the housing policy was reviewed. Alan Hooper
summarised the discussion and confirmed that the group were all in agreement to go
forward with the housing policy as outlined in the draft. The housing policy to be reviewed
in 5 years and the Housing Needs Assessment to be considered at this stage.
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63. To discuss the issues surrounding the referendum dates set by SDC for NDP.

Ricardo Rios discussed the system of referendum and the dates that will be in place for NDP.
SDC are required to carry out referendum when it is “reasonably practicable.” He advised
that discussions had taken place with the Electoral Services Team and the Planning Team
and two dates had been put forward. January/February and July/August for Referendum.
These are approximately 6 months apart. The NDP has to go before the Environment
Committee and full council for adoption before the referendum. He is concerned by the long
time period between submission and the February 2016 referendum but is unable to
influence this decision any further. He has agreed to accept the Kingswood NDP on 11th

December as this will effect his time and is in his control. If the group miss this deadline he
will still progress the plan but there will be no guarantees that it will make the August
referendum date. If we miss the deadline the NDP would still have weight but would not be
adopted. Mary Leonard was concerned that the delay would cause the plan to lose
relevance and would be more difficult to get people out to vote after 12 months had
elapsed. Chris Bowden was concerned about a referendum being held in August during a
key holiday time.  He asked if a postal vote could take place Ricard Rios has said he would
enquire about this.

The KNDP team discussed this issue and thanked Ricardo Rios for the two week extension
and agreed that they would continue to work to this deadline and get the plan to Ricardo
Rios by 11th December 2015.

59. To review the Action List

The group reviewed the Action Plan and amended the dates. A new Action Plan to be
issued. The dates for completion of the work on sections of the NDP to remain the same.

Alan Hooper asked what material would need to be produced for Showday. Mary Leonard
advised she had not yet considered this in any detail and would have to confirm via email.
Alan Hooper was concerned as we would need to get the material to Renishaw for them to
print and laminate. Chris Pockett agreed that Renishaw would be able to carry this out once
again.

End of Formal meeting

Mary Leonard to advise of the date of the next meeting.


