
What is a Village Design Statement? 
 

A Village Design Statement will describe Kingswood Parish 
as it is today and highlight the qualities valued by its 
residents.  The Statement has will be written by residents 
so that local knowledge, views and ideas may contribute 
to the future, and the high quality of their environment.  
The aim is to ensure that further development and  
change, based on a considered understanding of the 
villages’ past and present, will contribute positively to a 
sustainable future for the Parish and protect and enhance 
its unique and special characteristics. 
 
A Design Statement will be arranged in sections that will 
typically include; Settlements; Landscape and Wildlife; 
Buildings; Highways and Economy, with each containing 
descriptive text followed by a series of guidelines.  These 
guidelines will represent the key points that users of the 
document are encouraged to take into account at an 
early stage when planning or implementing development 
or change within the Parish.  The document may also 
contain “Local View” entries, which reflect the views of 
local residents expressed during any consultation work.  
 

 
 
 



Who is it for? 
 

Change is brought about not only by large developments, 
but also by smaller day-to-day adjustments to homes and 
gardens, open spaces, paths and hedges, which alter the 
look and feel of the whole village.  The Design Statement 
will therefore be addressed to: 
 

- Statutory bodies and public authorities 
 

- Planners, developers, builders, architects, designers, 
engineers 

 
- Local community groups 

 
- Householders and businesses 

 
- Landowners 
 

 

 



How does the Village Design Statement 
work? 

 
The objective is for the Design Statement to be adopted 
by Stroud District Council as Supplementary Planning 
Advice.   
 
A number of other parishes have already had Statements 
formally adopted by Stroud District Council which means 
the recommendation made in the Statements should be 
regarded as a material consideration when making any 
development control recommendations or decisions.  
These parishes include Nailsworth, Stonehouse, Bisley-
with-Lypiatt, Frampton and Longney and Epney.  The 
Design Statement will form part of SDC’s Supplementary 
Planning Advice (SPA) and support the Local Plan and 
then the Core Strategy when implemented.   
 
In this way it assists the work of the Parish Council in its 
role as a statutory planning consultee. 
 
 

 


